* wiews on religious subjects, and who
even #0 80 far as' to persist in U'y-
ing 1o have every person ihey iuee
aceept their ideas. They. may, or
they ‘may not feel that they are in-
truders and {'bores; '’ but, with u
determination worthy of any cause
oR eartk they disregard all  polite
Rints that their arguments are not

wanted, and continue to force them-
selves uwpon each and all who ay
happen to come their way. Althiough
1 do not pretend, nor should 1, that
1 possess any special right or know-
ledge that would warrant me jn en-
tering _into such-like  discussions,
still when I am pushed to it I am not
afraid of giving an account of
faith. But I dislike such discu
for the good reason that I
never had any experience of ben
cial results from them. However, I
had- an experience last week that
was both amusing and serious, and
I cannot refrain from relating it

I happened to be travellling on a
C.P.R. train westward from
real. 1 occupied a double seat
der to make myseclf more comi
able. Our train stopped at Ualumet
Station for five minutes. While | w
taking a cup of coffee at Lhe ree
taurant a gentleman came and (¢ ¢k
ession of the seat facing the onc
t upon in the car. When 1 re-
» was busy r ling a time-
table. mmed my at; the train
started; and he asked me the n
of the next station. 1 told him the
name of each place as we sped
along. When we came to Montebello,
I said that the next station would
be Papineauville. ‘Is that,” he usk-
ed, ““the place where great Mr,
Papineau resides?”’ * 1 replied,
“‘the Papineau famil
old castle and seigniory at
Montebello. T added that ‘‘the great
Papincau’’ once resided there., but
that he was dead over a quarter of a
century.
'y
**1 thought,”” said he, “‘ that he
was still alive I saw that he mnust
be mixed up a little in Canadian
so 1.told him about Papineau,
a great political mag-
het in his time; then his son, Louis
Joseph, of rebellion fame, - was a
greater itic leader.
one . of
it that became a Proiest-
After 1 informed him who the
present Mr. Papineau is and all that

X knew regarding his connection with i

“that important famlily, he came
‘back to the subject of the Iresent,
Mr. Papineau’s so-called zonver

It dawned upon me that. this
was, all along, driving in the we
@k religious controversy and makin
Weparations  for a regular sweep
«down upon Catholicity. I allowed
“him t6 go ahead: but that rlid not
satisfy -his craving for a religious

o
g

" Taking the Pmmu,«sg‘ ;
basis of argument, my religic i
] atigs B ge whole

shaving lost

quaintance, launched into .
history of the "Biblé and the
alone ‘as a standard of re

When he bad completed his off-re-
¥

peated story—and 1 listened silently
till the end—he asked me it I felt
any kind of inclination to admit hi
stand as solid, I told him that

had not the least inclination ‘what~
soever, as I did not believe, nor did

I think that he believed, in any such |

principle or system. He insisted that
I should give my reasons. Recalling
some pages of Milner's “End of Re-
ligious Controversy,”” I gave them
to him in about these words :

1 Christ had intended that all
mankind should learn His religion
from a Book, or ““The New Testa-
ment.’’ He Himself would have writ-
ten that Book and would have - en-
joined the obligation of learning to
read it, as the first and fundamental
precept of His religion; whereas He
never wrote anything at all, unless
perhaps the sins of the Pharisees

vith His finger upon the sand. (John
viii. 6.) It does not even appear
that He gave His Apostles any com-
mand  to write the Gospel; though
He repeatedly and emphatically com-
manded - them to preach it (Matt.

x.,) and this to all the nations of
the earth (Matt. xxviii. 19). In this
ministry they all spent their live

“‘preaching’’

! in every country

the Religiom of Chr
and everywhere es-
tablishing churches, and commending
their doctrine to faithful men, who
should be fit to teach othe also
(2 Tim, 21.2,) only “‘a part of
them wrote anything, and what they
addre d  to
persons,  congregations
1wes.!” T had got this far
iastic friend spr
the hand and tc
he would pray deeply for
my conversion, that it was evident
I was a Papist, and that he Jloved
all Papists to sueh a degree that he
Hell;, +to

did “write was more
particular

up, caught me b
me that

wants to save them from
which they all are tending.

