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Book-Keeping.

If there is room for information in one place
more than another, we think that place is in the
manner of keeping the books and accounts of a
commercial business. There is not ouly room for
reform, but there is need of invention, an inven-
tion which will reduce the whole matter to a
science. . We have often heard of the science of
hook-keeping, but have never seen it. When we
come to examine into it, as taught to-day, the
principles which govern and the rules which mark
a «¢ichee, are not there. The whole that is known
of this matter is a certain set of disjointed and
and disconnected rules which every body applies
as suits himself. Often nobody but he whe -
plies them can understand their meaning in his
application, and proprictors are continually in the
dark as to the state of their affairs, except so far
as they may, from time to.time, be informed by
their clerks. Whether that information is really
correct they have no means of knowing, unless
they understand the manner m which that parti
cular lwok-keeper keeps that particular set of
books. Often even another so-called scientific
accountant can not unravel the mysteries of an
entry. We have been struck with this fact in
looking through the books of a deceasad or dis-
charged clerk, amd were more than ever made to
feel its force, while listening recently to the exami
nation of a book-keeper in court. Not all the
lawyers in the cause could unravel the entries,
and when a clerk did so, it proved to be a mere
chaos. of arbitrary statements. This should net
be so, and calls Joudly for a remedy. There is a
science of accounts somewhere-in the realm of un
discovered o ll:|;||t|'|im| ]ll‘iln'iplt'x It is true,
exact and uniforyn under all circumstances. It is
the same in the hands of all, as to the transactions
of all. An entry of a certain character always
produces the same resuits, and the same principles
of debit and credit are always brought 1uto play,
no matter whose business it 3g Its rules are natu
ral, unerring, apd must be followed alike in all
cases. In fact, it is a science, He who first un-
ravels it, will find awaiting him a name and a
fortune and the thanks of commercial men every-
where. — Lowisville Jour. of Com.

Butter Trade.

A new feature in the butter trade is the ship-
ment of butter from the Western States to China
and Japan, via San Francisco. Another novelty
is that the Mormons are going to give up the eul
tivation of grain, in a great measure, wnd do a
heavy trade in the dairy products. This change
began to loom up as early as 1863 and 64, when a
single house in Salt Lake City put up 300,000 lbs.
butter for ldaho and Montana. The mevement
can be made effective ondy by a greatly improved
system of culture and manufacture in Utah.

Tue Baxk o MoxTrREAL 1N THE WEsr. —The
following is from the last *‘ Financial Review,”
published in the Montreal Wifness.—There has
been consideralide tll“\, and a certain amount of
excitement, over the proceeding of the Bank of
Montreal, at some of its western branches; in offe
ing to discount |lmft.s :ignill\! ]ll’t-hh e at hive per
cent. There hlll, |--rhu}m, been more remark on
another proceeding of the bank, which is in truth
far more open to objection, viz: the offering of
money at five per cent., without seeurity, to
parties in the importing trade, mostly wustomgrs
of other Banks.. There may be a ulterior object
in view, respecting which, of course, mo one is
qualified to speak but the authorities of the Bank;
but, looked at in purely business light, it cannot
but be viewed with uneasiness, as being too like
the coups of these brilliant financiers who seldom
have ultimate swccess. It is said that the main
uh_]m-t of this move is a |-»|l(i"ac| one, vie., to de-
moustrate the power of the Bank of Montreal to
extend any accamodation which may be rendered
necessary by the curtailment of discounts by other
Banks, 'in case the Government Banking scheme
is carried. Such measures as this, however, an
scarcely like to produce any such resdlt,
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