= 2y

FTHE GRBAIN

GROWERS'

GUIDE

Britain's Greatest Victory

1838.1847
By J. A. Stevenson

The yeur 1815 saw the battle of Wi
terloo, Napoleon was destroved
and Eagland was set free to reorganise

her own

whete

national life
vast ehanges wrought by what s known

as the industrial rev stion e, the
levelopment of & purely agrieuitural
to & manufactaring nmunity The
initial reforms wers ninly nstily
tionsl)--the Catheo S Were emnas aleod
in 1829, the Heform Hill was passed in
IN32., and the polities plex f
the electorate underwent a vast ange
Even then the frar S WaS mBaed

to the middle
of power had passed out f the

asses, but the monopoly
ands
of the two oligar ques of Whige
and Tories, wh had atrolled the
English Parliament for generstions. Uy
to this time, Britain, like every Eur

pean countiry, had followed a
tionist e
practically every imported prode
The Napoleoni
the spirnt of
about & hatred of
whieh is in true accord

: e
.V ]
tariffs

ey and evied

wars had intensified

nationalism and brought
everything foreign
with the pre
tectionist gospel. The first great critic
of the protectionist Adan
Smith, the famous Neoteh L,
who having compiled a vast fund of in
formation about trade through his inter
course with the merchants of
and having
acquaintance the jor

sysiom was
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imbibed thre h pers A

trines of great
French economists such as Quesnay, pub
lished the results of his
“The Wealth of Nations Its pub
lieation may be said to be the birth of
the free trade movement in Great Brit
ain Lord Shelburne agreed with his
conclusions and the younger FPitt pro
elaimed himself a keen
proceeded to put some of prin
ciples into practice, but the life and
death struggle with Napoleon interrupt
ed his good intentions, and the question
of free trade remained in abeyance
There were soon to come other attacks

enquiries in

lisciple He
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little astonished at this for Molly always
telephoned—usually several times a day

The moment | held the envelope in my
grasp | kuew that it as no common com
munication. [ felt instinctively that |
must be prepared forsomething extra
ordinary v

Of coursedl had not the least idea of
what | should read. How could 1 have?
By no possible flight of fancy could | have
anticipated the strange —~the curious, — the
remarkable nature ¢f the contents —which
marked for me the commencement of a
momentous expericnce

I tote the envelope open quickly and
ran over the words in Molly's writ
which met my amazed eyes

At first | could hardly believe that | saw
aright

“Darling
“1 said that [ should tell you first and
that you should know before anyone I
am just writing this hurriedly to inform
you that I have eloped I haven't time
to stop and give you the whys and where
fores, but the
sufficient. 1 kuew that with your practi
cal sense—although you dream of romance,
~and with your strict conscience that,
therefore, the secret miight be a burden
to you and came to the conclusion that
I had better say nothing. Dearest, |
can only wish that you were as happy as
I am and as I am going to be,

“Devotedly,

“MorLue.”

reasons are good and

Of course, I was speechless, though 1
wonder that I did not scream. Was this
what Molly considered a joke? Was this
what she believed to be good business?
The foolish, headstrong girl. Of course,
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Landed Interest in Contreol

T ’ v e lor i i
1 a ) 1 A saries
{ large ma fact . ties had grow
* | - f tion ke
| shir and Yorkshire a heen
anged al bad » at

) i » il g of t} r

t and o ' ad bheer r tie s
rense the 'rn The landed
: tr i Parliament and
i B tain & heavy dut "
provrt od v ~ kept their
. s v‘ ar L ! " nate 0 ’ s h» -
" } - d sot last and the
great assauy t was not ng delayed

Cobden Makes Beginning

The beginning f the AntiCorn Law
League came in October, 1838, whea a
party of seven men, including Richard
Cobden. a2 Manchester manufacturer,
whose name will ever be associated with

the free

trade cause, met in a hotel in
Manchester and formed an Anti-Corr

Law ass ation | June, 1839, the
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the right note Lot us in
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e result that within a month six thon

sand pounds had been raised A great
banquet was given to the members of
Parliament who suppo:ted free trade
and other ass ations were formed. Cob
ler ntroduced a scheme for united a

tion among the Ar aasociations
-l h eame nt bheing roughout the
country and from this federation was
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Parliament Overwhelmingly Pro
tectionist
A Whig or Liberal government was in
power, but four-fifths of the members of
the House belonged
tertentina = were \

the maintenance

and the ari

free trade intr aced
liers. who survived
active member of ¢ House of Com

mons, were rejected by huge majorities
The repealers felt that politieal action
in Parliament was for the present hope
ess. and that their efforts must be con
centrated on
They a rdingly

converting the rountry

started a paper of
e

their own called the **AntiUs law
Cireular, which educated its readers
in free trade economics and declared
consistently that all existing political
factions were equally dishonest and
profligate; that the repealers would not

suffer their great question to be a
shuttlecock of parties and that they
would pursse a onsistent ourse of
stren us protest

Stagnation Throughout Britain
The Whigs had ruled the country save
for a few months from 15830 to 1841, and
during Lord Melbourne’s ministry in
] question of the Corn
ill an open one
the financial

839, the Laws
As time went or
position of the country be
serious, un'l here was an

was st
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Heroines Three

Continned from Page 7

if she had told me I should have done
‘ u-r.\l'nu.,' I could to ke P her from
making such a mistake—and now

