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NOTES OF THE WEEK.
an ORANGEMAN,’S VIEW. — Re

cently Mr. William Galbraith, whole- 
6aie merchant of this city, paid a 
visit to Ireland, and on his return 
he gave expression to his views con
cerning the situation in the Old
Land. In the "Daily Witness" of the j benefits of .autonomy and of Home 
gist of August, he tells what he . Legislation, 
thinks regarding the future prospects

to "take advantage of every oppor
tunity of betterment"— no matter 
how she may have sought before to 
retard such opportunity— and she 
will equally take advantage of and 
enjoy peacefully and contentedly the

of the country under the new legis
lation. Mr. Galbraith takes special 
pains to have it known that he "did 
not for a moment appear in the 
guise of a firebrand or a bigot." 
To all who are unacquainted with 
the gentleman this assurance would 
be unnecessary, for his remarks, 
while indicating strong religious pre
judices are far more careful and ra
tional. from a political standpoint, 
than might have been expected from 
him. And to all who know him as 
a leading spirit in Canadian Or- 
angism, certainly the qualifying pas
sage as to his spirit in these mat
ters would not be needed. It is, 
then, evident that he wished to gain 
a little credit for himself, both by 
posing as an unprejudiced person 
and by heaping on the shoulders of 
Justin McCarthy aught that he had 
to say against the Catholic Church 
and to appear as a most impartial 
observer. We are exceedingly pleased 
to find, by what this gentleman has 
said, that there are strong hopes for 
a united Ireland—even were Home 
Rule granted to-morrow. In dealing 
with the Land Bill and in calculat
ing its effects Mr. Galbraith made 
use of some very significant lang
uage; the more so when we consider 
the source whence It comes. He said, 
for example, (as reported by the 
"Witness") :—
“Mark, he will not admit that the 

measure will bring in the millenium, 
but he thinks that if opportunity be 
taken by the hand, if the south and 
west are as alert as the north is to 
take advantage of what the measure 
gives and means, then we might look 
for a regenerated Ireland."

And in closing the report the "Wit
ness" again says:—

"Could all sections unite for the 
promotion of the industrial prosper
ity of the country it would be a 
happy change. At the same time, 
he looked forward to the operation 
of the land bill with much hope of 
good.”

To say the least, these expressions 
convey the idea of a possibility of 
the Land Bill doing great good and 
of Ireland’s future beingt secured; a 
year ago we doubt if Mr! Galbraith 
would have admitted anything of the 
kind. Now comes sometning still 
more significant. He is made to say 
iu the report:—

In Ulster while there was opposi- 
10n to thc measure at first, and 

•uspicion as to the ulterior motive, 
you had in Ulster shrewd men who, 

once prepared to take advantage 
o' the provisions of the measure.

We are not going to trouble our 
readers with any account or criti
cism of Mr. Galbraith’s long attack 
on the ecclesiastical situation in Ire
land. He has taken the precaution 
to say that his remarks are all tak
en from Justin McCarthy’s writings; 
but he has oeen careful, (or the 
"Witness” has been careful for him) 
to interlard Mr. McCarthy’s state
ments of facts with qualifying com
mentaries that distort the author’s 
meaning and sentiment, and equally 
careful to omit all that preceded and 
all that followed these couple of dis
jointed passage from Mr. McCar
thy’s work. But we have no inten
tion of finding any fault with that. 
Mr. Galbraith could not well have 
spoken otherwise, the moment the 
dread nightmare of Catholic 'domina
tion came upon him—nor could the 
good "Witness" be expected to re
port and write in any other strain. 
We are perfectly satisfied with the 
fact that such an opponent of any 
measure favorable to Ireland should 
have been brought to agree upon the 
benefits of the Land Bill, for in this 
do we see the clear agreement of 
himself, and those to whom he be
longs, in the ultimate advantages of 
Home Rule.

of
And this like Ulster and ac
counted 1er her prosperity. She was 
°ynl to British connection; she 

*ould fight to the last ditch to 
®sintain it; at the same time* she 
7“ practlcal. end she took advan- 

°! every opportunity of bétier-

Exactly; and may we not natu- 
y and logically conclude from 
‘h« Ulster, the Protestant, the 

