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sit odes of fortune, lie continued stedfast un­
til he entered his master's joy, on the ICth 
March, 1852, in the 8Gth year of his age, 
having filled the office of Class Leader for 
» period of fifty-five years.

Our aged friend was not an idle Chris­
tian. After gaining possession of “ the pearl 
of great price” himself, he was “instant in 
season and out of season,” in striving to 
persuade all around him to secure the same 
blessing. In the year 1807, he removed to 
New Harbour, near Guysborough, where 
Weslcyanism was almost unknown even by 
name. On his arrival there, his earnest re­
gards for the souls of men became manifest, 
by exhorting them to flee from the wrath to 
come, and to comply with the apostolic in­
junction, “ not to forget the assembling them­
selves together,” and his persevering efforts 
were rewarded by the regular attendance of 
a goodly number of his neighbours on the 
Sabbath, and occasionally at other times, for 
exhortation and prayer; so that Brother 
Beaks may justly be considered as the pion­
eer of Methodism in those parts, llis zeal 
for the cause of God reached the ears of the
Rev. Mr. Black, in Halifax, who addressed 'Churches referred to, scarcely, will you find
a letter to him, bidding him God-speed, ex­
horting him to persevere in his “ labour of 
love," and giving him some directions for the 
conducting his meetings, which he constantly 
kept up, until he visited Port la Tour, about 
eighteen months ago, where he remained, 
until, like a shock of corn fully ripe, he was 
gathered into his Master’s garner, “ being 
old and full of dnys."

He expressed a wish to be buried in his 
own ground, as he termed the grave-yard of 
the Cape Negro Chapel—lie having gratu­
itously deeded the land on which tlie chapel 
stands, to the Methodist Society; and not­
withstanding the weather was rather unfa­
vourable, a large concourse attended the 
funeral ; when our indefatigable and belov­
ed pastor, the Rev. J. V. Jost, (who fre­
quently visited hjm during his protractod 
illness,) improved the occasion by address­
ing them from Acts xxi, part of verse 16— 
“ An old tl'sciple,"—aftt r which, the mortal 
remains of our venerable friend were con­
signed to the dust, there to rest until the 
morning of the resurrection. J. T.

Pori la Tour, April 9, 1832.

<CotTC9poubcmc.
For I lit- Wesleyan.

Tlic Warfare against Methodism.
NO. it.

popular and productive. From this spring» 
their readiness to write and publish, against 
what their patrons deem or denominate op­
pression in either Church or State. Ilencc 
the devotion of some prints to the interests 
of Seandal-dom, by their ready publication 
ol whatever throws a slur on men of emi­
nence in Church or State ; their proprietors 
well knowing that the world in general hates 
the really good and useful, while it envies 
the great.

To the above circumstances we add, that 
the Methodists have not been schooled in ; 
the narrow spirit of sectarian bigotry, which 1 
has effectually taught the majority of the ! 
members of some Churbca which we might 
name, to esteem themselves par eartellence I 
“ the People of the Lord,” and heathens all : 
beside, and to refuse to read a Book or Pe­
riodical published by another Denomination. 
No—they have been taught by their Minis-, 
ters to look upon all Evangelical Denomin­
ations with respect; hence in a considerable i 
number of Wesleyan families you will find ! 
the periodicals and books published by other ; 
denominations, while in no family of those

a Wesleyan publication of any kind taken 
and regularly read. I speak from extensive 
knowledge, and assert fearlessly, that I do 
not believe there is a Baptist in New Bruns­
wick that takes T/te Wesleyan, while, until 
very recently, numbers of our members and 
attached hearers, took the Christian Visitor, 
and other denominational papers. In Eng­
land this circulation of denominational papers 
among Wesleyans prevails even more ex­
tensively, if I am no) greatly mistaken.

All the above circumstances conspire to 
give the opponents of Methodism great ad­
vantages, of which they have not been slow 
to avail themselves ; and here lies the secret 
of their success in exciting suspicions, agi­
tation, insubordination, and secession. Our 
very liberality of sentiment and conduct to­
ward Olliers has been abused, and made use 
of to divide, and ultimately to destroy the 
Methodist Church, if possible.