1 felt half ashamed of myself for
time arguing with such
a man. 1 might as well have been
talking to a stone wall for ail the
effect my language could have had
upon. him.  He was decidedly a “re-
] ligious nuisance’'—1 don't like to
call him a crank. He would have
gone on with his argumer until
| we would rea Vancouve had we
been going there; ¥el.he could not
and” would not listen to anvthing
that savored of an honest and i
futable exposition of the doctrined
of Christ’'s own Church. He'  was
{like Pilate who .asked ' ‘“ What is
and would not wait for an
It seems to me that these

3 either want to hear
| themselves talk, or else they are so
puffed up with a sense of their own
importance that they become actual
Pharisee: In e case I have
found that the more de ignor-
ant they are of the Catholic Church
the more determined they are to re-
fuse her teachings.

_ THE RELIGAIOUS ORDERS IN FRANCE.

THE ASSUMPTIONIST Fathers
have too good cause to remember
their passages-at-arms with the Wal-
weck-Rousseau Government for them
‘Xo entertain any illusion as.to what
the result’ would be of an appliea-
tion by them to be placed on the
" footing of an authorized Order. It is
Mot surprising, therefore, to hear
{1hat they have no intention to em-
bark wupon a troublesome course of
procedure = that  would be perfectly
futile. Pere Bailly and Pere Picard
are at present at Lourdes, and the
House in the Rue Francois 1. is left
in the charge of a single 'Father,
. who in e recent interview is report-
~ed to have said : “'“We shall not ask
for authorization. Imagine the scan-
4dal in the Chamber if such a demand
were made by the Assumptionists !
~“Should we net be going in the face
"of a certain rebuff? Moreover, since
. the famous judgment aimed at our
congregation, we are dissolved  in
fact,  There are hardly a hundred of
us in all France. The journals that
~we edited we have abandoned to
ﬂ::l who continue the good fight.

time since we were obliged to

off the Jeguit Fathers the Cha~
téau de Gomen in Holland. But the
Jesuits having since required . this
lishment ~ for themselves = we
installed the ‘greater . ;

U students and novices at. Lou-

0. T
To the %mtion if it was true that
1 1d offered a Lo

| thorization. At their establishment |
nf

!

the ground of our seeularization be-
ing too fictitious.”” It would cer-
tainly be extremely difficult to get
the name of any gecularized Assump-
tionist on the list of stipendiary
priests. There are, however, many
localitiesein France where the num-
ber of pri and the facilities for
attending religious offices do not
meet the just requirements of the
population; but in the existing state
of things the voluntary aid = of the
laity cannot be relied upon for the
support of a clergy independent of
the Government. A priest officiating
on an independent footing in France
is almost - invariably the chaplain
of some particular family, and the
disadvantages of such a position are
too obvious to be insisted upon.

THE FRANCISCANS. — The in-
tentions of the Franciscans are stifl
swrounded with much reserve, The
Superior of _the Paris Community
when pressed with questions - would
only speak in the following guarded
language :“‘Our Superior-General at
Rome will take the definitive deci-
sion with regard to the course to be
followed by our Order. I may  say,
however, that before making this de-
cision known-to the Government we
shall wait until the extrems limit of
time—three months—which the law
allows“us. ' We dre in no hurry.”

—— W5 St

THE EUDISTES . —The Peres Fu-
distes, although they have imports
ant schools in France, and may be
‘supposed prima facie to be regarded
by the Government with  disfav
will ‘in &ll probability apply for a

Rue

v

of the Monastery (form

tenunt in the navy and ait

of Admiral Courbet) 125

commence the  journey in

Lastly will follow the Be

nuns, including two Sisters ol

more humble than all the ot

Grand Duchess of Holstein untd
Dowager Grand Duchess' of ‘Bragan-
za, mother of two Archduchesses of
Austria and aunt of the King of I'or-
tugal. On the 2nd October whei the
time expires during which applica-

OTHER OR:
already stated’
Oratorians will
tion. Thi icians’
thers of St. John of
likewise. The
(Freres .

disturbed. I€ is stated Lhat during
the
has received ' numerous applications
especially from communities = of wo-
men.—Paris corresponden¢e  to the
Catholic Times, Liverpool.