«y Orange section of Ireland, which 
ppoeed the measure for a senti-

Z2L"7r- “d eccepted it and 
Benefited by it for a practiced reason
tttig °to eMctlY the ”«ne
„ g ln regard to t»“ ——— —
Home Buie? Ulster 
Jfoth and nail;
Mish con

A FREE LANCE.—One of the fore- 
most Catholic organs of the United 
States has just published an editori
al that seems to us most extraordin
ary. Had it eminated from the Pro
testant press we would pay no at
tention to it, as it would then be 
the ordinary expression of the gener
ally accepted non-Catholic View of 
Catholic journalism. But, with all 
due respect to the learning, the abil
ity, the theological acumen and the 
widespread reputation of tjie rever
end editor, we must say that he is 
very much mistaken and we will be 
charitable enough to suppose that lie 
was laboring under an over-strain of 
work when he allowed hie facile pen 
to run off into such excentric asser
tions. He is dealing with the asser
tion of another Catholic editor who 
said: "In the main the professedly 
Catholic newspapers are dull, timid 
and bound to ecclesiastical author
ity." As to their dullness, it de
pends upon the spirit of the reader; 
as to their timidity we have no ex
perience of it—for we have ever found 
them bold and. positive in the asser
tion of truth and in the defence of 
Catholic rights,—as to being bound 
to ecclesiastical authority, we would 
like to know to what other author
ity he would have a Catholic paper 
bound. If he says to no authority at 
all, then the organ ceases to be 
Catholic and becomes socialistic, in 
the worst acceptation of the term.
If he says to the will, or whim of 
the editor, then it becomes non-Cath
olic, as far as its worth as a reli
gious organ goes, and is based upon 
the fundamental principle of Protest
antism—individual judgment.
It is in commenting upon the abt>ve- 

quoted remark that the eminent 
Catholic editor in question says in

Catholic papers that arc 
called 'organs’ and carry at their 

Icial approbation of the 
’ Of a diocese labor under a

of thought at the same time, that 
which he thinks himself and that 
which he thinks the ordinary may 
think on the subject he has in hand. 
He would like to give his own 
thoughts and conclusions, willing to 
assume full responsibility for them 
but knowing that the ordinary would 
be held responsible by the rentier, he 
feels himself spancelled by the condi
tions imposed by «approbation. If 
what he writes une» such circum
stances is found to be dull, timid, 
hesitating, non-committal and even 
stupid it is not at all surprising. 
The poor fellow is under the chronic 
embarrassment of feeling that when 
he calls himself an editor he means 
that he is only an amanuensis, and 
that what he says must chime with 
or flatter the notions and idiosyncra- 
cies of another under whom his own 
personality is submerged."

Then having instanced the case ol 
an editor who once appealed to Rome 
against a decision that had been giv
en against him by his ordinary, and 
having received a reversal of that 
decision Irom Rome, the editor says:

"Now an organ grinder could not 
make such an appeal. The conditions 
of his position make it unadvisable. 
He must content himself with going 
on with bated breath and supple 
knee hinges. Under such conditions 
it would be surprising indeed if he 
were anything else than dull, timid 
and a perfunctory editorial column 
stuffer."

Need we say that this view, taken 
of such a serious subject, is entirely 
at variance with the fundamental 
principle of Catholic journalism. 
There is no need of any lengthy re
futation of the foregoing, in fact, it 
bears its refutation on dts very face. 
The "bated breath," "supple knee 
hinges," "dull," "timid" and "per
functory" editorials, the " chronic 
embarrassment,’' "amanuensis," "id- 
iosyncracies,” and all such expres
sions, which dance through the art-’ 
icle, are entirely unworthy of notice, 
and unworthy, above all, of the one 
who wrote them. We cannot speak 
for the general Catholic press, but 
we know of our own case, and we 
are confident that it may be taken 
as an illustration.