Now, reader, calmly recall to mind the 
assaults made on the Conference, and the 
insinuations thrown out against the Wesleyan 
Ministers in general, and you will observe 
that all arc, in one form or other, appeals to 
the natural dispositions named near tlie be­
ginning of this article, and not one that 1 ever 
recollect appealing to our regard for the 
honour and glory of God. Our passions, 
our prejudices and our pride are appealed to, 
and not tlie views, princi|>les, and affections 
Unit grave produces in the soul.

Nothing has tended more to excite my 
suspicion of the motives of those antagonists 
of Methodism, and to induce me to observe 
and weigli their conduct, than discerning tlie 
aliove peculiarity. I only wish Methodists 
would weigh this carefully on all occasions, 
when they hear the Conference attacked, 
and also the following question—Who are

No onslaught upon Methodism has been 
carried on with greater skill, and under 
more favourable circumstances than that 
which now attracts our attention.

There is in most minds a natural aversion 
to cunt run l in religious matters, aim a dispo­
sition to he suspicious of the muves aul ! the more likely to judge truly and act right 
conduct of those, whom God has pin red over j eously; and seek most ardently tlie purity 
us in the Church ; and these dispositions have j and welfare of the Methodist Church—those 
been fostered to morbid sensitiveness in j Ministers who have been instrumental in 
many thoughtful Christians of the present j the conversion o( the majority of her people, 
age, by a knowledge of the assumption and | who have been raised up in lier bosom, and 
despotism of the °Priest* and Prelates of j who have sense enough to know that oppres- 
llome ; ami in a lessèr degree, of sonic of! sion can only tend to drive away tlie people 
lire Clergy anil Prelates of the Chur h of from thorn ; or thoç Ministers and Editors 
Endian ill and hence there is probably no who<e pecuniary gain and inlluencc are di­

rectly increased in proportion totiie diminu­
tion of the influence of Methodism, anil tlreir 
success in drawing away the families and 
members of the Methodist Church ? Yes, 
weigli it, and -if those who will take the 
trouble to do so, do not sec and feel a# I

jKiint on which, many Christians, and espe­
cially Metliodists, are more vulnerable than 
on these ; and many of our opponents seem 
to know it well; especially the Agitators in 
England, and their sympathizers in the va­
rious Denominations that look on Metliodism
as a formidable and growing rival. feel, it will be a passing wonder ; for any

The present age is also one in which tlie I thoughtful person will perceive that every 
human mind is intensely directed to ques-1 Minister of an isolated Church, (such as are

' nil those of the denominations from which 
tlie hottest fire comes,) has a direct, personal 
ai,-l pecuniary intérest in the addition of 
members to his Church. He is hired by the 
Church, and let it be remembered, that no 
limit is fixed to the pay lie can receive ; lor 
although he bargains (be a stipulated sum for 
the year, yet he may receive in addition all 
the presents and other perquisites that his 
Hook have a mind to give, which will gene­
rally be in proportion to the size of tlie flock; 
and as no one can remove him from his Pas­
torate, mvo the Almighty, if he pleases the 
people, (and success in adding lo the flock 
generally goes farther than real piety and 
faithfulness, in securing tlie confidence of 
the Church.) he can occasionally, as the

lions affecting civil and religious liberty, 
owing to the recent efforts made on the 
Continent of Europe to throw off the shackles 
of Civil Despotism, to the exciting questions 
which led to the disruption of the Church of 
Scotland, and the controversy which threat­
ens the Church of England with disruption. 
It is an age also in which the Periodical 
Press universally employeikand patronized, 
while it is, in fob many instances, in the 
hands of incompetent and unscrupulous men ; 
owing to the fact, that it is, with soma hon­
orable exceptions, in tlie hands of those who 
have started their papers for personally pe­
cuniary, or party objects, and who will con­
sequently write and publish what they con­
ceive will tend to reader their papers most.

Church increases, demand and have >» stead­
ily increasing salary. It is not so with the 
Wesleyan Ministry.

