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Britain’s Greatest Victory
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By J. A. Stevenson
a* Tir 11 I

The Free frade Movement Launched
Tiw your ISIS h* Ik» belli» of We- 

lof loo, okefe Napolooo wee dantrtmd 
••4 Kagiaad «M eot free le rewrganiie 
be# ewe national Ufe le foe# of Ik» 
vaat skangsn wroagkl by wbel ia known 
ee Ike led eel riel rovolotioa, 1». Ike 
•l.«»lo,rfe»el of e purely agricultural 
le e manufacturing community. Tbe 
loll.el reforms were eielely coaatilu 
Uowel—Ike I'elkolire were emaar||«tcd 
ie 18», ike Reform Bill wee imsaed ie 
leas, eed Ibe poli I lee I completion of 
Ike eleelefele eedefw»el e «eel change 
Kvco Ikee Ike freeekiee wee eoaffoed 
le Ike eiiddle eleeeee. bel tke monopoly 
of power bed [weeed oel of Ibe keede 
ef Ibe Iwo oligarchic cliques of Whig» 
eed Tories, wbo bed roelfolled Ibe 
Begliek 1‘efllemeel for generations. Up 
le Ibie Hew, Britain, like every Kero 
pee» eoeelry, bed followed e prolee 
line let policy eed levied lari*» oe 

tic ally every I ai ported prodert. 
Napoleonic wen bed intensified 

Ibe spirit of ealioealieai eed broeght 
eboet » kelred of everything foreige 
wbleb ie ie tree accord with Ike pro 
leetloeiel gospel. The «ret greet critic 
of Ibe prolerlloeiel system wee Adam 
Mmitk. tbe famoee Heotrh economist, 
wbo kevieg roeiplled » veal feed of in- 
formatioe about trade through hie inter 
course wilk Ike merchant» of Glasgow 
eed kevieg imbibed through peroneal 
acquaintance tke doetrieen of greal 
French eeoeomieta each an (Jueunay, pub 
linked tke reeull* of hie . nquirie» le 
"Tke Wealth of Nation»." Its pub 
llretioe may be said to be Ibe birth of 
tke free tlMU movement la Great Bril- 
ale Ixrrd Sbelburee agreed with hie 
roarlunione and Ike younger Pitt pro 
rleimed himself a keen disciple, lie 
proceeded to put eotne of these prin
ciple» lelo practice, but Ibe life and 
deeth struggle with Napoleon interrupt 
ed his good intention», and tbe queetioe 
of free trade remained la abeyance. 
There were eoon to come other attack»

ee tke protective eyvtem Mr. Ileekle 
see, who <u «'aeeteg'e lieetraael till 
be ee» killed Ie ee er'ideet, wee Ike 
• r»l «•.•>' m'cd free trade mleleter wke 
begae e deielte policy ef remitting 
del le»

Leaded later eat la Control
By Ike Haw of tke Reform Bill Ike 

queetioe bad become aeete. A series 
of large meaefarteriag elliee kad grow» 
up aed tke whole fare of eoeati»» like 
I mac ash ire aed Yorkshire kad been 
c be aged Tke popelaliee kad a Imuet 
doahied niece Ibe beginning ef Ike fen 
trry aad there bad been *«r little la 
rrcwae Ie tbe core suppler. the leaded 
Interest «till controlled Parliament eed 
contrived to maietale a heavy daty oe 
all imported core, which kept their 
real» el ae estortioeate level. The sys
tem obviowely roe Id eat last aad tke 
greet aasault oe it was not long delayed.

Cobdea Mike» Beginning
Tke beginning of tke Anti Cora Lew 

Leagee came ie October, 1*38, wbee a 
party of aeven men, including Richard 
Cobdea, a Manchester manufarterer, 
whose aame will ever be associated with 
the free trade cause, met la a hotel la 
Manchester aed formed an Aati Corn 
low association, la June, 1*39, Ike as
sociation showed that its ietentioes of 
forcing an agitation were serious, by 
raising a subscription from sympathisers 
to finance its operation». Cobdea struck 
the right note ie saying: "Let us la
vent |iert of our property ia order to 
save the rest from confiscation." with 
the result that within a month sis thou 
sand pound» had been raised. A great 
banquet was give» to th« members of 
Parliament who euppo.ted free trade 
and other anaorjation* were formed. Cob 
den introduced a scheme for united ae- 
lioa among the various eaeoeiationa 
which came Into being throughout tbe 
country and from this federation was

evolved tke Aati Cera Law tmegae Tke 
object was declared to be "to obtain 
by all legal aad coestltutleaal mean» 
the total and immediate repeal ef tke 
tariff laws oe food." Cobdea used to 
relate hew he wae visited la February, 
183», by a aoblemaa who was la favor 
ef modification of tke tariff bet was 
enable to a «scat to total repeal, la an
swer je his inquiries they espleierd 
their policy, aad he aaewered: "Via 
will overture tke Moeerrhy as eooe as 
yea will accomplish that.”’