IRELAND'S PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION

Tha idea of reducing the number of
Ireland’s representatives in 1he Brit-
ish House of Commons has been re-
cently much talked of in England and
much commended on in the English
Tory pr Mr. Chamberlain, i® his
speech. the other day, at a Tory
gathering at Blenheim Palace; more
than hinted that such a project was
under - favorable consideration in
Government circles. Fle spoke of
Irishmen “coming’’ to the ' British
Parliament in numbersiout of all
proportion to the population of Ire-
land.

This is the ground on which ' the
suggested reduction is advocated —
the population of Ireland in compar—‘
ison with that of England and Scot-
land and the fact that Ireland = has
more = representatives in the  Com-
mons than either of the other coun-
tries in proportion to pepulafion.
Ireland’s population, according h)]
the latest. ce is less than that
of Scotland, while Iréland has 103

in the House of Cémmons

2 nt by Scotland.
dispropertion _mainly
on why the represent-
ind should be. reduced
forgotten or
has. not
respget  to
on, it it can * be so
hitherto been consi-
ined The Act of

i

Here is the
urged as a r
ation of 1
But it seems to be
ignored that population
been the standa in
which the que
called, h:
dered or
Union—the act by which Ireland and
Great DBritain were legislatively
united in 1801—pr ribed one hun-
dred as the number of Ireland’s
“‘commoners,”” with no suggestion or
reference whatever as {o population.
le IV. of that Aet it i de-
s follows : s
"hat it be the fourth
Union that four lords
Ireland by rotation of sessions and
twenty-eight' lords temporal of fre-
land elected for life by the pe of
Ireland shall be the number to sit
and vote on the part of Jreland in
the Ilouse of Lords of the Parlia-
ment of the United Kingdom ; and
(two for

article of

one hundred commoners

Cork, one for the University of Trin-
ity College and one for each of the
thirty-one most considerable cities,
towns and borvoughs) be the number
to sit and vote on the part of Ire-
land in the Hou
the I
dom.

2 of Commons of
rliament of the United King=-

At this time (the time of the
Union)  the population of Ireland
was 5,290,000 and the population of
England was 8,802,486, At the
time England-had 505 memt
the House of Commons, whi
land had but one hundred. This
will be perceived, was a_dispropor-
tion favorable to Eugland. If the re-
presentation had then been fixed ac~
cording to population, Iréland should
have been allotted close on 300
members in the Commons, to be in
proportion to England’'s 505. Forty
years later (in 1841) the population
of Ireland was. 8,175,124, and the
population of England 15,914,148, !
the Parliamentary representation of
both countries still remaining nu-
merically the same, that is, 505 for
England and 100 for Irgland. Here
again was a disproportion greatly
favorable to England. The popula-
tion of Ireland was more than one- |
half that of England, whereas her

The fourth’ annpal , convention of
the Gaelic Teague of America was’
held in ‘Chicago
The procee

each county of Treland, two for the
city of Dublin, two for the city ‘of |.

Parliamentary. representation was
less than one-fifth that of England.

And according to every  decennial
census down to 1871 the dispropor-
tion of representation was favorable
to England, taking population as a
basis. In 1851 England’s population
was 17,927,609 and Ireland's 6,-
574,278; in 1861 the numbers were
for England 20,066,224 and for Ire-
land 5,798,967; in. 1871 the figures
were, England 22,712,266; Ireland,
5,412,877, -All this iime the Par-
liamentary representation of the
two countries ' remained unchanged
in numbers, whereas according to
population Ireland was entitled to a
much larger number than she has
had (that is, one-fifth that of Eng-
land).

We see, therefore, that during the
greater part of the century Ireland's
population  entitled her to many
wore repressntatives in the Commons
than was assigned to her, supposing
representation to be based on popu-
lation as a standard. But during’
all that time there was no talk in
England about any such standard,
It was never suggested that”Ireland
should have an increase in propor-
tion to her population. Now, how-
ever, when Ireland’s population has
fallen so' low, that a population
standard gives the advantage to
England, the cry is raised that Ire-
land’s representation is out of all
fair proportion to her population
and that it should be cut down ac-
cordingly.

