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REAL MINING.by the hand of officialism. j'-Nothing new
motto; “Nothing doing" the r*tflt'. | There are a dozen
men. in the ranks of the thousMs iho-are performing ‘Mining is becoming more a settled
donkex work, in Impr tl deparWIcndL who, if given an « tf* elimination, to a large extent, of vision^ 
opportunity, wmild he useful ;«H|ts where the thinking “ scheides.” T his is an extract from the annual report 
for tht* Kmpirc is ckxx* of the Minister - of Mines of British Columbia. TW

Those who talk officially of Ittmajla should know the excitement of Cobalt stock manipulation has c** , 
Dominion. Those who advocate or; denounce officially shadow upon the merit of real mining in the Pacific 
Chinese labor in South Africa sfcûuM know the country . tx>as, Province. Not that legitimate mining is not ■ 
Those who prate and preach, officially, off the unrest in evidence at Cobalt. The weekly record of ore shipments 
India should know their India. Those who assist proves the value of mining proper. But when many 
officially to direct Australia sho<|kl H cognizant of that are fast within the toils of a get-rich-quick craze, the 
continent. Too much trust is put in |he cable. Imagine are apt to overlook substantial developments in a country 
a man sitting in an armchair, j&ousjinds of miles from ;n which the craze has come and gone, 
the scene he has in his mind, And jdirecting this hat- People who were in the British Columbia mining
talion, to proceed at once to th;| district, or this official boom” are not seeking to retrieve their fortune* a
to confer, without delay, with: that official. A cable Coba(ti \ reader of the Monetary Times has been pc-
.message is easy to send. It is n|t always simple to carry s;stçnt alKj bitter in his denunciation of mining in even 

out its instructions. fv ji ' shape and form. The industry, to him, is simply >
, The Man on the Spot is too frequently overridden monev_making scheme for company promoters. Where» 

and overlooked. If he is worth his'salt, he should be what mining means to the country is gathered from the
trusted. If not, he is unsuitabfc. Men who direct Im- fact that ;n i87, thc mineral production of the Domim*
peri al affairs should know tbeg: En|pire. When they was va,ued at $6,043,868, and in 1905, the figures for 
give orders, they should be able to ,realize What those which Vear are thc* latest available, the value was 
orders mean. They should imagine themselves for a $68,574,707. Since that year, Cobalt has shipped ore 
moment in the place of the re#»enl of those orders. jn thousands Qf fons.
Think what must be the disgust and heartburnings 
times of the man on the spot, pic wpn 
not hear more frequently of his:ifiesig|iation.

When a fellow is told to stem-, hjs likes a hand near 
the tiller. A meweage from a superior, three thousand 
miles away, directing him top steqr a south-westerly 
course, Where he knows there are dangers, placés hip. 
in a peculiar position. If iie pbeys;' orders, he meets 
trouble. If he disobeys, he meets vviorse trouble. And 
that is how crises arise.

No one would gainsay tht clad 
They are indisputable. Diplojjhhcyi 
essence of commonsensc is the best (I
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somc- 
der is that we do But this particular mining critic was in the British 

nibia “boom.” He was one of many hundred* wk 
veto a beautiful sheet of scrip, embellished with gold

Colu
rcceiv
letters and impressive seals. He was one of many who 
received a dividend shortly after paying for his certifi­
cate. He was one who, not hearing news qf a certain 
mine for many months, wrote to the secretary of the 
company. And he was one of the army who received 
the reply : “The treasurer and directors cannot be found. 
“ We have no office; we have no funds. For heaven's 
“ sake do not write us again—we have no money to pay 
4 the postage. ”

Now that the unhealthy excitement has passed, 
mining in British Columbia has become a thriving and 
legitimate industry. In 1890, just before the beginning 
of the exploitation of the quartz lodes, the total value 
of British Columbia's mineral production was $2,608,00#. 
Ten years later, this had increased to $16,300,000. U* 
year, the value was $23,980,000, being a record ye» 
for the Province. The value of the mineral product*» 
of all the Provinces combined, in 1906, was a little 
than $31,000,000. British Columbia’s pre-eminence» 
mining spheres is at pnee apparent.

Almost all the /minerals known In commerce are 
found in the Province. Large areas remain to be pro*- 
peeled. With more capital and more abundant hi* 
the figures for 1906 should be surpassed. The produc­
tion in 1906 was 11 per cent, greater than that of the 
previous year, and 42 per cent, greater than in 'W 
Forty-one mines shipped in excess of one thousand W 
each during the year.

