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loyal attachment of the Inhabitants of this Colony to Your Majesty, and
their attectionate regard for the Mother Country,induce them to expect.

In again expressing our fervent gratitude to that Sovereign to whose
justice aud liberality we are indebted for granting this ancient Colony
those long sought-for institutions of freedom, without which it was im-
possible either morally or physically to improve the coadition of a large
and rapidly iucreasing population, or to place within their reach the re-
sources of this valuable Island, we heg leave hriefly toremind Y our Ma-
jesty of a few of the acknowledged claims upon the favourable eonsider-
ation of the Parent Government which this Island, from its great political
importance, possesses; and, at the same time, most humbly to represent to
Your Majesty, the present unusually depressed state of the means of the
Colony.

Unlike others of Your Majesty’s Colonial Territories, to which the po-
licy of the Parent State was induced to extend that form of Government
and those institutions which, while they gave to the inhabitants of those
Colonies the full and sole command of their resources, and enabled them
to projectand mature, from their first settlement, plans of permanent im-
provement and prosperity, it has been, Sire, from the earliest history of
this Colony, the withering policy of the Government of the Mother Conn-
try by every possible means toprevent the adoption of any measure which
night tend to improve the condition of a large and inereasing portion of
Your Majesty’s faithful subjects, whohad made this Island their home.

Whilst during a long series of years the public charges of the Colony
were trifling and insignificant, enormous sums of money accumulated in
the Island by persons engaged in the prosecution of its Trade and Fishe-
rics, were not only transferred to the Mother Country to swell her Capi-
tal and increase her Commerce, (thus withdrawing from the Island those
fertilizing means which, under the policy invariably pursucd towards the
rest of Your Majesty’s Colonies, would have made this one of the most
flourishing of Your Mujesty’s Foreign Possessions), but dnving a small
portion of that period—of not more than eleven years—it appears, from
Parliamentary Returns, that 2 sum amounting to upwards of One Hun-
dred and twenty thousand pounds, collected from duties paid by the resi-
dent Inhabitants upon articles imported intothis Colony, was remitted di-

ectly to the Treasury of the United Kingdom,

It is, here, perhaps superfluous to mention the vast political and com-
nercial importance of which this Island ever has heen and still is to the
Empire—theunlimited employment which its fisheries have given to her
shipping both in peace and in war, thereby aflording the most efficient
nursery for seamen to man Your Majesty’s Navy, and thus aiding more
than any other cause in the support of that naval sway which we trust
ot beloved Empire will ever matntain—the great consumption of British
Manufsctures, and those necessary articles which the Colony is not yet
enobled to produce,—~and, Lstly, the contiguity of it to Britain, which
identifies the Interests of this Island with those of the Mother Country,
and renders it improbuble that it will ever be separated from the Parvent
State.  'We would, however, humbly beg leave to state, that whilst the
Inhabitants of this Colony will vield to none of Your Majesty’s Subjects
n a desire to promote the general welfure of the Empire at the expense
of their individual interest, they cannot but feel that the Treaties which
have secured to our Foreign Rivals the exclusive right of taking and
curing fish on the most valuable parts of the shores of the Island, have
very greatly pressed upon the energies ofthe Country—particularly when
it is borne in mind, that the bounties paid to our Foreign Competitors by
their respective Governments, added to the poverty of those Countries
which have hitherto heen the great consnmers of our staple commodities,