_Manifestly any. sueh  proceeding
would be & gross injustice. 1t wag
not upon population that Ireland’s
representation in the Imperial Par-
liament was originally fixed, and,
as we have seen, it has been hither-
to maintained without reference to
population, the result being favor-
able to England most of the time,
The advocates of the Union claim
that it was a treaty between, the
two countries. Taking it as such its
terms ‘eannot justly be altered with-
out the consent of both parties. And
the proportional disparity of ' num-
bers in the existing Parliamentary
representation is no more an Argu-
ment for alteration than the pro-
portional disparity of the represent-
ation of New York and Rhode Is-
land in the United States Senate.
Rhode Tsland, with its population of
428,556, has just the same numbor
of . representatives in the United
States Senate as New York with its
population ‘of 7,268,009.

But it is probable that in spite of
all ‘considerations of reason or jus-
tice the British Parliament will "re-
duce Treland’s representation in that
body. The Nationalist . party will,
however, continde to be a Powerful
and - troublesome element  in the
House of Commons so long = as Ire-
land’s demand for Home Rule is re-
fused. The present numerical strength
of "that party is 80, Under any
scheme of reduced - representation
that is likely to be proposed it (the
Irish- Nationalist party) would: at
least be 60, and this number  could
make itself as disagrecable in oppo-
sition as: the existing party. Eng-
land, ‘therefore, will not find mugh

relief from. the “Irish trouble” : in -

the plan of violating the Act of
Union. by depriving: Treland - of any
her stipulated representa-
t.—Freeman’s J our-

last: few days the Government |

societies are called upon = to
i their energies to bring this
about at once. X Sy

The offer of the Gael to return the
remains of the late Father- O'Grow-
ney from their present resting place
in Los Angeles, Cal., to his native
lond received a ‘unanimous indorse-
ment; and the national executive was
authorized to co-operate in  every
way possible, 1

The convéntion then went into the
election of officers for the ensuing
year, the result being as-follows:

President—Rev. Richard Henebry,
Ph. D., professor of Irish at Catho-
lic’ University. : 4

Vise-president—~Major E. P: Mo
Crystal, New York.

"Treasurer—Stephen J. Richardson,
New York.

Secretary—P. F, Holden, Chicago.

Librarian—Rev, John Carroli, Chi-
cago,

Chaplain—Rev;
Chicago.

After fixing Oc¢t. 5, 6 and 7, 1902,
for the next convention at Philadel-
phia, the convention adjourned. '

ST. LAURENT COLLEGE.

WRITTEN FOR THE TRUE WITNESS.

e

J. K. Fielding,

——

Having heard so much of St. Lau-~
rent College, under the direction of
the Holy Cross Fathers, I thought
during my visit to Mentreal to pay
it ‘& visit, One fine afterncdn, a
couple of days ago, T boarded on
Ambherst car to Mount Royal. Here
I took a car which brought me as
far as Avondale. The drive to this
place  was a delightful one. 'The
beautiful seenery which lay along the
route, and the delightful and cool
breezes, as the car sped on at a
high' rate of speed, made me feel
gquite happy. At Avondale the - car
was taken for St, Laurent. After a
few minutes run, the college appear-
ed to view with its many towers and
domes. The college station being
reached, a start was made for the
institution. A walk of about five
minutes and I reached the gate. The
grounds in the front are beautifully
laid out, having many walks, sur-
rounded with numerous shade trees
and pretty:flower-beds. On entering
the college ‘I was ushered into the
parlor, where ‘after & moment's
wait, the Superior, Rev., M. A. Mc-
Garry, C.8.07, -entered. The Rev.
Father is a tall, stately looking
man, of broad views, and in educa-
tional ecircles he stahds in the fore-
most. ranks. - During his superiorship
at the college it has attained to ‘a
very high degree. In visiting the dif-
ferent “departments workmen were
busily ‘engaged making _repairs. 1
was informed that this yvear some
three thousand dollars were expend-
ed in improvements on the college
and ‘work-houses, The veteran of
the Order, Rev. Father Carriers, C.
5.C,; a priest who has done yeoman
service for the Order, 'is still hale
and hearty, and is as deeply inter-
ested in his famous museum as ever.
In this museum are several apart-
ments devoted to zoology, botany,
mineralegy, numismatics, archaeol-
08y, objects of arts, ‘and miscellane-
ous objects. There is alSo another
member of the Order, Rev. Bro.
David, " €.S.C., who joined. Iately,
who has a remarkable career. - He
was formerly a Jewish Rabbi in
Aystria, and can speak and write
six different languages. In conver-
sing with him he informed me: that
he spent about five years in think-
ing abeut his conversion, He was
received into the Church
Louis, Mo. Three years ago he tame
to Canadae, and two years >
joined the Order., 'He is after trans-
| lating the Epistle ot St. Paul to the

