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SATURDAY, January 10, 1914

_ The Resigna-
tion of Sir

‘It is with feelings of profound. re-
8ret that we announce the resignation
of the Right Honourable Sir Robert
Bond of the leadership of the Opposi-
tion Party, and the severance of his
long and distinguished connection
with the House of Assembly. - Else-
where in this issue will.be  found a
copy of a letter addressed. by the
Right Honourable gentleman to Mr.
J. A. Clift, in which he sets forth the
reasons which have prompted him to
dissever his connection with the Par-
-ty he led to the polls on October 31st.
It was sent to Mr. Clift, as his col-
league in the District of Twillingate
for more than thirteen years, the sen-
ior member of his party, with whom
he has been associated politically for
almost a quarter of a century. Sir
Robert, himself, has had an even
longer connection with the Liberal
Party and the House of Assembly.
He entered the Legislature in 1882
and has held a seat there continuous-
ly for a period of over thirty years.
During that time he has playved a
most active part in the public life of
the Colony. Early in his political
career, he was elected Speaker, and
in 1889 became Colonial Secretary

and a member of the Executive Coun-
ell. With a short interval he held

these positions till 1897. During that
time, under the leadership of the Rt.
Hon. Sir William Whiteway, he took
a leading part in the great issues of
the times. He was appointed a dele-
gate on the French Treaties Ques-
tion, and was-also appointed by Her
Majesty’'s Government in 1890 to as-
sist Lord Paunceforte in negotiating
a Reciprocity Treaty with the United
States, the outcome of which was the
Bond-Blaine Convention. In 1892 he
was one of the delegates who met Sir
John Thompson, Sir Mackenzie Bow-
ell and Sir Adolf Chapleau at Hali-
-fax on the Newfoundland Fisheries
Question.

Sir Robert was also Chairman of
the Heput.ation sent to the Conference
ar Ottawa in 1895, after the Bank
Crash, to discuss the question of Con-
federation. His most signal service to
Newfoundland during this period.
however, was in rescuing the Govern-
ment from the financial embarrass-
ment which ensued after Black Mon-
day, and the aid he rendered the New-
foundland Savings Bank at the time
the Government found it difficult to
cope with the run on it owing to its
own difficulties and the closing of the
Union and Commercial Banks. Be-
tween 1897 and 1900 he led the Liberal
Party in the House of Assembly and
offered a strenuous opposition to the
Railway Contract of i898. During
this period, Sir William Whiteway re-
signed the’ leadership of the Liberal
Party and Sir Robert Bond was ap-
.pointed to succeed him.

Early in 1900 he became Premier
and Colonial Secretary and held of-
fice for nine years. In that period he
was instrumental in effecting a Set-
tlement of the French Shore question
and the difficulties with America in

fishing matters were referred, at his
suggestion, to the Hague Tribunal
and awards made which have
proved satisfactory. Difficulties also
arose with Quebec about the Labrador
bdundary and that matter has been
referred for settlement to the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Council. We
have briefly adverted to some of the
bigger questions with which the name
of Sir Robert Bond is associated to
point out some of the distinguished
services he has rendered the country.
His services were recognized in a sig-
nal way in 1901 on the occasion of the
visit of the present King who was at
that time Duke of Cornwall and on a
visit to Newfoundland, Sir Robert
was knighted, receiveing the K.C.M.G.
Next year he was made a Privy Coun-
cillor. We have said, we think,
enough to show the great services
rendered by Sir Robert Bond to the
~ _country, and to express in some way
“our profound regret that his great
talents and long experience will no
longer be available in the councils of
the country. His loss to the House of
Assembly is great. He was easily our
- pgreatest parliamentarian, our most
" ‘prilliant speaker and skilled debater,
-and we cannot express what we feel at
‘the severance of a connection which
has been most cordial and confidential.
- . We close by stating that Sir Robert
m had the unwavering support . of
Slo Evening Telegram throughout his
hole public career, and this adds
eater poignancy to our feelings of
ret for his resignation.

Resignatzon of
~ Sir Robert Bond

position, the Rt.

