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A May Sonnet.

(From the Antigonish Casket
The never failing help on Mary 's purt
|5 fuel to & soul that in her love
Confides its cares, and like n r:||»!\|rml dove
Flies straightway to the furnace of her heart.
Oh ! let us all to Mary fuir nnim't
Our troubles and our woes: €he will approve
And in our divest need will he above
To guide us to her Son, to be our chart
Upon this sea where tempests never end.
May she at last, our earthly voyage o'er,
Be at the port of Heaven, our truest friend
To greet us on that everlasting shore !
Till then, sweet Mother Mary, bless us all
W ho only wait to hear thy loved son’s call,
’ Davin 8. O'Keere.

&t Joseph, N. B.

—l——

Official.

To the Reverend Clergy of the Arch-

diocese of Toronto :

Reverend and Dear
by these presents call
to an authorized translation of a ‘Brief’
recently issued be our Holy Father, on
the subject of devotion to the Holy
Ghost.  We request of vou to read
this DBrief to your people on the Feast
of Pentecost, and to carry out its pro-
visions as far as the time will permit.

We regret sincerely that we re-
ceived this document only on Satur-
day last. Had it reached us at an
e-rlier date we chould have had it
jssued in time to fulfil the conditions
of the novena which it prescribes.

I beg leave to remain, Rever
and Dear Fathers.

Yours devotedly,
+ Joux WALSH.,
Archhishop of Toronto.
St Michael's Palace, Toronto,
30th May, 1895,
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[Leo XIIL. Pope :—To all the faith-
ful of Christ who chall be made cogviz
ant of the contents of this letter, Health
and Apostolic DBenediction.

With a desire worthy of the tender
solicitude of a mother, the Church has
never ceased to implore the Almighty
that the universal Ch tian people
might be united together in the bonds
of religious faith and practical devo-
tion. We, likewise, who represent on
earth the person of the Divine Pastor
of souls, have endedvored to follow that
example, e have been uuremitting
in our efforts to foster alike purpose
amongst Catholic nations and we now
recommend a similar resolution to these
Christian nations whom the Church so
long and ardently calls to the true
centre of Christian unity. The source
from which we have attained so many
happy auguries and from which we
still await renewed assistance is not
hard to  discern, for it is
from Him who is justly invoked
under the title of ‘¢ Father of Mercies
and whose especial prerogative it is to
illuminate our minds and graciousiy

lend our wills unto calvation. Nor
can even Catholics be blind to the

grandeur and dignity of our under-
takings, for on their success depends
the greater glory of God. the honor of
the Christian name and the eternal
salvation of many souls. And if they
sincerely and religiously consider the
beneficient results that must inevitably
accrue from our efforts they will ex-
perience an increased revival of divine
love in their hearts which, with God’s
grace, will prompt them to shrink
from mno obstacle and strain every
nerve on behalf of their Christian
brethren. And then it will come to
pass—a thing devoutly to he wished —
that they will readily unite with us, not
only in the firm and unwavering hope
of a satisfactory issue but also in that
means which devout and humble sup-
plication obtains from the throne of
mercy. For the exercise of this duty
of Christian piety there is no time
more appropriate than that in which
the Apostles of old after the Ascension
of our Lord into Heaven “ pemained
together and were persevering with
one mind at praver with Mary the
Mother of Jesus ' (Acts iv., 14,) await-
ing the promised help from on High
and the treasures of all the gifts of the
Holv Spirit.

From that august cenacle of the
Paraclete the Church conceived by
Christ and brought forth in His saving
blood, wafted as it were by the breath
of Giod, went forward on her glorious
mission of leading the pations of the
earth to the unity of faith and the new-
ness of Christian life.

Within a short period the most ad-
mirable and bountiful results followed
where we behold that inimitable union

of hearts that can mnever be too
strongly recommended for our imita-

tion and example. And the multi-
tude of believers had but one heart
and soul.” (Acts iv., 32.) Tor that
reason we have deemed it well both by
exhortation and request to excite the
devotion of the Catholic people, that,
following the example of the Virgin
Mother and the holy Apostles, they may
also, during the nine days preceding
the feast of Pentecost, pray God with
unanimity of purpose and fervent de-
votion, repeating the gelf-came prayer;
«Send forth thy spirit and they shall
be created and thou shalt renew the
face of the earth.”