In writing as above, I do not mean even to 
insinuate, much less to say, that all Minis­
ters ami Editors of the Churches alluded to, 
are so base as to he governed by personally 
pecuniary considerations ; but all, and espe­
cially those who accuse the Wesleyan finfer­
ence oj “ ambition“ tyrannyand merce­
nary motives, will forgive me, (at least ought 
lo do so,) if I say that we have abundant 
reason to suspect of the basest of motives,our 
assailants, who affect so much sympathy lor 
“the expelled," and so much anxiety to guard 
the Methodists against oppression.

In concluding this article let me suggest 
this additional inquiry for the consideration 
of my readers, viz. : whether, looking upon 
the assaults so frequently made, openly and 
clandestinely, upon the Church of our choice, 
it is prudent or proper, to put the orpins of 
our assailants into the hands of our children, 
until their judgments are matured ; and fur­
ther whether it is not one branch of Chris­
tian duty to circulate as extensively ns pos­
sible, those Papers and Books which wc 
know to Ire sound and safe ? Hume and 
Gibbon, in their beautifully written and in­
teresting Histories, have done more mischief 
by their oiie-siib-d slurs on religion, probably, 
than if they had written professedly Infidel 
works. * xx.

April, 1852.

z lor tlie Wrslrysn.

Annapolis flrruit—Rrlmprct.
.Mr vkry 1)kak Brother,—In this part 

of the Province it is customary for a Minis­
ter to preach n sermon in connection with 
every funeral he is invited to attend. This 
old and general practice is a groat tax upon 
the preacher's labours, and frequently draws 
largely upon his sympathies. This evening 
my mind has been thrown backward to the 
time wlren we arrived in Anna|»olis, August 
1819, and to the number of funerals 1 have 
been celled to uttend, since that period.

The first was occasioned by the death of 
à lovely child that belonged lo Mr. F. Mar­
shall. It is, however, a source of great con­
solation to the parents to know, that eur 
Saviour him said “ suffer little children to 
come unto me and forbid them not for of 
such is the kingdom of God." The next 
was Mr. Jesse Jefferson, a young man in the 
prime of life just married, about to settle 
himself in business, and was suddenly soiled 
with typhus fever, which, in a few days 
terminated his earlhlyrexistence, leaving his 
youthful bride behind suffering witli the 
same disease, llow necessary it is to have 
our lamps trimmed and oil in our vessels, 
that at any moment we may enter into the 
marriage supper <»l the Lamb. Siren after 
this event, Mr. John Vroom and his wife 
were called to mourn over the departure of 
a beloved child, and thus taught not to set 
their affections on things tx-low, hut on things 
above. December following Mrs. Kent 
ended lier days. She had been a consistent 
member of tlie Wesleyan Church for a num­
ber of years, and died in peace. The next 
day wc had to climb up Granville .Mountain 
to pay a tribute of respect to tlie memory of 
a fine young man, Mr. Hudson, who found 
a watery grave in tlie Bay of: Fundy. What 
a blessing that Christ is on, the water as well 
as on the land. January CMÔ0, death visit­
ed the residence of Mr. Delap. in Granville, 
and removed to her eternal home an aged, 
faithful coloured servant, who hud long lived 
in the family and was much respected. Feb. 
28, we consigned to the house appointed for 
all living the remains of Mrs. Valentine- 
Troop. She was a person generally re­
spected, for year» a member of the Metho­
dic Society, and although her affliction was 
short, she was found prepared for her hut 
change, lo the latter part u( April*after a 
fingering sickness, which was home with 
exemplary patience, Mrs. Dodge, bade u-ditu 
to this world with a good hope through the 
merits of Christ of being admitted into hea­
ven. In May*; we had to visit Joggin to 
inter the remains of Mrs. Oaks. She was 
buried in the Wesleyan grave-yard, Digby. 
Mr«. O. died very happy in the Irerd, ear­
nestly exhorting all around her to seek ami 
serve the Divine Being. Oct. 9, we had to 
proceed up the River to preach a sermon in 
connectiou with the funeral ot Mr. Curly.

