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INTERNATIONAL

BIBLE LESSONS.

THIRD QUARTER: STUDIES IN LUKE'S
GOSPEL.

A. D.8. LgssoN 11. THr CHILDHOOD OF
JEsus; or, Preparing for Work. Luke
2. 40-52. July 14.

EXPLANATORY.

Verse 40. ToE cmiLb. Jesus was a
child during the age of childhood, with no

divinity bursting out ot his infantile form.

His tender years were thoroughly natural,
and no one save the brooding mother be-

held in him the tokens of coming great-

ness. Grew. That it was no unnatural,
precocious development is 'shown by the
fact that afterward his townspeople, who

had grown up beside him, were surprised |

many of whom had come as pilgrims to
the feast. They turned back. ilzavinv
the caravan at its first halting-place, ancai
searching along the path of travel back to
Jerusalem. Seeking him. (4) Those who

hawe lost their Saviour should at once turn
back and seek him.

46, 47. AFTER THREE DAYs. They had
.::pent one day in journeying, another day
In retracing their steps to Jerusalem, anZl
a third day in searching among the
throngs in the city and the temple. L}n the
temple. Probably in one of the colonnades
or porches surrounding the court of the
women, where many people con gregated,
and where the rabbins gave their instruc-
tions. (5) Those who love God love his

courts. Sitting in the midss. The reli-

gious teachers, called rabbins, sat on a

raised platform, with their disciples also |

at his fame, and rejected him. Strong in | Seated around them, while the general

spirit.. This does not mean, with master-

ful will and unchecked passions, but with |
a leading, and controlling, though har- |
| ward leader in the discussion, but as an

monious, character. Wisdom. Not only

large stores of knowledge, but aptness | 3
| eager-hearted and gifted learner, whose
enthusiasm kindled their admiration, and
|

and readiness in their use. Not every
knowing person is wise. Grace of God.

God's favour manifestly rested upon him, |
even in early youth. Evidently, he was |

thoroughly a child, but a holy child, while
possessing a strong character.  The
““ Apocryphal New Testament” in its
““ Gospel of the Infancy” contains many
legends, which are utterly at variance

+ with his true character, such as his work-

ing miracles for sport, smiting his play-

fellows with palsy and death, and making

himself an object of dread and terror
through the whole community. Nothing
will more clearly show the divine origin
of the Gospel narratives than the compar-
ison with fhem of the puerile, man-made
fictions concerning the childhood of Jesus.

41. His PARENTS. Mary and Joseph are
both termed ¢‘ his parents,” because they
appeared as such in the community. Went
to Jerusalem. The law of Moses required
the attendance of all adult males at the
temple three times in each year, at the
feasts of the Passover, Pentecost, and
Tabernacles ; but people from the distant
province of Galilee generally contented

. themselves with the visit at Passover only.

Women and children under twelve years
were not required, but their presence was
not unusual. The attendance of Mary is
an evidence of her deep religious interest,

: and earnest-care in the right training of

her holy trust. (1) Mothers cannot be too
Saithful in setting their children an exam-

ple of attendance upon the house of God.

Feast of the Passover. This was the grea

in the spring, about the time known as
Easter, and lasted seven days. It was
called also the ‘¢ feast of unleavened
bread,” as that was the only kind of bread
eaten during its progress. It commemo-
rated the departure of Israel from Egypt,
when the angel of death ‘“passed over”
the houses sprinklcd with the lamb's
blood. During its celebration Jerusalem
was crowded with nearly a million peo-

_ ple, at least four or five times its ordinary

population. i

42, 43. TWELVE YEARS OLD. The age
at which the young Jew was first consi-
dered subject to the law, and under obli-
gation to observe the customs of the
church. As the Christian usages are
easier and simpler, we should begin their
practice earlier. Up to Jerusalem. So
said because Jerusalem is almost the most
elevated city in Palestine, being two thou.
sand seven hundred feet above the sea-
level. Fulfilled thedays. The thoughtful
boy, into whose mind the consciousness of
his origin and missior. was beginning to
dawn, would see deep meanings and fore-
shadowings in the slain lamb, the offered
sacrifice, the sprinkled blood, and the
solemn services of those eight days of the
teast. As they retwrned. (2) God’s
services may not be so attended that we
should neglect our particular callings.”—
Bishop Hall. After tho services of the
temple come those of Mary’s household
and Joseph's carpenter-shop. Tarried