Truly great and salutary are the
blessings which we hope 10 obtain
from Him, who is the Spirit of Truth :

who has revealed the hidden mysteries
of the God head in the sacred Scrip
tures : who strengthens the Church by
His ever-abiding Presence, and from
whom as from the livii fountain of
holiness the souls that are regenerated
unto the adoption of the sons ot God
are wonderfully multiplied and per
fected in the supernatural zifts of
eternal life,

For it is from the manifold graces
of the Holy Spirit and from His per-
petual bounty that divine light and
love, health and strength, solace and
rest, all good Christian purpose and
proficiency in Christian operation are
derived. In fine the Holy Spirit so
acts by his power in the Church that
as Christ is the head of that mystic
body so the Holy Ghost may be ap
propriately called its heart : for *‘ the
heart has a certain secret influence in
the body ; and therefore the Holy
Ghost is compared to the heart because
He animates and unites the Church in
an enviable manner.” (St Thomas.
And since above all the Holy Ghost is
that divine charity to whom all the
works of love are attributed, it is
greatly to be hoped that through Him
the spirit of error shall be expelled.
the spirit of wickedness restrained,
and there shall be affected a closer
union and more lasting harmony that
will be worthy of the children ot the
Catholic Church, who, in accordance
with the admonition of the Apostle,
“ghould do nothing through strife.”
but ** being of one mind. having the
same charity, and being of one
accord,” will thus fill up the measure
of our joy and hecome not merely in
pname but in very deed a strong and
flourishing communirt From such a
manifes:ation of Christian harmouy
amAngst Catholics: from the earnest

devotion of prayer to the Holv Ghost,
we are confident that the reconcil
jation which we have endeav-
ored to effect with —our sep
arated brethren ma) be realized,
so that * the mind may be in them

which was in Christ Jesus (Phil. ii.,
5), and being at last partakers with us
of Faith and Hope they may in time
be joined with us in the much desired
bonds of perfect charity. Desid®s the
blessings which the faithful who re
spond to our earnest exhortations shall
receive from God in veturn for their
active piety and fraternal charity it
further pleases us to bestow the reward
of Holy Indulgences from the treasure
of the Church.

Therefore, to all those who for nine
consecutive days before the Feast of
Pentecost shall devoutly recite either
publicly or privately some special
prayers to the Holy Ghost, we grant,
on each of these days, an Indulgence
of seven years and seven quarantines;
also a Plenary Indulgence on any one
of these days, or on the Feast of Pente-
cost, Or on any day within the follow-

provided that having duly

ing octave,
confessed and communicated they pray
to God. according to the intentions
above specified. We further grant to
those who wish to repeat the same con-
ditions of prayer, during the octave
following Penteccst, the same In
dulgences. Those Indulgences may
be applied to the suffering souls in
Purgatory : and by our authority we
hereby ordain and decree that they
shall be available each year for the
future, those conditions being observed
which are required by law and custom.

(iiven at Rome, at St. Peter's, under
the Fisherman's seal, in the year one
thousand eight hundred and ninety-
five, on the fifth day of May, in the
eighteenth year of our Pontificate.

O. CarpiNaL DE RUGGIERO.

DEVOTION TO THE SACRED
HEART.

During the month of June the
Church, in an especial manner, cele-
brates this devotion, and it is to be
hoped that every one w ho has not vet
joined the League of the Sacred Heart
will do so at once, for the Blessed P.
Simon Gourdan writes that it is:

1. The most holy devotion,
therein men venerate in
affections and motives of his heart by
which he sanctified the Church, glori-
fied his Heavenly lather, and showed
himself to men as a perfect example of
the most sublime holiness.

2. The oldest division of the Catho-

lic Church, which, instructed by St.
Paul. the great Apostle, has at all
times acknowledged the great bene-
ficence of the divine and Sas red Heart
of Jesus.
The most approved devotion, for
the Holy Scriptures everywhere ad-
monish us to renew the heart, by
changing our lives; to penetrate it
with true sorrow, to inflame it with
divine love, and to adorn it by the
practice of all virtues. When, there
fore, a new heart i promised us, by
which to direct our lives, that can be
no other than the heart of Jesus, which
is to us the pattern of all excellence,
and which we must follow if we would
he saved.

4, Tne most perfect devotion, as
being the origin of all other devotions,
for the heart of Jesus is the inhaust
ible treasury, from which the blessed
Mother of God, and all other saints
have derived their graces their vir-
tues, their life, their spiritual good.
Filled first with treasures from this
gource different servants of God have
instituted and established other devo-

for
Christ those
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tions.

The

most  profitable devotion,
| for thereby we have hrought before our
| eyves the very fountain of life and

|
| A
inereasing in ourselve
| adoring this divine Heart, meditating
on its holy affections, and endeavoring
to imitaie them.
¢ The devotion most pleasing to
God, for thus we adore God, as Christ
requires, in spirit and in truth, serv-
ing Him inwardly in our hearts, and
endeavoring to please Him finally
7. The 1most necessary devotion,
since it is the whole object of it to unite
intimately with Christ

s all virtues, by

us  most as
members of Him, ber head. to make us
live by and according to His spirit, to
have our heart and soul with Him, and
through grace finally to become one
with Him. which is and mus be the
object of all devotions.