For some years lie had been a member of 
the Wesleyan Society, and his relations and 
friends were well satisfied that their loss 
would be hisguin. A host this time we had 
to cross the river to bury a chilli at Stoney 
Beiu-h, thus reminding twthat ncitlrev young 
nor old can escape the shafts of death. While 
disease and death were thus making ravages 
in the different lucidities around us, we wvro 
unexpectedly called lo sympathise with Mr. 
Edward Hardwick and family, In the sndden 
removal of the partner of his bosom. Through 
mercy she had enjoyed religion for about 
twenty years, wiw a consistent member of the 
Metliodist Church, and woe not afraid to die. 
May those who mourn her departure, be 
perfectly prepared to follow her.

The next was n young limn named Caushy, 
who after a few days’ sickness sank into the 
amis of death, earnestly praying to bo re­
ceived into the kingdom of heaven.

July 14, 1851, Miss Susan McFadden, 
having fallen a victim to conenmption, was 
consigned to the silent grave. Some tlmo 
previously at a protracted meeting, she had 
obtained the pearl of great price, joined tho 
Methodist Society, and died very happy in 
the Lord. Three days after this, we attend­
ed the funeral of Mr. Oliver, who became a 
prey to death, at a few moments' warning, 
leaving a wife and several children to mourr. 
the loss of a good husband and kind father.— 
The day following, in tho immediate neigh­
bourhood, wc interred the remains of a young 
girl eleven years ef age, who died remarka­
bly happy, rejoîeîng in the Irerd.

July 3V, wn# a memorable day to the 
people in Granville, being the time when 
Mr. Stirk nnd Mr. Silas Troop were com­
mitted to their mother-dust. The Rev. A. 
McNutt read the funeral service over both 
at once, in the presence ef an immense con­
course of people, after which a discourse wse 
delivered in tlie Wesleyan Chope I. In Oct., 
we attended tho funeral of old Mr. Pine on 
tho Waldeck line. Ho had long been a 
faithful mid zealous Christian, and eould sa y 
in liis last moments, “ to die is gain." No­
vember following, Miss Celeste Tupper in 
the meming of life was removed to tho 
paradise of God. Stic left the world prais­
ing the Irerd. Last December, the Mev. 
Mr. Tatloh and I were called to-sympa­
thize with the family of Mr. Samuel Coro- 
well, Digby Neck, plunged into the deepest 
distress, by one of the sons finding his father 
a lifeless . corpse ou the raiul side. Mr. C. 
was returning from Digby the previous night, 
ami death met him on the way. He was a 
man much and deservedly respected, and 
has left many behind him deeply lo mourn 
lliht unexpected nnd painful event. Last 
February Mr. Henry Kent suddenly ex- 
i-lianged mortality for fife, leaving a wife 
and large family to deplore their bereaved 
situation. The next funeral was of a very 
melancholy character, occasioned by the 
death of a young nmn, who was found dead 
on the road-eide, after spending the previous 
day in the free use of intoxicating liquors. 
<) what a warning to those who will not bo 
prevailed upon to by aside the inebriating 
cup !

Last Thursday, wc interred the remains 
of Mrs. James Hardwick. She had suffered 
mucli since lust January, but is now released. 
Jibe died rejoicing in God her Saviour.

In the previous observations, you hare an 
account of purl of the funerals that I have 
1st-1 to attend, mid at all of which I have hail 
to preach. Surely, we are reminded thut 
this fife is short, uncertain and very serious 
in its results. The th mise of tho late Lieut.
( îovernor of this Province, Sir John Harvey, 
teaches every reflecting person, that there 
is. an end to all civil distinctions, all military 
honours, nil religious privileges, and all sub­
lunary enjoyments ; and shews the vast im­
portance of having our affectiom weaned 
from the world, of vigilantly attending to the 
things that make for our everlasting peace, 
that w lie never tho messenger of death may 
arrive we may be enabled to say with the 
Apostle —“ I am now ready to be offered, 
ami the time of my departure is at hand. I 
have fought a good fight, 1 have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith. Henceforth 
there i* laid up for me a crown of righteous­
ness which the Lordlhe righteous judge shall 
give me at that day ; and not onto me only, 
hut unto aH them also that love his a|»pcar-
mg M. Pickles.

Annapolis, April 13, 1852.