behind. This may not have been by abso-
lute intention of the young Jesus, nor for

want of care on the part of his parents;
but as an accident in the rush and press
of the immense throng. Becoming separ-
ated from the company, he remained in
the place of deepest interest to himself;
and they felt less uneasy on account of his
intelligence and trustwortkiness of char-
acter. [Teacher, suggest the thought to
boys ard girls of having such traits as to
enjoy the confidence of others.]

44, 45. SUPPOSING HIM...... IN THE COM-
PANY. This is not remarkable, as the
company was probably a company travel-
ing together for safety. (3) What a
blessing when parents cannot only suppose,
but lLe sure, that their children are to be
found in good associations only ! Went a

day's journey. The first day’s journey of

so large a company would probably take
them not mora than ten or fitteen miles

_from Jerusalem. Kinsfolk. The family

of the Saviour had their relationships
among the plain people of Nazareth,

: audience stood or sat outside the circle,

and all present were privileged to ask
questions. Jesus was there, not as a for-

i.telligent listener and inquirer; ¢ an

whose bearing won their esteem and
love."—Farrar. Of the doctors. Teachers
of the law. Some of the most distinguish-
ed of the Rabbins were living at this time,
as Hillel, Simeon and Gamaliel. Hearing

| and asking. In these Oriental schools

there was great liberty of questioning.
Contrary to our customs, the scholars in-
terrogated their teacher, and proposed
doubts and difficulties for their instructor
| to answer. All that heard. A large com-
| pany assembled around, as at the pass-
over season the temple was crowded with
strangers.  Astonished at his understand-
ing. They saw that this child had thought
on the Scriptures, and could penetrate be-
low the husks and shells of the teachers to
the kernel of the truth.

47, 49. THEY saw HIM. Mary and
Joseph, coming suddenly upon a crowd
| in the court of the temple, were surprised
to find their Son in the midst, an earnest
participant in the discussion, while the
witnesses stood wondering at his intelli-
gence. Son. A gentle, loving rebuke.
Those who must reprove should do it very
tenderly, Sorrowing. Her anxiety shows
some lack of faith, and perhaps a slight
consciousness of having neglected the
great trust committed to her. How is it ?
These are the first recorded words from
the lips of Jesus, and contain the charac-
teristic features of all his utterances, an
utter forgetfulness of self, conjoined with
complete consciousness of his nature, and

|

est of all the Jewish feasts. It was heldk| ® thorough devotion to his work among

men. My Father’'s business. Already he
| knew, though not from his mother’s lips,
| the mystery of his divine origin; and the
thought of his vocation was beginning to
stir his soul. The expression may be
| translated ¢ In my Father's house.” pre-
| ferred by some commentators, as Meyer
and Whedon, but rejected by Ooosterzee.
| (6) We should be early interested, both in
{ God’s house and in God's cause.

50, 51. THEY UNDERSTOOD NOT. They
failed to comprehend fully the import of
his words. (7) So ever, the utterances of
Jesus fall upon dull ears and darkened
| minds: Went down with them, Though
| conscious of his own higher intelligence,
| he left the congenial courts of the temple
'at their bidding, fully submissive to his
| human lot. Nazareth. A village in a
lovely vale, girded with hills, two miles
| from the plain of Esdraelon, six west of
i Mount Tabor, and about twenty west of
' the southern one of the Sea of Tiberias.
| Now En-Nasirah, with a population of

;
| about four thousand. Subject unto them.

T [Teacher, urge from the holy example of

Christ the duty of honor to parents.] His
| mother kept. Another mystesious event
| in connection with her Son was added to
| the themes of thought already in Mary’s
!heart. Silently she brooded over these
| strange incidents, destined to have their
F explanation afterward.
| 52. INCREASED. For cighteen vears af-
| ter, the record of Jesus' life is unwritten.
From Mark 6, 8, it would appear that he
followed the avocation of Joseph as a car-
penter. In wisdom. Trained by the teach-
ings of a pious mother, by the commun-
ings of nature, by the oracles of the Old
Testament, and the Sabbath services of
the synagogue, his mind advanced in na-
tural growth. Favor with God. God’s

grace was manifested in him by the sweet-
ness of his character and the earnestness
of his piety. And man. (8) True godli-
ness of the right sort does not repel, but at-
tracts the love of others by ils own power.

