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Benediction with her, at the httla’
ohurch some mile and a half distant. |
Di would gladly have refused ; but, |
thinking that perbaps Helen did not |
like the dark walk home alone, she |
consented, urged thereto by her in- |
nate couriesy. ‘

The church was restful, and the |
singing of the children from a neigh- |
boriug convent not at all bad, though |
ghe entirely failed to follow the Latin
psalm At the end of the Compline
the priest went into the pulpit. He
gave out his text
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It was guite an ordinary
one that Catholics are well accus
tomed to hear. Lady Mitchell, how
ever presently found herself listening
intently., Certain sentences, certain
passages, printed themselves vividly
on her mind,

fermon

“No one who is not entirely pure
can enter heaven,” she heard the
priest say, ' yet there are many who
dle, who are not yet fili to enter
heaven, nor, we may safely aver, bad
enough for hell. Logic and justice,
therefore, demand some other
where such gouls be purified
from those stains of gin still clinging
to them I'his place we Catholics
know to exist, and it is called purga
tory.”

In a few sentences he put before
his hearers the Catholic doctrine of
purgatory. Lady Mitchell listened to
every

Presentlyte said

“ Now, we know this doctrine to be
true. Therefore it is our duty to aid
the souls who are imprisoned. Dur
ing the recent bombardment of a
Belgian town, « of the houses was
parily demolished and set on
The occupants had taken refuge in
the esl and, by the falling of
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80 that it was impoessible for them to
escape from burning building.
They beat ¢ the doors, endeavor
ing to attract the attention of tk
by-passers their position of pe
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them to go to the help of
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Lady Mitchell's were fixed
upon the priest ; her heart was throb- |
bing wildly. |

she kpnew litile, of Benediction,
which followed. Her hands were
pressed to her eyes, her brain was |
on fire, Only when the silver notes |
of the sanctuary bell rang oul, as |
the priest raised the golden mon-
stranee and That which it contained
above the kneeling people, & strange
deep sense of peace descended on
her.

She walked
in silence,
the service.
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| through the chaplain.

merely to ocomfort me.
understand ?"

Father Martin smiled again, but
his eyes were sympathetic,

X underestand perfectly.
those things are true

" You are certain ?"

"1 am certain

Lady Mitchell leant a little
xard, putting her hands on
table.

"“Then,” she said slowly
help me to believe it, too ?
she went on, speaking q
‘it it is true, since
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to help him, And ye don't
know that 1 believe can't
help him ess | Can't
you make me believe? 1t doesn't
seem quite the right reason for want
ing to o Catholie, does it ?
But can you understand ? Wouldn't
mother be doing all in her
power to help you if you were suffer
ing ? Don't you see how 1 want to
help Jack ?

The cloak of society convention
bad dropped from her. She spoke
with the direct simplicity of a child

Father Martin turned quickly

T Ot understand. You
gay this may not be the right reason
for your wanting to become a Catho
lic. But how do you know it is not
God's way of bringing you to
knowledge of the truth ?

She looked at him, a glimmer of

ope struggling through the sorrow
in her eyes,

You think she asked.

"I do,” he replied
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Describing the effects of the War
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testant
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ed, "the [

Episcopal
1tenden “"From a ilitary
' the officer comment
Catholic chaplaincy works
verLy w His experi 3 has heen
that at time of Mass you could
always tell where to find the Catho-
lic boys. "“Oa one occasion a
serious eituation was met because
the men could be reached quickly
He read the
emergency order at Mass, the men
responded and the danger was
averted.” It is surprising, he added,
how many officers and men become
converts to the Catholic Faith. The
war correspondent thus summarizes
his own conclusions :
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" The officer's obrervations about
the irfluence of Catholic
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No ?" queried Father Marxt

There was a little pause.
ahe spoke abrupily.

“ Are you eertain of the truth et
what you smid last night—what you
eaid about purgatory ?"

‘Abgolutely eartain,’ replied Father
Martin, smiling

Again Lady Mitchell was silent,

Then she began to spsak rather
quickly
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the general good fellowship of the
COatholic regimental chaplain. Those
| bays had never before bsen person
| ally scquainted wlth a Catholic
‘ clergyman.”

! It is interesting to note that the
i same effest is prodused by the pres
ence of the Catholis clergyman in
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verte from the non.Catholic popula- ‘
tion, Especially among military
officerse have the recruits come to
the Oatholic .Church. The priest
who has had most conspicuous suc
cess a8 n missionary to non Catho
lios tells me that these men want to |
be spiritually right before they go to
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EMINDERS OF TWO
PONTIFEFS
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For a century
Pontiffs have
admonitions
grave importance
the Catholic Astonishingly
strange, however it may appear,
the faithful in their various spheres
seem to regard the solemn reminders
a8 undeserving of grave considera-
tion.

And yet for instance, in appli
cation to present wor conditions
how supremely meaningful that re
minder of the illustrious L XI1IL
who defined the Catholic paper as a
perpe ual mission in every pariso,
And how pertinent to the times, too,
the words of the saintly Pius X,
said “In vain will you
churches, give misgions, found
schools—all your works, all your
efforts will be destroyed if you are
not able to wield she defer
offensive weapon of a loyal
cere Catholic press
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But is such a Catholic
as 8 Cc
Catholic laity? Yes and no
if the Catholic laity generally
comes & caraful and psrsistent r
er of the Oatholic paper And
it does not. Upon the choice
pends the character of the
al migsion in every parish
acter of weapon—no#t only
ere but sturdy and effective
the Church will have for its work |
and ite defensd. Where necessary
sction lies to attain these purpoe
ought to be quite evident. And
surely it's time for indiffersnce to
eease and for necessary action to |