Per I lament Overwhelmingly Fro 
tecUonlwt

A Whig or liberal government wae In 
power, bnt four tftbs of the members of 
the House belosged to the Issded Is 
tereets who were deeply istereeted in 
the maintenance of the flora laws, 
end the varioee motion» in favor of 
free trade introduced by Mr. C. F. VU- 
lier», who survived up to 1800 ae as 
active member of the House of Com- 
mou», were rejected by huge majorities. 
Tke repealers felt I but political eetioe 
la Parliament was for tke preueot hope 
leas, aad that their effort» must be roe- 
real rated oa cob verting tbe reentry. 
They nccordingly started a paper of 
their own celled the "Aati Com low 
Circular," which educated its readers 
In free trsde economics and declared 
consistently thet nil esietieg political 
factions were equally dishonest snd 
profligate; that the repealers would not 
suffer their great queetioe to be a 
nbnttleeoch of parties aad that they 
would purine a consistent course of 
strenuous protest.

Stagnation Throughout Brits in
The Whigs had ruled the country sure 

for u few mouth» from 1830 to 1841, and 
during I-ord Melbourne's ministry in 
183#, the question of the Corn Laws 
was still an opea one. As time went on 
the financial position of tbe country be
came very eerioue, end there was an

eneeal deficit In the Budget There *a 
every eige of e commercial and indue 
trtel stagnation which eeeid be ream 
died eely by wide economic changea 
There was a lack ef a capable mlelsisr 
ef fieeecc, bet ia 1840 tke Whig gov 
erameat agreed to proceed with a rndi 
eel eimplileatloe ef Ibe tariff They 
determined to sttack the gleet moee 
polie* of com, sugar, ead timber, ell ef 
which were well eetrewcked at Weel 
miester. But tke mielelry wus doomed 
to ee Immediate fall through inheres! 
weak»ernes end tke propoeal for Ike 
new duties was rejected, wilk the re
tell that Sir Robert Peel wee able te 
force tke Whigs to a dissolution

Whig Government Defeated
The élection of 1841 wae tke first In 

which tbe Anti Com law league look 
pert Tke Whigs were not prepared far 
total ead Immediate repeal of the duties, 
bet would cousent to e moderate duly 
Tbe To rice bed ee definite policy, cave 
resistance lu tbe changea proposed by 
tbe Whigs Tke Free Trader» deter 
mined Ie bold to their principles, even 
■t tke espouse of being culled estrem- 
1st». Wkeeever there wee ■ conet its 
eacy ripe for tke candidates of their 
creed they selected one and in most 
others thcr supported Whig candidates 
who would promise support for redar 
lion of dnties. la the elections is the 
North of Knglssd the Free Traders were 
successful sgaiost both the old parties, 
Cobdea himself being elected member 
for Stockport. Tbe final result guvs Sir 
Robert Peel n majority of #0, nod Lord 
Melbourne having resigned he under 
took office with a greet administration 
containing such able men ne Lord 
l.yndhorst. Lord Stanley and Sir James 
Graham. But this great end talented 
combination, though poeaessing a ma
jority in both House», was shattered to 
pieces in five years by the work of Cob 
den and His followers.

Heroines Three
r«naosd trmm r»«c 7

little astonished at this lor Molly always 
telephoned—usually several time» a day.

The moment I held tbe envelope in my 
grasp I knew that it was no common com
munication. 1 felt instinctively that I 
mint be prepared forsomething extra- 
ordinary. •

Of iiiiir«.ll had not the Icavt idea of 
what I should read. Ilow could I have? 
By no poaviblc light of fancy could I have 
anticipated the strange -the curious,—the 
remarkable nature gf the contents—which 
marked for me the commencement of a 
mnmcntoua experience.

1 tote the envelope open quickly anil 
ran over the words in Mnlly'v writing 
which met my amated cyc«.

At first 1 could hardly believe that I saw 
aright:—

“Darling
“I said that I should tell you first and 

that you should know before anyone. I 
am just writing this hurriedly to inform 
you that I have doped. I haven't lime 
to stop and give you the why* and where
fores, but the reasons arc good and 
sufficient. I knew that with your practi
cal sense—sit hough you dream of romance, 
—anil with your strict conscience that, 
therefore, the secret might be a burden 
to you and came to the conclusion that 
1 had better aay nothing. Dearest, I 
can only wish that you were as happy as 
1 am and as I am going to be,

“ Devotedly,
“SIolub.”