—e il

THE ONLY HOPE OF UNITY.
i

The question of unity
burning question at the present time.
Oar Protestant friends are wide awake
on the subject and are anxiously dis-
cussing the question. What can be
done?

One of the most discouraging indi-
cations in regard to the union even of
various Protestant denominations is
the fact that it seems impossible not
only for the separate denominations to
unite but even for the different divis-
ions of the same denomination to comne
together in a compact orgaunization.
Every denomination has in the pro-
gress of time split into separate sec-
tious on she principle of private judg-
ment, yvet calling themselves by the
old name with the addition of a distine
tive appeliation: for iustance, Pedo
Japtists ; Seventh Day Baptists : Hard
Shell Baptists, ete.. Methodist Episco-

. Wesleyan Methodists, Protestant
Methodists, ete., with much longer lists
of both, and so with the rest. Now, it
would seem that the points ol differ
ence between these various s setions of
the same denomination could not be
very essential, and there isa feeling
among the most sensible and conserva-
tive portion of them that the differ-
ences are really not essential and they
ougzht not to cause division among
them—they ought to unite in a com-
mon organization. Yet, it seems imn-
possible for them to agree. Spite of
all their efforts they cannot be be per-
suaded to forego their minor prefer-
ences of opinion and doctrinal teach-
ing for the sake of A common and more
intimate brotherhood.

We are afraid they will not be in-
clined to accept advice from us even
though offered with the greatest sin-
cerity and deepest sympathy for their
distracted condition. But the fact is
they know and feel the desirability, and
even the necessity, of unity in the
Church of Christ. They kuow, or
ought to know, that external unity is
a note of the true Church, according to
the prayer of our Lord : * That they
all may be one as Thou, Father, art in
Me and I in Thee, that they also may
be one in Us, that the world may know
that Thou hast sent Me.” But the idea
of their ever being able to unite amoug
themselves is hopeless. Even if they
could what would they gain? Protest:
antism is not the only form of Chris-
tianity. There are three hundred
millions of Catholics to be taken into
the account. Under these circum-
stances we do not see that thera is any
other practical way than for them to
abandon their thousand and one con-
tendings and constantly divergent
cetts and join the Catholic Church.
This is the best the most sensible ad-
vice we can give them. Some, per
haps, will laugh and others will sneer
at the proposition. DBut if they would
but take the matter into serious con-
sideration—nct take for granted that
they areinfailibly right—lay asidetheir
unreasonable and unfounded preju-
dicesand examine theclaimsof theCath-
olic Church with candor and impartial
ity, our word for it, they would soon
be convinced that that Church alone
contains the means and the guarantee
of true Christian unity, that is, unity
of faith and unity of org anization with
a supreme central tribunal of final
appeal to interpret the law and settle
controversy.

Why caunot our separated brethren
see that unity in spirituals is just as
impossible without such an

is certainly a
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grace, and can draw dirvectly from 1t,

| prevarications ol worldly ecclesiastics
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authorita- |

tive tribunal as unity in temporals |

would be without a supreme civil
tribunal to define the law and end dis
putes?

The absolute necessity of such a head
and centre of unity is one of the
strongest arguments in favor of the
supremacy of the See of Peter. That
necessity ought to have influence in
interpreting those passages of Scrip-
tures which are appealed to as giving
supreme authority to Peter. Our Lord
with divine prescience knew the im-
portance
endowed with the prerogative of in-
errably interpreting the divine law
and guiding the faithful in the way
of truth and peace.
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Leo NI, add special interest to all
his utterances. But, after all, thechiof
geeret of his power lies in the fact that
he is the representative of the spiritual
order on earth, and when he speaks he
is simply the mouthpiece of that grand
old Church whose system of teaching in
the embodied wisdom of the ages, and
which has a noble body of ruled casc
and authoritatives decisions on all sub-
jects pertaining to the well-being and
happiness of man, whetherin this world
or that which is to come. On, that the
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in demonstrating the cxistence of the
Supreme and Perfect Being makes no
D, reference to Scripture revelation.
Thus far, then, the method of the
outologist and the geometrician is the
same.  And the first principles in hoth