Resignation of

Letter of the Lead‘er of the Op-

Hon Sir Robert

Bond, to His Colleague, Mr. J.A.
Clift, M. H. A., Announcing the

His Leadership

of the Opposition Party and of
His Seat in the House. ,

THE GRANGE,
Whitbourne,
January 2nd, 1914.

My Dear Mr. Clift,—As my sense of
public duty constrained me to accede
to a popular demand, and to lead the
Opposition Party to the polls at the
late General Election, so it how moves
me to lay down the leadership of that
party. A man in the position of lead-
er of a party has no possible chance
of succeeding unless he receives loy-
alty and co-operation from the party
inside and outside Parliament. It is
entirely evident that I cannot expect
such loyalty and support from the Op-
position Party as at present consti-
tuted, and 1 have retained my position
almost beyond the conditions of dig-
nity and self-respect.

Let me put the position plainly. 1

had retired from public life with the

ologe of the Session of 1912, and most

reluctantly consented to re-enter it
last autumn, out of deference, for
what was made to appear a popular
demand for my services. Among
those who approached me in this con-
nection was the Fishermen’s Protec-
tive Union. The political aspirations
of the President of that Union and his
attitude towards both political parties
had created doubt as to the possibil-
ity of seecuring unanimity of action
on the part of all who were opposed
-0 the policy of the present Govern-
nent. However, the President of the
F. P. U. opened negotiations with me
for a basis of agreement. Negoti-
ations were somewhat prolonged, but
on the 26th day of August I wrote him
my decision concluding with these
words: “The Fishermen’s Protective
Union must be content with a fair and
reasonable recognition in the party
and above all must trust me fully and
anreservedly in dealing with both
platform and representation. On n«
sther condition.can I consent to lead
:‘he Opposition Party in the approach-
‘ng contest.” Two days later the Pre
sident of the F. P. U. wrote me stating
that he considered my communication
satisfactory, adding: “I, on behalf
of the F. P. U., offer you our loyal sup
port as Leader of the Liberal Party
n the coming election, and while yo
:ndeavour to do all possible to per-
form the policy enumerated, you car
depend upon the hearty support o
the Union candidates.” This was ac
cepted by me in good faith as a per-
fect guarantee of loyalty and co-op-
sration, and I at once announced
through The Evening Telegram my
decision to lead a “United Opposition”
to the polls. Subsequent events, I re-
gret to say, have shown that my con-
1dence was misplaced. The fact was
first revealed in the private letter
vritten by the President of the F. P.
U. to Capt. Adolphus Yates under date
August 30th, and published by the
latter in the Daily News on October
2nd. It was therein set forth that the
oledge of “loyalty and support” given
by the President of the F. P. U. tc
the Liberal Party was only a mere
matter of expediency and that at the
next General Election the F. P. U.
would “lead its own party in a fight
to secure the reins of power.” ]

I need scarcely remind you of all
that occurred subsequent to that date
to shake our faith in the pledge of
“loyalty and co-operation” given us by
the President of the F. P. U. It is
sufficient to refer you to his Address
to the Supreme Council of the F. P. U.
published in the Fisherman’s Advo-
cate of December 6th, wherein he dg-
clared “we co-operated’ with the Lib-
eral Party in the fight, as unless we
had done so the whole responsibility
(of fighting the Government) would
have been cast upon my shoulders, a
responsibility I was not prepared to
shoulder. The result of the election
has proved without doubt the power
and influence of our Union, and indi-
cates the necessity of establishing the
F. P. U. all over the Colony and fight-
ing at the next election, whenever it
comes, 4s & Union Party.”

‘The Ioresclnmveals the fact that
as far as the President of the F. P. U.
is concerned the aim of the Union
shall be the contrel of the Govern-
ment of ‘this Colony by that Union;
that its energies shall be directed to.