We have the honor and great ad
vantage of the approval and confi
dence of our ordinary. As yet we 
have never had the experience of a 
single reproach, correction, or even 
hint that we were not perfectly ex
act, either in the editorial state
ments or the general articles, be they 
from contributors or other sources 
that we have published. W’hile this 
is a legitimate cause for satisfaction 
to us, it is equally a source of con
fidence in our paper for our readers, 
and subscribers, advertisers and gen
eral friends. We say that not onrp. 
in all the past years, has the ordin
ary, whose approval is at the head 
of our columns, found it necessary to 
draw our attention to any line, or 
word, that was unsatisfactory to 
him. Yet we have written with a 
peVfectly free hand. We have never 
had one line dictated to us by the 
ordinary, nor by any person repre
senting him. W7e have treated all 
manner of subjects and have done so 
according to our own lights and our 
own free will. WTiere, then, does the 
subserviency come in? It may ln- 
asked, how it is that we have fol
lowed no rule, or order, or author
ity. We have never failed to follow 
the rule, the order, and the author
ity, as well as the teaching of the 
Catholic Church. Just as long as 
we have kept within the boundaries 
of Catholic doctrine, Catholic pre
cept, Catholic principles, we have 
been free to range that field at will, 
to treat subjects as we please, and to 
express our thoughts in whatever 
language we felt inclined to use. So 
that the simple example of this one 
paper is a direct refutation- of the 
statements’ contained in the article 
which we have quoted above.

Much injury can be done by the 
publication of criticisms such as we 
have just laid before our readers. Ei
ther an organ is Catholic, or it is 
not; if it is not, thbn we have no 
more to say about it. But if it is 
Catholic, it must conform to the 
teachings, principles and rules of the 
Church; and if it does not do so it 
has no longer a right to be called 
Catholic, while if it does do so, it 
has nothing to fear from any mem
ber of the Church's hierarchy— not, 
from the Holy Father himself.

more serious lesson than the one 
drawn by the paper which publishes 
it. The paragraph reads:—

'Another president of the United 
States came nigh being added to the 
list of assassinated during the week. 
Thursday press statement had it 
that an attempt was made on the 
life of President Roosevelt the even
ing previous. The would-be assassin 
is deputed crazed because of the Pre
sident s attitude toward union la
bor. Since the man is a plain farm- 

he cannot be connected with any 
labor organization; ncvetheless, it is 
unsafe to allow cranks to run at

Perfectly true that cranks should 
not be allowed to run at large; but 
if the various governments in the 
world undertook to lock up all the 
cranks within their respective juris
diction there is no doubt they would 
need to convert the majority of their 
public buildings Into prisons and 
asylums. The detection of a danger
ous crank is no easy matter. As a 
rule, you have to wait until he is 
guilty of some act that indicates in
fallibly the character of his disposi
tion and the tendency of his mono
mania; and, in nine cases out of ten, 
the information regarding him is ob 
tained when it is too late. So that 
there is little to be gained by mere
ly advocating the locking up of 
cranks and evil-minded people. But 
there is much to be gained by care
fully studying the sources of such 
crankiness, if we may use such 
term, and then by removing or dim
inishing the same. To our mind, 
these sources are very obvious 
Faulty education, lack of religious 
teaching, and bad literature are 
three of them—and if these three 
could be removed we are confident 
that the day of the murderous and 
otherwise dangerous crank would 
soon be of the past. We, therefore, 
find ourselves obliged to come back 
to the same platform. We have nl 
ways held, and we still maintain, 
that the Catholic Church <is the only 
institution on earth to-day, whose 
principles, teachings and discipli 
are in accord with the requirements 
of the State, the needs of society, 
the well-being ol’ citizens, the pre
servation of the home, and the sal
vation of individuals. And, as far 
as the State is concerned, its salva
tion lies in the respect for its au
thority that exists amongst the peo
ple. And no other institution is such 
a perfect embodiment of the idea of 
authority as is the Catholic Church; 
no other institution commands the 
faithful dependence and allegiance of 
so many hundreds of millions; no 
other institution inculcates so posi
tively the grand principle of olx-di- 
ence to laws Divine and laws human, 
to authority Divine and authority 
human: no other institution is as 
exact in carrying out and inculcat
ing the principle of "give to Caesar 
that which belongs to Caesar, and 
to God that which belongs to God." 
Hence, have we long since argued 
that States and their rulers will 
eventually have to depend on the 
Catholic Church for their security 
and permanency.