begin,—Church Progress
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“THE BRIGHT SWORD
OF FRANCE"
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and faithful devotion to duty. But
the r did net tell what was the
ingpiration of all this; bhe did not
y, what Guvmemar himself
proud to tell, that whatever he was
his faith had made him,
When Guynemer was asked, whenoe
he derived strength and courage for
his marvelous flights and aerial
deeds, he pointed %o the Cross of
Chriet, to the tabernacle on the
Catholio altar,
Guynemer at Mass, at the Holy Com

edit

Cathelio

munion Table ; and this, whether in |

the cities,
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the villages, on the battle

or in the trenches. Every
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Every morning saw |

flowers after him, the young ladies
showered him with bouquets, men
cheered him as he paseed ; he was
the honored guest in the most ex
clugive homee., He had destroyed

singly and alone geventy-five air- |

planes of the enemy. He had every
medal that his country could award ;
he was decorated by every Allied
King. Yet when he lost his lite in
that last fatal flight and fell to the
ground dead, it was th
Blessed Virgin that was found pinned
closest above his manly heart, wl
boyhood allegiance to bis Heavenly
Queen and Mother had )
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changed,
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the heroes of
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faith of Guynemer
nd hest beloved of all
th¢ air, And Guy
the faith “of Foch,
of of Pau, of Mangin and
others of the important leaders in
this tremendous struggle.” Sach
is the faith of countless of our
own glorious American leaders and
men.—America,
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CARDINAL MERCIER

The Catholic Chux
glory of the ages.
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her spotiess fame.
a rock of truth and
age-long storms and voleanic
have failed atter, she
hag been the crystal font, ever dis
pensing the sweet of peace
and content. Wearing for a shield
the divine promise, “The gates of
bell shall not prevail against thee
for a sword, the dazzling torch
ing with the itening principles
of true Christianity: for a helmaet
the hope of ealvation, she conquered
Rome Ancient the
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asting off the toga of
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But as the mildest aad tend
mother becomes & living fury
when she her children mis
treated, so the gentle Archbishop of
Malines became inthe past four years
a combatant that has not only
aroused the entire civilized world,
but whose voice and pen have shaken
the Prussian rulers on their throne.
And stricken Belgivm, rallied, con
soled, ancouraged y this great
leader, has won the sympathy, the
plandits and the assistance of the
entire world.
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The German war lorde were ahle
to tear wup sacred treaties; they
wers able to overrun a nation that
desired nothing but peaece; they
were able to carry desolation and de
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| driven hack by a %ishop of Rewmae.
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| preached the subservience of earthly
power to God and His law.
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Cardinal Mercier offers an example
of the spirit of the old Church even
more 80, because he not only de
nounced the plundecers, but he will
be the cause of them paying part of
the damages.

The Archbishop of Malines is the |
epitomse of super-patriotism, of |
aggressive Catholicity, of undaunted
courage, of Christ-like perseverance,
His name will redound to the glory
of Belgium, to the credit of the Caih
oliec Church, His life been an |
inspiration to his own country, to the
forces of justice everywhere. His
words and deeds are enlightening to |
the mothers of
Could any words
signation the mothers
diers " be more
ing or sustaining than those
addressed to the mothers
gium ?

“To the mothers of Belgium, you
who have lost your sons, husbands,
brothers, fathers, daughters, homes
and posseesions, | say weep
Cast your eyes upon the cross of the |
crucified Saviour and picture the |
anguish of His Mother Mary. She
bore her sorrows for love of Him ; do
you the same for love of Him.
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Lord, Lord, hast Thou foreaken us ?
I look upon the Crucifix., [ look
upon Jesus, most gentle and humble
Lamb of God, crushed, clothed in
His blood as in a garment, and I
think I hear from His own mouth
the words which the Psalmist
uttered in His name: 'O, God, my |
God, look upon me ; why hast Thou
forsaken me? O my God, I shall
cry, and Thou wilt not hear.’ And
forthwith the murmur dies upon my
lips ; and I nember what our
Divine Saviour said in His gospel
‘The disciple iz not above the master,
nor the servant above his lord The
Christian is the servant of God
came man in order to 1ffer
and to die. o rebsl against pain, to
revolt against Providence, because it
permits grief and b avement, is to
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with heresy. It is another thing to |
say how union will be accom- |
plished. To the Catholic there can |
be no other way than by recognizing [
the authoritative Catholic Church,

And it is very plain that even while

they would be loath toadmisit, many |
the Church are coming to |
the reasonableness of the

Catholic position. ‘

It is not so leng ago that the very |
idea of the priesthood was a red flag
batore the eyes of the defenders of |
the traditional Protestant position.
We are all priests, said they; the |
fight of Christianity must be against |
priesteraft. There is no religion but
that of the spirit, they continued; |
and sacraments and forms are but
the superstitions of outworn creeds
But today they are beginning to
doubt their position, They are be

rtain
to

take

upon which

are allowed t place
born fac |
r the ' &

18 &

acause
there

the

see

¢
not

tl

to see, it

de

as in
a Protes
Danpcey, p
ing & tribute to the (

z wvtholie position,
What is it that the

ab t Roman Catholic
ives himself to be doing
offers the the
Mags ?"" he a " He congiders that |
he is geouring the attendance of God
among his people. The living Ged is |
beliaved to acsually enthrone Himeelf |

priasi o
when he

M
of

sacriflce

ks.

| upon the altar to fill the sacred place \

where His people meet with His pres |
enee, and to bsstow through (thint;}

| His pardening grace and His renewing
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all this, ean you not see how glorious |
and wonderful i8¢ would ba? The ‘
point which I urge is that when you
get to the bottom ef it, both of these
claims have thorough Christian |
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