- that end irrespective of the written !

pledge, ‘given by him to me as on be- I

| co-operation with the Liberal Party,

homooa ud deuyed the Incoming,

half of the Union, of loyalty to a.ndI

last. The duplicity which before the
election was revealed in a private let-
ter to Capt. Adolphus Yates, after
the election was thus announced +o
the Supreme Council of the F. P. U.
and through the columns of the Fish-
ermen’s Advocate to the general pub-
lic. While its declaration was humili-
ating and dishonouring to the Liberal
Party, it was also neceséarily destruc-
tive to that unity which I had re-en-
tered public life to establish and
maintain. What I ventured to predict
to those who so strongly urged upon
me to lead the present Opposition
Party has been realized. Prophecy
may be a gratuitous form of error, but
looking forward is a duty in politics.
As leader of the Opposition I am now
brought face to face with disloyalty
within our ranks which takes the form

of & set purpose on the part of 4 ma-

| )

Jority of Opposition to dominate the
Councils of the party and work to-
wards the end that the reins of Gov-
ernment shall be in the Fishermen’s
Protective Union. The attitude of our
Roman Catholic fellow-countrymen in
the recent political contest resulted
‘n the defeat of a large number of my
Liberal supporters, and has left the
Opposition Party in a minority of fif-
teen members, eight of whom are re-
vresentative of the F. P. Union. The
Union is thus a dominant factor. Un-
der ordinary circumstances I would
have readily accepted a situation that
the fortunes of political warfare had
brought about, but, in the light of the
Tnion President’s self-pronounced
disloyalty and policy, an intolerable
position has arisen so far as I am
concerned. I have been rendereed
powerless to direct and guide the pol-
icy of the Liberal Party, and I am not
nrepared 1o aid the policy of the Pre-
sident of the F.P.U., which he has de-
clared to be the seizure of the Gov-
ernment of this Colony by the Union
over which he presides. It has to be
remembered that the F.P.U. has close-
ly associated with it trading and
manufacturing concerns incorporated
for the carrying on of business and. is
only incidentally a political entity.
Now in the year 1900 a corporate
hody having large and varied business
nterests, the Reid Newfoundland
“ompany, endeavored at the polls to
cbtain control of the Government of
this Colony. I led a party in opposi-
tion to them, defeated their design,
and kept them in their proper place,
during my term of office of nine
years. In my opinion it would he no
less ohjectionable for the ecorporate
husiness eoncern known as the F.P.U,
to “secure the reins of power,” and
while I am prepared, as I clearly.evi-

denced in° my correspondence with
the President of the F.P.U. in my
manifesto -of October last, and in my
platform utterances during the Elec-
tion eampaign, to uphold the right of
the F.P.U. to a fair and proper repre-
sentation in party Government, 1
shall strenuously oppose any attempt
on their part or on the part of any
other corporate business concern teo
seize the Government of the Colony
or to control it, for I feel that the
sovernment should be made the
most efficient instrument for better-
ing the actual conditions of life
among all classes who make up the
Country and should not be converted
into a2 mere machine for advaneing
the interests of any particular body of
individuals. The definite and con-
centrated policy contained in my
manifesto had not only been approv-
ed by the Fishermen’s Protective Un-
ion but by a very large majority of
the electors at the polls in October
last. Its fulfillment was postponed
by the unique circumstances under
which the present Government retain
power, but it could not have been
long deferred if the disloyvalty refer-
red .to" herein had not brought about
a disunion of the Opposition Party.
The President’s substituted policy
was therefore uncalled for, insulting
to the Liberal Party and fatuous. But
there is still” andther phase of the
sitnation which has weighed with me
in arriving at a decision as to my
proper course of action., While the
President of the F.P.U.
pared to “shoulder the responsibil-
tity” of fighting the Government at the
polls, he has assumed the ‘whole “re-
sponsibility” of fighting them through

the Press, since the close of the polls,

and:ina-manner to bring the Liberal

was not pre-

tempt. , ¥ have ‘speelal reference 16
the Editorial Utterances of the Fish-
ermen’s  Advocate in respect to the