I did not at first notice the postscript
scribbled at the foot of the second page

“Of course, this can’t be a secret any
longer My only regret is that | could not
have you for a bridesmaid I know,
though, that you would never have con-
sented—so I'll just have to be married
without you, as | never thought [ could
be, in the dearest little country church
of which we know at Rosedale We have

gone in the automohile, which is not so

romantic and proper for an clopement as
post-chaise, but is more speedy. 1 shall
have to sail for F\'w;.. without seeing

you-=but what fun we shall have talking
when | get back!”

it over

I'he madeap girl M

breath was fairly

taken awa For a moment | stood dazed
Then with a flash all the energy and direct-
ness and common-sense | had in me came

back with a rush With a glance 1 re
viewed the situation I felt that, as | was
placed Jim was the best person to help
me Instantly I was at the q,l,‘,ll,,”,\

The moments seemed endless as 1 stood
there hand, like
any heroine, a prey to varving emotion
As might appear from the facts, Molly
should be considered the heroine—but
wait

At last T heard Jim's voice

“Oh,” I eried all in a breath, “I must
see you immediately. It's most important
and urgent and vital

“What's the matter?” he demanded

“You must come at once.”

“1 will,” he answered

“Meet me at the Wilkins,” [ said, for

with the receiver in my

I had half made up my mind in a vague
fashion, “as soon as you can—and

sooner.”
111

In an instant | was away. Catching up
a hat as | ran through the hall, I was
across the lawn and down the avenue and
at the Wilkins house, a block distant

“I must see Mr. Wilkins immediately,”
I announced to the startled butler

“Mr. Wilkins is out—"

“1 must see Miss Vernon,” | declared

l""""‘. I h"’l 'll"h“" I”‘" ’ll"l 'H""f"
he could say anything

I found her in the conservatory, and
grabbing her hand 1 almost shook her
“Molly has gone,” 1 ejaculated

“Molly where?"™

“Eloped—run away—with Bur Ogden
and she must be stopped—"'

gone

“Ob,” eried Aunt Matilda
“Where is Mr. Wilkins?” | demanded
“Oh, my dear,” moaned Miss Vernon

as she recovered her lost glasses and still
struggled after her scattered wits “He's
not at home | what can [ do?”

“1 don't kaow,” I hurried on in de-
spair Something must be done. If
there's no one else, I must do it.”

Just then I heard Jim's welcome voice
in the hall

“Jim,"” 1 exclaimed, bolting out

I drew him into the reception-room and
confronted him. I am sure that my agi-
tated countenance must have suggested
something of the startling nature of the
l‘r‘iii

“The automobile was at the office. 1|
jumped in and came at full speed. What's
up?”

“Everything,”” I whispered thrillingly.
“Molly has run away—eloped.”

He w»histled, staring at me.
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Whig Government Defeated

he electior f 15841 was the frst
which the AntiCorn Law League took
nart. The Whigs were not prepared for

total and immediate repea f the duties
s
l

but wou ronsent ¢ 2 moderate dut

The Tories had no deflnite policy, save
resistance to the changes proposed by
the Whigs The Free Traders deter
mined to b to their principles, even
at the expens ealled extrem
jsts Whenev was a constit

ency rip« for the ecandidates of their
ereed they selected one and in most
thers they supported Whig candidates
w ! would prom support for

tion of dutis the elections in t)

the Free Traders were
both the old

nartie
parties,

Cobden himself

being elected memt
for Stoek pe The final result gave Sir

Robert Peel a ma

Melbourne having resigned he

snder
unde

took a great administration

mtail g such able men as Lord
Lyndhurst, Lord Stanley and Sir James
jut this great and talented

though possessing a ma

both Houses, was shattered t
2 five years by the work of Col
His followers

“With Bur Ogden,” 1 added

“1 didn’t think she was such an idiot,”
he said vigorously “1 understand now
When I asked Ogden yesterday if he was
to play polo on the team with us in the
match against the Illinapolis people, he
said he was going away today. This must
have been what he had in mind.”

“of I declared lmpuhrn'l)
“There is not a moment to be lost. She's
gone in the automobile to Rosedale o be
married in the church Where is Rose-
dale?™

*“ Rosedale,” he said, “ must be a place
one can hardly call a village, about forty
miles from here, on the lake.”

“Jim,” 1 said stepping forward in my
excitement and grasping his arm, “she
must be saved I'm sure if 1 see her |
can make her listen to reason-—or wait or
something.”

“Your automobile,” I ran on, “is at
the door, you say It's a sixty-horse
power Paillard—the fastest ia the Nu‘“
We must go after them—" [ cried in-
trepidly, “and catch them.”

“They've got a start,” he said thought-
fully, “but the Wilkins machine is only
an old Nonpareil. Perhaps
might be done.”

“Something can be done,” 1 argued,
still holding him by the elbow. *“ Some-
thing shall be done.”

Before he had made any objection, or in
fact, had a chance to say anything, 1 led
him—dragged him—to the front door and
down the steps to the big ear. [ had often
admired it before How glad 1 was to s»
its mighty frame. The huge engines indi-
cate such power. The low raking lines as
of a piratical battleship promised such
speed

course,

something

Continued on Page 29




