
umbers by bis forest lire, 
‘ Making night hideout.’

“ Along ir
the deep forests of India la, ; 
woods, this ghostly watchman 
of the approach of morning, ar 
gular exclamations, sometimes 
my fire, uttering a loud and su 
O! sufficient to have alarmed i 
other nocturnal solos, no 
strikingly resembles the half-su 
son suflbeating, or throttled, i 
exceedingly entertaining to a loi

Ohio, and amidst 
I reposing in the 
icntly warned me 
I me with his sin- 
down an ' ..round 
ugh O! Waugh 
arrison. He has 
me of which very 

■ams of a per­
il fail of being 
;hted traveller in

:r of the owl so 
ng so discordant 
I the silence and

“ There is something in the 
recluse, solitary and mysterious 
in the tones of its x-oice, heard 
gloom of night, and in the mo 
situations,

nkiml in genen
of the whole trilic. The poets hi 
general prejudice ; and in their 
lions of midnight storms and gUx 
owl is generally introduced to In 
picture. Ignorance and supersti 
all countries, listen to the voice o 

its physiogn
of fearful awe. The pr 

some of our Indian nations h 
reverential horror for this bird, am
ümïï' °Wl’i!!,C 8Ul7C‘ of "“ou.It, as the
symbol or emblem of their office >ng ,he Creek» •
says Mr. Bertram, in hia Travi 04, • the junior
pnests, or students, constantly w< lite mantle, and
have a Great Horned Owl skin „d stufléd very
K'SV,|S° Mecuted,as » appear like the

fi.Tfo Vh Iarge VSP'ug Kll,5a ka& or buttons
I xcd in the head for eyes. These insignia of wisdom and 
divination they wear sometimes as a crest on the ton of 
the head, at other times the image sits on the arm, or is
fmmC !i Ihe, ,and' 1,he* bacl,cl“™ are also distinguished 
from tile oilier people by their taciturnity, gra 
solemn countenance, dignified step, and singing t, 
ffio t* "fS °r !,ym,,S'll a *' w 8Wcel voice, as th

as to have the minds of

is and delinea- 
of nature, the

the
all ages, and in 
I, and even con 
f disgust and atemplate

o tliem- 
ey stroll

lipiEiSBi
tones of the owl, there is nothing in this bird supernatural 

is, or more Ilian that of, simple bird of prey, 
feeding by night—like many olher animals— 

and of reposing by day. The harshness of its yoke, occa- 
sioncd by the width and capacity of its throat, may be 
intended by Heaven as an alarm and warning to the birds 
and animals on which it preys, to secure themselves from 
danger. The voices of ail carnivorous birds and animals 
are also observed to be harsh and hideous, probably for 
this very purpose." r 3

The Great Horned Owl is said to feed on poultry, hales 
squirrels, mice, partridges, small birds of all kinds, and à

bleep, no doubt Ins larder is generally well supplied.’* The 
present species is said to pair early in spring, and usually 
selects a large branch, not far from the trunk of a tree 
upon which to construct its nest. The latter is composed!

and a few feathers. Ihe external diameter of the struc­
ture measures about three feet. The eggs, from three to 
six in number, arc almost globular in form, about the size 
of a hen s egg, and of a dull white colour. “The young birds 
remain in the nest until fully fledged, and afterwards foi- 
low their parents for a considerable time, uttering a mourn- 
ful sound to induce them to supply them with food. They 
acquire the full plumage of the old birds in the first spring* 
and until then arc considerably lighter, with more dull

or niysterioi 
formed for

SJLontrenl and

Paper III.

- ». ;S’' t2** ~ n.” “

And t™. SSt S d.y "

Family: Strigidak—The Owls.

and'even n* , ■,c“Ptur«= of »'>'mals in tile morning 
and evening twilight. Eyes usually very large, directed 
nlet'iïri" greater number of specie? formed f„r
seeing by twilight, or in the night. Bill rather strong, 
S™" ’ concealed by projecting bristle-like fcath- 

f. lnèed ? generally long ; outer edges of primary quills 
f'lugcd, leg. generally rather short, and in all ■species,
f.sthè d" °"' ge"u‘ more or less
feathered, generally densely. Cavity of the ear very large.
fcmh,r?Clwh-l |by T!!1 Perfect disc of abort rigid
an ‘ïmiè I h ’ h h5 i?rge cyes, gives to these birds 
Femalerl!ngcr<thanrth*nni,leT*Ue,lt*^ c1'1-1'**6 expression. 

wldc'hr!..arr" *’?V‘ T l,Undred and fifty species of owls, 

'”2,,*” j."habita'"» J"-= conteemnof America and’u's

on insects. Though the lar/er number „e nociur 
na|. a fer" species arc strictly diurnal, and in their 
seem to approach the birda of the preceding family.

Sub-Family : Bubonwae,—The Homed Owls.

1 his division contains numerous sped 
are very large, but the greater number a 
or small. They inhabit i 
“ Australia."

es, some of which 
- are medium sized 

all parts of the world

Genus : Bubo,—Cuvier.
This genus includes the large horned owls, or cat 

owls, as they are sometimes called. These birds are most
triewZ, fiftem* a"d *"d ,h'r' are in a" 

Great HornHorned Owl. (Bubo Virgimanus, Gmelin.) This is 
a very large and powerful bird ; female measures in length, 
ai to 35 inches ; male, 18 to 21 inches. Colour on the 

,, ®,,h*ad’ an(1 **»•, dark brown, with bands of 
yellowish brown intermixed. Facial discs and under por- 
tion of body and tail of a yellowish brown colour with 
darker horizontal bands. Breast with a large white patch 
extending like a collar nearly round the neck. The ear- 
Ilifts, or horns as they are sometimes called, are formed of 
large feathers, and project upwards from the sides of the
M.‘dki.tbmwn SET* *rC °f * d*rk' *nd in —

The colour is said to va 
breast and neck being 
constant, characters.

“ This beautiful

ry somewhat, the white on the 
of the most distinguishing, or

John Richardson, by the Indians of the plains of the Sas­
katchewan, Otowack Oho. The savages, it is said, hold 
It in great respect, is a bird of evil omen, and carry this 
supers -Ition so far as to be displeased with anyone who 
imitates the unearthly hootingi ofthia midnight marauder.

In the •• American Ornithology" Wilson writes a. fol­
lows concerning this species i—“ His favorite residence i, 
in the dark solitudes of deep swamps, covered with a growth 
ol gigantic timber ; and here, as soon as evening draws on, 
and mankind retire to rest, he sends forth such sound, as
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