Newfoundland Savings Bank and to]

the non-resignation of two members
of the Government. While I attribute
the “run on the Savings Bank” to the
shameful conduct of one of the news-
papers supporting the Government, at
the time of the General Election, I
cannot be blind to the fact that the
Fishermen’s Advocate whose utter-
ances are directed by the President of
the F. P. U. has since hte Election
persistently encouraged the feeling of
distrust among depositors in that
Bank, with a view to embarrassing the
Government. My views as to this sil-
ly and wicked method of carrying on
political warfare were emphaized in
my manifesto last October, and it has
been exceeding painful and’ embar-
rassing to me to find a member of the
party which I led to the polls indulg-
ing in similar tactics to those that call-
ed forth my condemnation. Knowing
how easily our Outport people are al-
armed in respect tg thir Bank depos-
its; knowing from' the many Iletters
that T have received, within the past
few weeks from anxious depositors,
what a feeling of panic has been
created by those newspapers articles,
I cannot but regard with feleings of
indignation and contempt those re-
pponsible for bringing anxiety and
distress into the lives of hundreds of
our people. You have only to turn to
the last issue of the Fisherman's
Advocate, December 27th, to see how
flippantly and insolently my effort to
allay anxiety and‘to prevent possible
loss to depositors, by the withdrawal
of their deposits, has been resented
by the Editor of the Fisherman’'s
Advocate. Again, while I am prepared
to associate myself with the F.P.U. in

& respectful protest against the vio-
lation of & Constitutional right or

practice, I cannot permit myself to
be connected, however remotely, with
accompanying threats of violence. As
the Opposition party is .at . present
constituted it would be exceedingly
difficult for me to combat a charge of
joint responsibility for these political
activites of the President of the F.P.U
while I remain the leader of that
party. In consequence then of what
has taken place and which is referred
to herein, I lay donwn a position
which has ceased to be either dignified
or -efficient, and I shall resign my
seat in the House of Assembly.

You will kindly bring this letter at.
the earlist possible moment before the
Opposition party so that they may
proceed to choose a leader in my
place. Let me say in conclusion that
my best wishes and sympathy will
be with them so long as they refrain
from adopting those perilous policies
of which we see the eloguent com-
mencement and to which some of us
can sSee the catastrophe or the end.

Very sincerely Your,
R. BOND.
J. A. Clift, Esq., M.H.A., K.C.

Wedding Bells.

BENNETT—WALL.

A quiet but pretty wedding took
place at St. Patrick’s: Church, on
Wednesday night. the contracting par-
ties being Mr. C. J. Bennett, of Jack-
man the Tailor, and Miss May Wall,
of Pouch Cove. The bride was at-
tended by Miss E. Whitten, while the
duty of best man fell to Mr. Jamszs
Maddigan. After the nuptial knot had
been tied, the relatves of both par-
ties drove to the home of the newly
wedded couple, where a sumptuous
repast was partaken of and the health
of the bride and groom were enthu-
siastcally toasted. The presents re-
ceived were numerous and costly,
showing the popularity of the young
couple.

Parish of St. Mary the Vir-
gin, St. John’s W. and South-
side.—The ladies of the above
intend holding a Sale of Work
in the Parish Hall-on Thursday,
January 15th, commencing at
3.30 p.m. Candies, Teas, after-
noon and evening.—janl0,2i,s,w

“A RECORD.”

Over 12,000 bottles of Staf-
ford’s Liniment sold
Last Year.

We assure our friends
who have patronized us
that we appreciate their
kindness to the fullest ex-
tent, and extend our wishes
for a Happy and Prosper-
ous New Year,

DR. F. STAFFORD & SON,

- St. John’s, Nfid.

‘MINARD’S LINIMENT CURES DIPil-

Y SLEIGH

SAFE'!
Safeguarded
Against
Sudden
Changes.

Acme of Perfection.

COSY !

PROTECTED

No. 0644, Larger
STEEL RUNNER
SLEIGH,
Similar to Cut
$13.

PRICE: $11.50.

Hardware
Department.

Red TAG & GRAB dale

COMMENCES 7

Saturday, Jan,10th and ends Feb, Is

We have absolutely no fault to find with 1913. The old year deak
very kindly with us, so much so that it was the most successful since we

started business.

This success is due to the fact that our prices are al-

ways down to rock bottom, indeed it has become a family phrase, “If yot
want good values and cheap prices go to Henderson’s.”
As pioneers of the Red Tag Sale in Newfoundland, we intend to give

you phenomenal bargains as heretofore.

ways welcome.