GoLDpEN TEXT: And Jesus increased in
wisdom and stature, and in favor with
God and man. Luke 2, 52.

gmce. »
The next lesson is Luke 3, 15-22.

is told of Spurgeon that it 18 his habit to
alnlltt himself up on Satnrdays,_ and that one
Saturday & man called and insisted on seeiug
him. ¢ Tell him,” said the visitor to his ser-
vant, ¢ That a servant of the Lord wishes to
seo him.” The message was del‘x‘vered and
the following answer returned: ¢ Tell him

that T am engaged with his Master.”

house, and as children are Sound in his |
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Being a History of the Rise and Progress of Methodism in Nova Scotis,
New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, Newfoundland, and the Bermudas,
with collateral facts and characters in these Provinces, down to the year 1813.
The Second Volume, now being prepared by the Author, will bring the History
down to the period of Union—1874.

Impartial readers, not members of the Methodist Church—men of high
literary standing—have pronounced this the best History Nova Scotia has ever
produced.

more than thé#ectual expense incurred by the author in its publicatjon,

of dates and circumstances, it has been verified by competent judges.
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This work will be found a most interesting volume, especially to Methodists.. The

selves with general literature, and they become of interest, not merely to the denomi

nations whose careers they describe but to every one interested in-tracing the rise
and progress of a people.— Reporter, Halifaz.

As Methodism in the East and West is now consolidated into one or&,anization,
this history of Mr. Smith’s is well adapted to make the Methodists of the West better
acquainteg with the origin and history of Methodism in the East, and thus bring them
into closer sympathy with the work of our brethren in the East. A fuller know}ed%‘e
of that work will be a bond of fraternity and unity. The volume is highly creditable
to both the author and the publisher. It is got up in good style. We bespeak for it
a wide circulation among the readers of the ** Guardian™—Guardian, Toronto.

It would be a means of grace, as well as a source of valuable information to our
eople ; and ought to be in every Methodist family.—Rev. C. Stewart, D. D. Prof, of
heology, M. Allison.

Is invaluable as a repository of the annals of Methodism in this country. It opens
with a judicious chapter on the Origin and Characteristics of Methodism, _and then,
chapter after chapter, gives the history of the evangelistic efforts and operations of the
Methodists, trom 1769 to 1813. Mr Smith has evidently bestowed great pains on this
work. It is minute and comprehensive and appears to do ample justice to the subject.
We trust his services will be heartily appreciated and that he will thus be encouraged
to prosecute atask for which he seems peculiarly well qualified.—Presbyterian
Witness.

It is needless to say that the book is interesting, especially so to our Methodist
friends. While the main object kept in view by the author has been to present an
authentic and reliable history of Wesleyan Methodism, he has necessarily embodied in
his narrative many historical facts of a general character, bearing upon the condition
of the country socially, morally and religiously, which are calculated to render it val-

ing of a wide circulation and careful perusal.—Chrontcle, Halifaz.

Its t aphical appearance reflects credit upon the establishment from which it
emma%grl‘ e work gseably written, and the information to be derived from it is in-

| valuable.—Reporier, Fredericton.

’ We recommend our readers to procure it for themselves. It will do good both t
| their heads and their hearts —Canada Methodist Magazine.

This book ought to be in every Methodist Sabbath School, side by side with the

first books in real merit.— Rev. D. D. Currie,

! If our readers want to possess a history of heroic struggles and glorioustriumphs
let them procure this book. We trust that it will have a wide circulation, especially
among those for whom it is chiefly written.— Recorder, London.

The Churches in Nova Scetia, New Brunswick, Prince Edw'ard Island, and th'e
| Bermudas have found a painstaking historian in Mr. Watson Smith, who traces their
| rise hnd progress, and chronicles the names and doings ot the pioneer missionaries

with loving care.— Recorder, London.
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