Of courte, I was speechless, though 1 
wonder that I did nol scream Was this 
what Molly considered a joke? Wae this 
what she believed to be good business? 
The fooliah, headstrong girl. Of course.

if she had told me I should have done 
everything I could to keep her from 
making auch a mistake and now—

I dirl not at first notire the postscript 
scribbled at the foot of the second page.

‘"Of course, this can't lie • secret any 
longer. My only regret is that I could not 
hmvc you for s bridesmaid. I know, 
though, that you would never have con
sented-so I'll just have to lie married 
without you. as I never thought I could 
be. in the dearest little country church 
of which we know at Rosrdalr. We have 
gone in the automobile, which i* not so 
romantic and proper for an elopement as 
a post-chaise, but is more speedy. 1 shall 
have to sail for Kuropc without seeing 
you—but what fun we shall have talking 
it over when I get back!"

The tnadrap girl. My breath was fairly 
taken away, r'or a moment I stood dated. 
Then with a flash all the energy and direct
ness ami common-sen— 1 ha I in me came 
back with a rush. With a glance I re
viewed the situation. I felt that, as I was 
placed. Jim was the best person to help 
me. Instantly I was at the telephone.

The moments seemed endless as 1 stood 
there with the receiver in my hand, like 
any heroine, a prev to varying emotion. 
As might appear from the facts, Molly 
should hr considered the heroine—-hut 
wait.

At last I heard Jim's voice.
“Oh," 1 cried all in a breath, “I must 

see you immediately. It's most important 
and urgent and vital—"

"What's the matter?" he demanded.
“ You must come at onee. "
“I will," he answered.
“Meet me at the Wilkins," I said, for

I had half mark up my mind in a vague 
fashion, "as soon as you ran—and 
sooner. "

111
In an instant I was away, (."etching up 

■ bat as I ran through the hall, 1 was 
acroes the lawn and down the avenue end 
■t the Wilkins house, a block distant.

"1 must see Mr. Wilkins immediately," 
I announced to the startled butler.

*' Mr. Wilkins is out—"
"I must are Miss Vernon," I declared.
Indeed, I had dashed past him before 

he could say anything.
I found her in the conservatory, and 

grabbing her hand I almost shook her.
"Molly has gone," I ejaculated.
“ Molly—gone—where?"
" KI oped—run away—with Bur Ogden 

and she must be stopped—"
“Ob," cried Aunl Matilda.
"Where is Mr. XVilkins?" I demanded
"Oh, my dear." moaned Miss Vernon 

as she recovered her lost glasses snd still 
struggled after her scattered wits. " He’s 
not at home. I—what can I do?”

"I don't know," I hurried on in de
spair. “Something must be done, ff 
there's no one else, I must do it."

Just then I heard Jim’s welcome voice' 
in the hall.

“Jim," 1 exclaimed, bolting out.
I drew him into the reception-room and 

confronted him. I am sure that my agi
tated countenance must have suggested 
something of the startling nature of the 
crisis.

“The automobile was at the office. I 
jumped in and came at full speed. What's 
up?"

"Everything,’’ I whispered thrillingly. 
"Molly has run away—eloped."

He whistled, staring at me.

“With Bur Ogden," 1 added.
"I didn't think she was «u< h an idiot." 

he said vigorously. “I understand now. 
W hen I asked Ogden yesterday if be was 
to play polo on the team with ua in tbe 
match against the Illinapvlis people, be 
said be was going away today. This must 
have been what he had in mind."

"Of course," 1 declared impatiently. 
" There ia not a moment to be lost She's 
gone in tbe automobile to Rosedale o be 
married in the church. Where is Rose- 
dale?"

" Rosedale. " he said. " must 1* a place 
one can hardly call a village, about forty 
miles from here, ou the lake."

"Jim," I said stepping forward in my 
excitement and grasping his arm, "she 
must lie saved. I'm sure if I see her I 
can make her listen to reason—or wait or 
something."

"Your automobile," f ran on, "ia at 
the door, you say. It’s a sixtv-horse 
power Paillard—the fastest in the place. 
We must go after them—" I cried in
trepidly, "and catch them.”

"They’ve got a start," he said thought
fully, “but the Wilkins machine is only 
an old Nonpareil. Perhaps something 
might be done.”

"Something can lie done," I argued, 
still holding him by the elbow. "Some
thing yhall be done."

Before he had made any objection, or in 
fact, had a chance to say anything, 1 led 
him—dragged him—to the front door end 
down the steps to the big car. I bad ofteg 
admired it before. How glad I was to S" 
its mighty frame. The huge engines indi
cate such power. The low raking lines ss 
of a piratical battleship promised suck 
speed.
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