Come early or late, you are al-

STORE OPEN UNTIL 9 P.M.
Here are just a few of our Red Tag Bargains:
LADIES’ PARISIAN CORSETS.

.40
.39

Regular Values
Red Tag Prices

65
53

45

39 65 87c.

75 ~$1.00 & $1.20 $1.50

$2.5
$1.95

. $1.90

$1.24 §$1.65

16c¢

Will buy a Child’s Holland Over-

all, worth 25 to 30c.

29c¢

buy a Child’s
Cashmere Vest,
50 to T70c.

All  Wool

worth

Will

Will buy

$1.00

a .Colored Linen (
Piece Dress. teg. prie
$2.00.

White Piaue Bed Spreads,

30¢. to Sde.

Remnants,

R

Job Val. Lace and Insertion.

Values up to 8c.,

only 2e. yd.

imported for
Red Tag Sale,

Specially

-~

Fawn Apaline of Coat Lining,
for 1le, yard.

worth 20c.,

7 only

Job Costumes, worth $5
Red Tag Price, $2.19

18 inch Corset Embroider)

Red Tag Price, 19¢. yard

Challie and Viyella, 38 in. wide:

worth 25c., for 12¢, yard.

8 dozen
and Cashmere
up only

pairs Women's
Hose;

to 55c., 3le.

Wool
values
pair.

Victoria Lawn, perfect for lawn

Emb.

and Voile Dresses
Reg.

leg. §

Party
.\'\.\'\\ M ‘..
Now S2.9.

$5.50.

N

0.9,

curtain, cheaper than paper-
ing calico, only
4e. yard.

Ladies’ Boots. sizes 3 and 4
Reg. price

$3.70: now £L95.

Wool Hose; size
10 to 20e.

Boys’
graded,

1 to 6,
pair.

White Fleece Calico
9c.

and Baby

Swanette, yard. ;

Shirting,
worth

First Grade, 42

22¢c., for 15 cents yd.

23¢.

wil buy a woman’s apron

worth 35e.

Cream Silkette for Blouses,

etc., worth i8c., for 12e¢. yard.

Serge for Boys’ Pants, half price

Childs’
Underwear, 20

White
to 286
s to 36 cent
24e¢. garment

Heavy

value
Now

OUR GREAT SALE

Simply means that instead of giving a twenty per cent. discount on every
we have made up a lot of parcels worth from 25¢. to $1.70.

giving Free Presents to the value of one hundred dollars.

ticles selling at 25¢.:

Here are a few of

article,
In this way we purpose

..
the ar-

Dressing Cases, Braces, Ties, Silk Handkerchiefs, Fountain Pens, Boots, Shoes,
Slippers, Comb Sets, Blouses, Infants’ Dresses, Corsets, Perfumes, Kid Gloves.
Shirts, Socks, Centre, Tray and Sideboard Covers, Underekirts, 10 pce. Kitchen Seis

Table Covers, &c..

Remember the price, 25¢. all round.

Henderson’s, Theatre Hill

jan10,4i,10,16,23,30

p—

Hot Bovril, Oxo, and Choco-
late Ice Cieam and Cakes at J.
. CAMPBELL, Ltd.—-nov‘ZQ,tf

A good way to strengthen ' the

worn places in undergarments is to:

stitch them with ‘the sewing machine

!'back and forth in parallel lines, and

then turn the goods and run stitches

Do not allow the hearth of the
range to be blackened, as it will soil
your aprons or dresses. Wring a
housecloth out of warm soapy water
and wipe the hearth .clean every
morning. Blackening will not
necessarv

Staﬂord’s Linimeat is forﬁale
everywhere Over 12,000 bottles

be |

NOTICE.—A Special Meetiﬂ?
of the Star of the Sea Asso®
ation will be held on Sunday.
2.30 p.m., for the purpose of ab
mitting associate members and
the tramsaction of other bus
ness. By order, WM. F. GRY

inally connected; into public con- sold m.-ksjan&,tf

, In_securing-the adoption of the ‘policy ipmy, with which he is at least nom-

llet forth in my manifesto of October THERIA. 9 | at right angles to those already taken: JHAM, &C’){a—ejﬁ.n&m