of unrestricted communion of the 
soul with God. An example of this 
has just come under our notice. The 
American press says that "a social 
sensation has been caused by the 
news that Miss Mary Tyler Sturgis, 
of St. Paul, Minn., has just entered 
the convent at Georgetown, D.C., be
coming a Sister of the Visitation Or
der. Miss Sturgis has been, popular 
in society, and was particularly not- 
ed for her conversational powers. Her 
wit and hearty, fun-loving spirit al
ways insured the success of any so
cial event in which she was interest 
ed, and her renunciation of the world 
will deeply move her hundreds of 
friends. She is the daughter of the 
late Gen. S. D. Sturgis, a veteran of 
the Civil War. Miss Sturgis was 
educated at the Maryville Convent of 
the Sacred Heart, in St. Louis."

This is an announcement that tal
lies with hundreds of others that 
might ue published. It 'is not, then, 
a sad heart, nor blit lied hopes, nor 
foolish love-disappointments, nor a 
spirit of melancholy that constitute 
the great motive power impelling so 
many rich, courted, happy and pro
mising young ladies to renounce the 
world, all its glitter and pomp, and 
to go bury in a religious community 
the bloom of their youth. It. is that 
grand voice of conscience, harkened 
to, through God’s special grace—that 
voice called vocation—which dictates 
the path to be followed. And into 
the convent home such women carry 
their wit. their talents, their at
tractiveness, their social breeding, 
and their refinement. Hence it is 
that in all the world there are no 
such societies of true ladies as our 
Catholic sisterhoods.

FROM HALL TO CELL. — It was 
Gerald Griffin who wrote that mag 
nificent poem on the Sister of Char
ity:—

‘She once was 
wealth.

Bright glowed on her features 
roses of health,"

lady of honor and 

the

and in which he so graphically pic
tures the star in the social sky 
sheathing its beams of attractive
ness in the folds of the grey habit 
of a Sister of Charity. We seem to 
see her, as;

"The delteete lady lives mortified 
there.

And feasts are forgotten for fasting 
and prayer." 1

How that pen-picture has awaken
ed the admiration of thousands, and 
how frequently they who sneer at re
ligion and associate its life with 
misery, isolation,- melancholia, des
pondency, deep regrets and worldly 
disappointments, have called it the 
dream df a visionary.Yet our convent 
homes are peopled- with thousands of 
just such ladies, with thousands 
whose lives of worldly pleasure, with 
all the allurements of station,

CHURCH MUSIC. — About eight 
months ago we had a special corres
pondence on the subject of Church 
music, and especially the Gregorian 
chant, and we remember well the 
many favorable comments that were 
suggested by the observations of our 
then correspondent.. Since the advent 
to the throne of Pope Pius X., it 
has been learned that one of his fav
orite studies—a real pastime for him 
—is music, that he is a master him
self in that delightful art, that, he 
has been the patron and protector of 
great musicians within the limits of 
his power, as Patriarch of Venice. 
Now that the field of his activity 
embraces the entire world of Catho
licity, it is not at all surprising that 
he should take upon himself the con
genial task of championing the cause 
of sacred music.

We learn that in 1895, the Patri
arch of Venice devoted his pastoral 
letter to the subject of Church mu
sic. He said therein: "Religious mu
sic must, through melody, incite the 
faithful to devotion, and it must 
possess thesp three qualities— holi
ness, artistic worthiness and univer 
sality. For this reason any light 
trivial or theatrical music which, ei
ther through form or the manner of 
its performance could be designated 
as profane, must he forhiddeif in the 
churches." He urged that the music 
of the Church he combined in one 
system and not left to individual ca
price. He believed that the highest 
qualities of Church music were to be 
found in the Gregorian chant.

Theatrical music was denounced by 
hlpi as serving only to charm the 
senses. He called it "artificial in the 
solo numbers and sensational in the 1 
choruses.” "It deserves," he said, 

the reproach of Christ made to the 
money changers in the temple ‘My 
house is the house of prayer, and ye 
have made it a den of thieves.' " lie 
also condemned the pleasure of the 
senses as a criterion by which sacred 
things are to be Judged, and denied 
that the people must have their ears 
tickled to attract them to the 
churches, "since they are more earnest 
and pious than one believes."