1. That a thing must be created or
be eternal is as clear and immediately
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would give him a verdict.
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there is nothing more immedi-
ate and evident to the mind that could
iptervene to make it clearer or more
evident. To demonstrate or bring
home to the mind the truth of a thesis
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principles be as valid as a demonstra
tion in geometry 2 If Buclid, starting
from a self-avident truth, proves that
the relation between the three angles
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the truths already known and ad-

itted fore is. Here there is no differ
mitted. : sl 3

A ence in the order of thougzht, no differ

Now when we coma to a truth than iz and

ence in process, no difference as to de
gree of truth or self-evidentness of
data or first principles. Here we see
no difficulty in the way except it be

which no other is better known the
process of demounstration, as above
ilustrated, must necessarily fail,  That
is the reason why every demonstration
must go back farthear and farther until
it comes ultimately to a truth that is
undemonstrable by reason of its very
immediateness to the mind. All the
cciences rest on truths of this kind.
They are called the axioms of the
science. No attempt is ever made to
prove them: the most that is done isto
explain what they mean. Euclid lays
down a few of these axioms,and . wisely,
without any attempt to prove them,
builds upon them every proposition of
his immortal work.

Let us now come back to our propo
gition : ** Every real thing must be
created or eternal, and explain what
it means as best we can. liverything
that is must have a beginning or not.
There is here no medium, no middle

not as true as geometric truth.
people need education more than argu
ment. They ignore the fact that geom
etry belongs strictly to tl
metaphysics 3

Such

that its suhject matier is
)

univer
motion are amenable to it
oternal and immutable, and being
eternal and immutable is and must be
of the essence of the oternal and im
mutable Being. This conclusion may
gtrike you as strange, but a little re

The truth of geometry is oternal and
immutable This will be granted
without argunment.  Then it is of the
essence of God, for if not there would

or ) 4 b P awrnative avinge or ¥ ;
ground. I'he alternative of having or | s something eternal and immutable
not having a beginning exhausts all

outside of and independent of God,
something that could defy His omni
potence to change, something that
could exist without and do without
Him. To suppose the existenco of
anv such thing implies the destruction
of God's omnipotence, and to say He is

the possibilities. Fverything think
able must be referred to the class of
having or to the class of not having a
beginning. What cannot be referred
to one or the other of these two classes
is absolute nothing, aud nothing is
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and necesity of such a head ‘

Hence He said to |

Peter: ** 1 have prayed for thee that |

thy faith fail not and when thou art
converted confirm thy brethren.”
+ Feed My sheep and feed My lambs.”
“] give unto thee the keys of the
kingdom of heaven.”  * Thou art
Peter (petra, a rock,) and upon this
rock I will build My Church and the
gates of hell (the powers of darkness—
the propagators of error, heresy and

it ie of God, of His infinite being, and
that its existence depends on His exist

kl’lll"', and without Him it would not,
eould not, be either eternal, immutable |
or true.  We can deal very little in
t any of the sciences without drawing
lnn-nr to the awful Divine presence.
How profound are the words of Scrip

determine its coming into being rather
than its continuance in non-being.
That cause or reason could not be in
the thing itself, for, according to the
hypothesis, the thing is not yet in
being, it is nothing ; and nothing can
do nothing, determine nothing. Then
the cause of the thing's being rather

N ain 'y i nge ot ture : * In Him welive and move and
p ing 3y SOME - : : )y .
than not being must be soms thing out- | have our being. We are like the

side of and independent of the yet non-
exiswent thing. This outside and in-
dependent cauge that determines the
thing to be rather than to not be is
its creator, and it,
created.

In looking over what we have just '

eyeless man who gtands under the lum
inous noonday sun unconscious of the
| ocean of light about him.— l'reeman 8
o X 'S Journal.
now in existence, 18, - -
Who doth more hinder the
more trouble than thine own
fied affection.

& - i Thomas a’Kempis.
said we see nothing ‘!‘M has been It is much safer to he in subjection than in
taken for granted. We have kept authority.—l pitation of Christ, ‘M

ing,
you drink ? 5
she clutched at her heart,
and
toendent

haps,
were to quench the fiercest of purgator-
ial flames

hearts unmorti- ‘ long

«() Johuny, Johnny ! why did
As she censed speaking,
staggored
fell into the arms of a court at
The unfortunate son bent

over her prostrate form, clasping her
hand with real tenderness, and cried :
“ Mother !
me?
ian, gently ;

mother !

don't vou know
~It's no use,

said the physic

“ yvour mother is dead.”

There are men, and women too per
who could uot shed a tear, it it

. but such an incident as this

- told to chiidren could not fail to move
sa, and give thee | them, or to inspire them with a lifa-
horror for the sin which is break-
ing mother-hearts everywhere,—Ave
aria.




