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lso()Ueiitly ,h„ .Irfshly-miue^i "a" Colt After Weaning-. ! loro, which was the son of Mimulus. which was 
the daughter of Champion of England, which was 
not a champion prizewinner, nor even a first- 
prize winner, nor the son of a prizewinner, hut 
was a phenomenally prepotent sire, whose quality 
and influence largely transformed the breed where- 
ever the blood w as used

pealed to Colling, and his influence sent the breed 
bounding forward in favor.

Lancaster Comet, the sire of Champion of Eng
land, a small red bull, with anything but short 
horns, was purchased on a mail order for twenty 
pounds, by Amos Cruickshank, who was rallied by 
a neighbor on arrival of the bull with the remark 
that. “ If it was a Highland bull he wanted, he 
might have got one nearer home." To hide his 
horns, the bull was relegated to a bark field with 
a bunch of cows that had failed to conceive to the 
service of other sires, and one of the half dozen 
calves resulting was Champion of England, whose 
quality of hair and hide, and general thriftiness 
appealed to the Sage of Sittyton as nearer to his 
ideal than any he had bred or bought, 
when shown at the Royal and two local shows, 
and get-ting no higher in the prize list than third, 
his owner was half inclined to dispose of him ; 
but when his calves came, they were so uniformly 
of a desirable type and quality that he was used 
extensively in the herd for many years, and fired 
to his own daughters and other close relations, 
with marvellous results in the improvement of the 
herd and the fixing of a desired type, which has 
largely transformed the breed, and swept the 
prize lists in three continents. Two -of the most 
successful sires of the breed in Canada were the 
imported hulls, Indian Chief and Royal Sailor, 
neither of them great show bulls, but, owing to 
their breeding, remarkable' ns sires of champion 
winners as the records have shown.

Another thing noticeable in this history is that 
not all the prominent prizewinners in the list have 
come, on the- dam’s side, from scions of the Sitty- 
ton or other Scottish herds, but many of the best 
have traced to good old English families of early 
importation, to wit the peerless pair of full- 
sisters, Fair Queen and Queen Ideal, Mayflower 
3rd, and many others that might be mentioned, 
some of which were bred by comparatively ob
scure breeders, who were wise enough, or fortu
nate enough, to secure the services of well-bred 
and impressive sires, though not strong show 
bulls. A sire’s success in begetting superior 
stock, of course, depends largely upon the class of 
cows ho is mated with, as to breeding and in
dividuality, but the important characteristics to 
be looked for in a hull of this breed are a strong 
masculine appearance in head. neck and chest, 
smoothly blending shoulders, a medium-length 
back; a strong, well-fleshed loin and well-sprung 
ribs ; long, level hind quarters; well-placed under
pinning; fine, furry hair, and a loose-handling 
hide of fair thickness

While, of course, it must be admitted that 
much of the improvement in Canadian herds has 
been due to imported sires, the records at the 
Honor Roll show that they have cut but a small 
figure in the list of champion bulls in Canada in 
the last twenty years, the proportions being nine 
imported to twenty-six Canadian-bred. And if 
the records of all the prizewinners at principal 
fairs m the same time were tabulated, no doubt 
the proportion credited to home-bred sires would 
be quite as large. The lesson to be learned from 
this is to not place too much faith in an im
ported bull because he is imported. Those who 
have visited and inspected llritish herds and flock-s 
know right well that first-class individual animals 
are in quite as small proportion there as here, 
and man)' Canadian herds have been damaged by 
the use of a bull the name of which was adorned 
with the abbreviation. " imp.," one of the dic
tionary definitions of which is " little devil." The 
writer recalls an instance, when the " red ” fad 
was raging, of an imported hull which, highly 
fitted and skillfully shown, was given first prize at 
a Provincial fair by bad mdgment, and whose 
progeny damned the herds he was used in to the 
third and fourth generation, as he was prepotent 
in stamping his meanness on everything he 
touched. Neighbor breeders, believing him 
a wonder willing I,v paid a high fee for 
his serv ice, and got a " goldbrick ” every time. 
The lesson to be learned is to use a good in
dividual of one’s own breeding, in preference to 
an ordinary importation Read the Honor Roll 
of the breed in this country, note the record of 
home-bred sires and their get in the last quarter 
of a century, finishinir with the champions at the 
National Exhibition this year, brought out by 
voung breeders, and profit by its teaching.

Fortunately, or, rather, sensibly, the color 
question cuts little figure in this country now. 
We had our sillv season, and are not likely to re
vert to it Then, a red-haired arrival was con
sidered a jewel, and a white one a calamity; now, 
the whites, in proportion to the number shown, 
win more prizes than nnv other while the roans, 
a mixture of 1 he two cardinal colors, largely pre
dominate in the prize list, because there are more 
of them shown In tie- list of champions, senior 
and junior, male and female, in the Honor Roll, 
in the last tvvcntv years, we find 37 roans 16 
reds, and 1" whites all good Shorthorn colors, 
whether solid or mixed. Fortv-five of these cham
pions were Canadian-bred, and 12 imported

\ correction is due to H. -I. Elliot, of Dan- 
ville Que . who claims to have been the breeder of 
thi- two noted prizewinning bulls at Maritime Prov
ince shows Silver Chief and Hola-rt the ltruce as
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Having followed, first, from personal recollec
tion, and later, with the aid of " The Farmer’s 
Advocate " reports, the principal prizewinning rec
ords of individual Canadian-bred or owned Short
horns at leading shows in the Dominion, and at 
international exhibitions elsewhere, in the more 
than fifty years covered by the chronicles of the 
Honor Roil, appearing in these columns during 
the last few weeks, it has occurred to the writer 
that, as a sequel, a reference to lessons that may 
lie learned from this history may at this juncture 
be of interest
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