
4 THE MONTHLY REVIEW

continually warped by the fallacy that runs through the the­
orising of so many of our modern reformers. They look for the 
introduction into human affairs of new elements of character 
and life, instead of keeping their attention fixed on the 
possibility of new and desirable combinations of those already 
present.

The New Man, when he comes—and he is coming every 
day, though some of us are looking too far ahead to see him 
—will assuredly have the same body parts and passions as 
ourselves. But being set free from many errors and terrors, 
and accustomed to think for himself, he will, we may 
hope, develop that natural innocence and courage which have 
been stunted by the unscientific education of the past. Among 
the weaknesses and superstitions that will perish in this process 
we do not believe it possible to number loyalty. It is more 
than possible that under the examination by microscope and 
forceps which modern criticism, modern literature, and the 
modern drama are bringing to bear on every part of our life, 
our nerves of impulse would all tend to shrink and suffer 
atrophy if they were not reinforced by other elements of 
strength. But the arteries which feed the nerve of loyalty 
are many, and some of them flow directly from the heart.

I ,et us go back again to the days of Queen Philippa, and 
compare the loyalty of that time and ours. We shall find that, 
so far from having perished or lost force, this feeling is stronger 
and woven of more strands now than it was then. In the year 
1878 the Duke of Anjou desired to have the castle of Lourdes, 
and failing to take it by force he offered money to the captain, 
a countryman of Beam, but an English subject. “ The knight, 
who was of great valiantness, excused himself and said how 
the garrison was not his, but it pertained to the heritage of the 
King of England, and said how he could not sell it, nor give it, 
nor put it away, without he should be a traitor, which in no 
wise he would be, but true to his natural lord during his life ; 
and moreover said that when the castle was delivered him, it 
was on a condition, which lie swore solemnly by his faith,


