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bound to be the temptation to sell the hay and grain
at the present high prices, but one must look ahead and
consider the effect this will have on the productivity
of the farm a few years hence. The farms on which
a large number of live stock are well kept are and will
continue to be the heaviest producing. It i
growing bigger crops to feed more live
still larger crops.

se of
stock to produce
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Muskoka Sunflowers.
EpiTor “THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE"
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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

bandry. The activity in lumbering naturally draws
away any surplus help so that on small holdings no
stock can be handled so easily and economically as
sheep. ~ The hog industry is progressing in Parry Sound
as well as cattle. One drover at Powassan last season
shipped. out over 50 car loads of stock. Farmers’
clubs, of which there are about 20, are shipping some
stock and procuring considerable material for farm
use in car lots. This season there will be about nine
school fairs, some directed from the office of the Agri-
cultural Representative and others looked after by the
Women's Institutes, which are doing useful work, in-
cluding medical inspection in schools. No move is
reported towards rural school consolidation, the winter
road obstacle being practically insurmountable. Dairy-
ing holds its own, one butter factory being in operation
1 more cream is being shipped out. As usual during
summer, there is the strong tourist demand for supplies
of butter, milk and cream. Berries, wild and culti-
vated, were an abundant crop, but the exactions of the

who had plenty to ship across the lines,
rather restrictive effect upon canning and pre
ALPHA.

sugar lords

had

A Muskoka Dairy Barn.

The two silos illustrated will soon be full of sunflower silage.

Acres of Sweet Clover For Seed.

EpiTOR “THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE";

Having taken an outing recently, and studied the
crop outlook, I was surprised to see the many acres of
sweet clover being left for seed. Much of it is standing
from six to eight feet in height and showing an enormous
crop of strong, woody stems and branches heavily in
bloom, betokening a heavy crop of seed, which, if any-
where near the price of last spring, will lift many old

mortgages, and put the farm and the farmer in a position
of affluence beyond the dreams of the fabled El-Dorado
of South America.

Here in our midst has arisen, within twelve years, a
t enterprise. It dates from a brief letter appearing
n “The Farmer's Advocate,” advising farmers to sow
sweet clover as a forage crop, the writer giving as a
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duced cereals which never had grown on them before.
Nitrogenous matter was deposited in the soil even to a
greater extent than any of the other legume crops gave,
and being a biennial it was found easy to plow the
second crop under, which, with a good skimmer plow,
leaves the ground in good order. We shall wait patiently
to learn the result the coming year of the first venture
of a substitute for the summer-fallow for fall wheat.
There is a possibility, where a good catch of sweet
clover has covered the ground, that it may be a check
to the dreaded perennial sow thistle.. Too many fields
now are yellow, or beyond that stage and have the tuft
of cotton, like a dandelion, spreading out to carry the
seed on the small parachute anywhere and everywhere.

The first cutting of sweet clover is ready just as.the
perennial sow thistle is coming into bloom, and when
cut at that time there is every chance of the second
crop of clover weakening the sow thistle so much that,
where land is rich enough, any suitable crop may be
sown afterwards with safety.

As for a money-maker, we must wait for another year
to tell the tale. That so much sweet clover has been
left for seed this year in Ashfield, Huron and Kincardine
Townships is due to the heavy yield and big prices for
seed of last year. The biggest crop I know of last year
was grown by Mr. Campbell, of Huron Township, from
which was realized the handsome sum of $2,500 from
eight acres.

No oné can compute the great gain, not only to
Ontario but the world, which 1s due to this very bad
weed, that has become a plant worthy of the husband-
man's care, and every person should appreciate your
efforts, through “The Farmer’'s Advocate,” in bringing
it before the public. One farmer in this County has 50
acres left for seed.

Bruce County, Ont.

Wm. WELSH.

The Effect of Increased Railway
and Telephone Rates. |
EpiTor “THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE":

Just at a time when people in general are expecting
a lowering in the cost of living, two of the- great in-
dustries, viz., the railway corporations and the Bell
Telephone Company, apply to the Board of Railway
Commissioners ijox' permission to very materially raise
freight, passenger-and telephone rates. While they may
be able to show wherein the revenue is not sufficietit
to meet the expenditures and allow for upkeep, if the
Board will look into the matter carefully they will
surely find some other means of meeting the discrep-
ancies besides inflicting upon the masses greater burdens
along the above-mentioned lines. We believe ‘such
increases in the rates would be suicidal for the com-
panies asking them, as well as burdensome to those
who are compelled to buy the service they give. The
increase of freight rates has already caused the general
use of the motor truck from city to city, which will be
greatly increased as highways are improved, and if
rates are further increased there 'will be absolutely no
inducement, to ship by freight. .And whatever happens
with freight rates will surely follow in express rates,
with like results, eventually putting many articles of
merchandise off the market altogether.. An incréase in
passenger rates will also have detrimental results,
Present indications are that money is flush and people
will spend it. Very many do not seem to value money;
they spend it freely in travel, etc., but this is not going
to continue for long, possibly some can see the béginning
of the end right now. An increase in rates will surely
reduce travel. With many thousands of breadwinners
out of employment in the large centres, owing to plants
of different kinds reducing their staffs or closing down
entirely, it would be anything but reasonable to sup-
pose that the abundant returns from the farms of
Canada, (which we should all be thankful for) are going
to materially reduce the cost of living unless other
articles of commerce Jower at the same time,

As we have already intimatéd, it may be necessay
to increase the revenue in proportion to the expenditire,
but there are other ways of doing it besides raising the
rates. While it is not for me to say how it can be done,
we might suggest a few things that possibly could be
done under such extreme conditions, but we don’t
believe it can be carried out without the shoe pinching
someone. First, it might be possible to_reduce some
very high salaries; second, it might be possible to reduce
the number of trains in certain divisions, but even this
cannot be done without inconveniencing the travelling
public more or less, and reducing the number on the
pay-rolls, or the number of hours that each one can be
employed; third, it might be possible to set aside (entirely
for the time being) certain portions of roads that parallel
other roads, some of which were built perhaps twenty
years too soon. and some perhaps should never have
been built at all. Any one of these three propositions
could, no doubt, be worked to the general welfare of the
Dominion, and if all three were partially practiced it
would mean many mil ! d annually to the rail-
ways of Canada without lizing the people. And
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