The country looks to British ^Columbia for 
ance in the solution of its coal problem. The 
duct ion of coal in that Province was, up* 
confined to the collieries in the vicinity of the Crow s 
Nest Pass and the collieries on Vancouver Island- 
Other companies are now exploiting coal areas. * 
gross output of the coal mines pf the Provinces last J** 
was 1,899,076 tons. Vancouver and other Pacific co*51 
cities felt acutely last winter the coal famine. 
Province has practically^at its back door immense*** 

Capital, enterprise and labor are retfljW 
Reward awaits all three. The industry may have fcfj 
hampered for lack of transportation facilities.1^ 1 
railroad companies recognize that British Columbia * 
grow and develop as their steel pushes its way throw1 

With the passing away of ijjMj tape and the worship the forests and around the mountains, and are gN|i 
of precedent we shall see a sjfcjhemhof government_a ,he,r opinions effect.
government which vitally alfecii Brijjaii's younger and 1° 'he value of production for 1906, copper co®*
far distant peoples—which wfl b$ a credit to the the figures. beiny; $8,288.
twentieth century.
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ms of diplomacy, 
tinged with the 

thing in .the world. 
When the Russian warships, a few years ago, made an 
unfortunate mistake in bombarjihg qn innocent 'British 
fishing fleet, indignatioX in the British Isles was almost 
unrestrained. If you had poll 
as to whether thèy would w 
moment, there would have

the people of Britain 
with Russia at that 

beep a majority in favor of 
bloodshed. By a masterpiece of diplomacy the situation 

• was saved. . lij | ,
Slovenly and igngrant methods §tave prevailed too 

long in official circles. There | iare j; welcome signs in 
Great Britain of a real appreciation of the potentialities 
and possibilities of its overseas -possessions. Transpor­
tation facilities have improve!. The interchange of 
official and friendly visits ha\f increased in number. 
Linking up the Empire with fasf! Steajjnships is one great 
thing. Linking it up with real horse pense is another. 
It is equally desirable, too.

Créât Britain's prosperity has naturally created a 
luxurious nation. Luxury àrhd tard work are not good 
friends. A revolution in Britisl me 
nessed during the past decade. John Bull has continually 
told himself, “I am, prosperous^ With that reassuring 
assertion, he slid, into slumber ajf&in. Now he sees that 
the prosperity is not his only, ll* is [a world-wide pros­
perity. Other nations can trulykây they are prosperous. 
Indeed, there is a chorus, of proslqritxf Increase of trade 
in many countries is almost as Jhe
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« r s has been wit- pn-
il recently.

at as in Great Britain. 
I ho. fact, has given, it,looped, 4* impetus to the vigour 
ot the Motherland. Nome of the jUiggCr-mugger methods 
have been shorn of their false l|ra« tixeness by officials 
who think, and adk. Innovation} hale been introduced, 
tn the various Imperial dcpartmJijs, *hieh ten years ago 
would have been considered a fctstejr stroke "of impu­
dence.
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msi, me ngures neing 3>#,2#N,ooo. The high Pr*^ 
being realized for the mineral should give this partie**
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industry a great impetus. Gold ct 
value of $5,579,000. 
the value of $5,548,000.

The tvork of the Bureau of X 
creases year by year. The extension 
of the Province, the proportional inçr 
of mines, the increasing desire of the 

' information which the Bureau supp 
tricts and camps, and the appréciatif 
of the fact that he may obtain; grat 
of any rock or mineral which he may ! 
arc some of the reasons why the offii

One cannot but wish that fewe 
their money Sn the alleged exploitât^ 
this vast Province. Very little that 
to assist in real development. It sim 
the banking accounts of a few enterpr 
scoundrels. But the record of real 
Columbia is one of the most pleasing 
ment in the Dominion.

Coal and coke

COMPLAINTS AND THE]

Many complaints of the scarcity 
higher prices charged for it by bank 
in various parts of the country. In 
presumed slight to a community in a 
who did not obtain all the bank cri 
immediate formation of another ba 
bank “which should give adequate c 
“ wants of the West." In Vancouv 
proposal to establish “a baak that xxi 
“ of the West in the West for West 

A Newfoundland paper strongly 
Canadian bank for raking its rates o 
journal suggests the establishment ol 
with the guarantee of the colony.

These communities appear .to ha 
scarcity of money is world-wide, ant 
it universal. Xferchants and manufa 
Eastern and Central Canada are feel 
cannot pursue opportunities for inert 
is not reasonable to suppose that ar 
trarily raise rates for the mere sake, of 
of one community.

There are other banks eager for t 
community, in such a ease, if its hi 
able, and there wcre jl'ist grounds for 
1 enormous burdens are being placed 

Those ip- Western Canada xvl 
specially serve the West,” will rer 
years, agb the Commercial Bank of Ma 
in ,-Winnipeg. It was to be an ii 

. Manitoba. Although it obtained a 
business of the then new country, tl 
doors afjer a few years’ operation.

The people of St. John’s,. Ne 
reflect^ upon the failure of local bank: 
the business of that Island, and th 
failures. The establishment of a Co 
scarcely improve matters, as financi 
world over must be affected by 
conditions.

EDITORIAL NOTE

, When experts differ there is bo 
The Toronto waterfront problem, 
bridges, and other transportation pi 
made a record as a hoary topic of 
chiefly concerned in deciding what is 
Been apt to think of only what is b 
•*P*nt of altruism is not usually foun
htg companies. Popular opinion vot<
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