This is a mere synopsis of the prin
cipal points in that remarkable pas
toral letter. We need not be sur
prised, if, as time goes on, the Holy 
Father should carry into practice, as 
Pope, and for the entire Church, the 
principles and theories that he laid 
down and advanced in 1895, when 
he had merely jurisdiction over the 
archdiocese of Venice. And if such 
be the case, we may hopefully loo) 
forward to healthy and permanent 
reforms in the matter of our Church 
music. In the entire pastoral he dis
played a deep and abiding confidence 
in the faith of the people.

the days of Christ to our own tin 
»e tell of tlie institutions of vnfioua 
kinds to which she has given birth, 
in the different centuries gone past! 
We rejoice in the story of the Middle 
Ages, with their monasteries, homes 
of learning, asylums, refugee, univer
sities. and all that array of glori
ous establishments that served as a, 
solid rampart against the barbarism 
ihat menaced the civilization of the 
world. But when we think of those 
olden institutions it is with the im- 
aginary picture before our mental 
vision, and the ruined aisles and 
shattered columns of their departed 
glory before the eyes of our physical 
vision. It is not often that wo read 
or hear of an institution celebrating 
its six hundredth anniversary, and 
to be as flourishing to-day ns it has 
been at any time during the half doz
en centuries of its existence. Wo con
clude that the country which enjoys 
the benefits of such an institution 
must he and must have been Intense
ly Catholic. Such is the case with 
St. Julian Hospital, of Antwerp, in 
Belgium, which celebrated, on tho 
15th of August last the six hun
dredth anniversary of its foundation.
It has never been closed a single day 
or night during six centuries. Gen
eration after generation of good 
Catholic Sisters have succeeded one 
another, the last generation as con
spicuous for self-denial and heroic 
courage as the one that preceded it;

rather, as silent about its Christ- 
like work and as hidden to the world 
in its sanctity as the one that pre
ceded it.

St. Julian Hospital was establish
ed in Antwerp by Canon Tuckhart 
nnd Mother Ida Van der List, in 
August, 1808. They directed that all 
manner of diseases should he treated’ 
in it; that no one%should ever be re
fused admission: and that, pilgrims 
and travellers should ever find in it 
a meal to eat and a bed upon which 
to sleep. A commentator says :— 
"Talk of your modern night refuge. 
Every modern charitable scheme is 
only a feeble imitation of an old 
Catholic work, done with less faith 
and more show, less self-denial nnd 
more self-seeking. Every hospital 
keeps the latch out at n street door 
of the building where every tramp is 
welcome to a warm meal."

St. Julian’s, Antwerp, makes a 
special feature of its Good Friday 
public free meal. The average at
tendance each year is over eighteen 
hundred people. We are not sur
prised, however, that such on Insti
tution should have survived six cen
turies in Belgium—for Belgium is a 
land that has been faithful, through 
all vicissitudes to the Church, and 
the spirit of real Catholicity reigns 
in the hearts of its people and is 
and has ever been proof against all 
temptations—solid as the Rock of 
Ages.

LOCAL NOTES.
ST. PATRICK’S SOCIETY. —The 

regular monthly meeting was held on 
September 8. Mr. Justice C. J. Do
herty presided. Feeling reference 
was made to the death of a member 
of the executive, Mr. Samuel Cross, 
and a resolution of condolence was 
ordered to be sent to Mrs. Crosaond 
family. e

A committee was appointed • to 
make arrangements for the concert 
at the Catholic Sailors” Club, to be 
held on Wednesday, September 80, 
when it Is expected that the members 
of the parent Irish national society 
and their friends will attend in large 
numbers.

EMMET CELEBRATION. — 
Young Irishmen’s L. and B. Associa
tion has prepared an elaborate 
gramme for the commemoration 
the centenary of the death of 
great Irish patriot, Robert Em 
It will be held in the Monument 
tional, on September 21.

We desire to call the attu 
our readers in Montreal to ™ 
vertisement ol tho Association, 
another column, giving full 
culars. The efforts of the <
at a j

rs;