Hebrews in Syro-Chal f

now engaged in

.. ¥ ‘suppose
this owing, no doubt, to-the tender
and fatherly care exercised by the
good Fathers'in charge. A large
number of ecclesiastics and students,
the majority of ‘the latter wearing
the soutane, pursue their classical
studies there. They have left all to
give themselves to God, and try and
save souls. Far away from home and
friends, they are left to fight on-
wards . and upwards, to. become a
man—who “will stand = firm when
others fail—the friend, faithful ahd
true; the adviser, honest. and  fear-
less, the adversary, just and chival-
rous - the guiding star—the noble
priest. A fond mother’s prayers go
up to the Throne of the Most High
for her son’s success and persever-
ance. Often do the student’'s mem-
ory wander back to ‘the old home-
stead, and picture to himself = the
fondness of that good mother for
her dear boy :

“Mayvourneen! time and place
distance vanish,

A child once more beside
ther's knee,

I hear her gently calling me “Mav-
ourneen,””

And in" her
light, see:

and

my - mo-

éyes the tender lones

Long vears have passed, alas, since
last I heard it,

That sweetest music to my listening
ear,

My wmother’s voice, perchance, when
life is ended,

“Cead mille failthe!”’
I'll hear, hear.

once acain

After a short but eventful stay, I

again made my way citywards well -

pleased with my trip, and as I left
dear old-St. Laurent in the ' dis-
tance, my thoughts wandered ' back
to my own college days, the dear old
days that are gone never to return.

Do you covet learning’s prize?
Climb' her heights and take it.
In ourselves our fortune lies;

Life is what we make it.’"

FHELIX.
————————————

A DIGNIFIED PROTEST — Both
inside and outside . of Parliament,

not a few protests against the form
of the coronation have been made;
but that which was made against
the Royal Declaration Bill, when
read a third time in the House of
Lords, .is, to our mind, the most
dignified, ‘logical and _statesmanlike
document of them all. It was signed
by Lords Stanmore and Liandafl. We
Wwill simply reproduce the text as it
has been entered on the journals of
the Upper Chamber. 1t requires no
comment, and reads thus i—

1. Because, whatever reasons may
be ulleged for retaining wunrepesled
upon the Statute Book:the provi-
sions of the Act of King William 111,
and Queen Mary, it i8 impolitic and
unwise to' re-enact gimilar provi-
sions by a new statute at the = pre-
sent time.

2. Beeause the declaration con=
tained in the Bill is superfluous, the
provisions of ‘the Act of  Settlement
aflording adequate security = for the
Protestant succession of the Crown.

8. Beécause enactments which are
 superfluous,  and consequently = use-
less, have a tendency to become, and
often to become, mischieveus: and
dangerous.” 7 vear T En R
4. Because . proCautiopary tests,
imposed on the Sovereign, - %o
capable of /defence when the. Sover-
eign personally directed the working
of the Executive Governmen: ;
out ‘of place and: unng ;

[ Lhat the Executive Acts of

‘| ereign are performed only,
assent,

vice, or with the a
ible Ministers

.a'i - PT .
ures with whit
all emblematic
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Christ, the G
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Jiving bread

Heaven. If at
bread which T
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give is My fle
you for the li
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man give us
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and drink the
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