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Having been requested
History subject, t
sutitable or

1o write an article on
hought that
Appropriate for the
SV GAzerre than

some Natural
nothing could be more
augural number of the { NIVER-
something the natural history

he writer ¢

concerning

oFthe * Tand that we study in, ind accordingly has selec ted the
ahove heading for the following re marks,

In the first place, with re ference to the Mineralogy of the dis-
trict, a fair colleetion of Crystals of Calcite may be obtained at
the limestone quarries j the neighborhood of the Mile End,

e casily reached, cith
sawrence Main

The quarrics

I

er by walking or by the St

street cars as far as Wiseman's corner, and then

Y taking the road on the right and walking up the village of
Cote St. Louis for 4 short distance, the locality will soon be
urrived at. The usual forms of the erystals met with here are
the common nail head, the dog-tooth, and the hexagonal, ome

of the nail-head crvstals tre quite large and transparent, attach-
ed by the lateral o ses to the side of the fissures in the bedded
rock.  Quartz and Dolomite erystals have. alee, bees collected,
as well as small cubical masse sof Tron Pyrites
By continuing in a north-easter]y direction past the toll-gate
1t the head of the Papinean Road. and then for fouy ortive miles
to Cote St. Michel. any one, by making few enquiries (in
French) from the farme 18 Will soon be able to fingd outthe exact
location of * the cave Phe sides of this cave are covered with
stalactitic carbonate of lime., One ar two inches in thickness, and
occasionally a few small stalactites  may e seen hanging from
the roof The inside of this place IS very wet and mudidy, and
1t would be advisable to POstpone any intended visit 1)) the sum-
mer tine
here are a few other minerals to be met with gt the quar-
ries, but they are much Jess common than the ahove On the
Mountain & great variety of specimens o Daolerite may he col.
lected, the hest place being in the Protest mt Cemetery, where

the workmen are continually blasting out the rock tor draingg

and other purposes—all sorts of Spectens, ranging fram nearly
all Pyroxene to others nearly gl 1 Idspar.  Separatc - ystals of
Pyroxene can only he obtained when the Dolerite § beginning to

loes not often oceur
et crystals collected
duct. about two miles out on

Turning our
to the Mile End
disappointed, as few fossils g
themselves, but by
the hemispherical

disintegrate, which although the writer has
onthe side of the
the west end of the ¢ ity,

attention to the fossils, the collector may resort
Here, however, he may be slightly
re to be obtained in the Quarrics
a gond vr»rv-l'nm"\r\r\:uhl,s]lu|||1|'n~|vu|hnl
and also of the fibrous Stenopora (Sienopora

seen some very per aque-

quarries,

Petropolitana. and S. fibrosa) may be obtained along with few
shells. It is hest, howe Very to search along the fences, It is
hardly necessary to add that the collector should, of course, he
provided with a steel square-headed  hammer and chisel, and be

also well supplied with wra
from abrading cach othe T,

those fossils preserved in the
pliocene shells may be
limestone beds
Macoma
casional

PPg paper, to prevent the specimens

While at the quarries in
1

rock. numerous s

addition to
pecimens of Posta
the sand overly ing the
¢ the Saxicava Rugosa,
nd Mya Truncata, associated with oc-
Macoma proxima, My and
ality for other specics of Post-pliocenc re.
brickyards near Cote S¢, Paul, by the side of the
glen on the west end of the city, At the last named
locality, in addition to the shells, the remains of silicious and
other ‘sponges may be collected ; some of the spicules of the
Sponges, when examined under the microscope, presenting curi-
ous forms, anchor-shaped, &c. Besides these, if the loamy part
of the deposit he examined with pocket lens, flat spiral-shaped
shells of Foraminifera may be observed, The plan usually
adopted s to bring home some of the material cont ining the
forams, and then after drying it well in an oven, or in the sun,
put some of the dried stuff’ i, an carthenware basin, and pour in |
4 sufficient quantity of clean cold water so as to nearly fill the

basin,  As soon us the clay has become soake ) “tir up the

gathered from
The commonest kinds ay
Groenlandic
specimens
T'he best o
mains, is at the
beautitul

arenaria,
others,
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shells from the clay,
as the chambers or small
Ul of dried air in the first
ay is soaked end removed from the
are buoyed up.” Now, cither carefully strain the
through a piece of muslin, which must be
allow the water to freely pass throug
h to retain the small shells; or what will
pose, gently wave the water against th
this process be repeated severa]
along the edge of the water,
feather or with 4 ¢

ct being to free the small
he water quickly, and
forams have become fi
process of drying, when the ¢
forams, the Latter
surface water
| enough to
enoug

| whole, the obje,
| which absorbyg ¢

cavities in the

coarse
hy and vet fine
1swer the pur-
¢ sides of the basin, If
times, the forams will be seeny
and may be removed cither with a
amel-hair brush ; the shells have then only to
be carcfully dried, and are soon ready for examination under the
microscope.  The commonest kind bears the expressive, thoug
| rather lengthy title of Polystomella Crispavar  striatopunctaty.
At Pointe Claire, specimens of the characteristic Tetradium
fibratum may be gathered, and a few miles further, on the end of
the island at’St, Anne, the Scolithus)
in the Potsdam san associated
Calciferous beds ast side of St,
Helen's Island, o small deposit of thlvllrug limestone
occurs, from which, difficulty, a few fossils.
may be obtained, egoing, there is u de posit

so-called worm burrows |
stone, along with shells in the
On the north-
Lower
with considerable
In addition to the fore

vire to be seen,

of shell marl, and peat Iving about a foot under the surface, iy

the Tow lands in the neighbourhood of St. Joseph Street tol gate,

This deposit contains & number of existing fresh water shells,
The student in hotany Will ‘most probably find the east end

of the Mountain

and the woods beyond the St. I
more prolific

the objects of his

awrence Road
search than the west end,
flowering plants are met with all oyer.
observed by the writer, growing on the Mountain,
bear comparison, so far as gencral appearance,
Mructure and fragrance in the flower is concerned,
with many of the costly, much-prized and much-cared-for exotics
which are to be seen in the conservatories in our 1
Might not a similar overlooking of
flowers of his own native land
poet Gray, that
“Full n
And v

in
though of cours
of the flowers,
will certainly
delicacy of

Some

as

iighbourhood,
the charms of the wild
+ have suggested those lines of the

Ny a flower is born to bl

ush unseen,
aste its fragr :

ance on the desert air?

Those in search of Ferns Will find species of interest. botly in
the woods in the neighbourhood of the city, and also on the
Mountain,  On the left side of the road to the Protestant Cemes
tery, one may find the Maiden-hair Fern along with others, and
in the marshy spots hetween the cemeteries, and in the cemeterices
themselves, many kinds are to be procured that are rather scarce

clsewhere,  On the east end of the Mountain the common

Polypodium occurs abundantly, while in front, on the rocky
ledges near the top. the smaller species Woodsia, and others, arc
found.  Mosses, lichens, and fungi are plentiful—one of the
latter, the Hydnum coraloides, being very handsome, and look.

ing like a network of white coral,
of the petals of the flowers and sectic
aflord very much more ple
suflicient for determinat
making sections of

I'he micros

opic examination
1s of the plants found, will
asure than a mere cursory examination
ion of the species.  For the purpose of
most plants, an ordinary razor, which must
will, for all practical purposes, answer very
45 more costly apparatus.  All that js required in
addition to the sharp razor is a piece of smooth-planed wood and
a steady hand.  The leaf of the Mullein, which grows S0 common
about the quarries, is well worth examining under the microscope,
especially with polarized light, exhibiting jts peculiar tree-like
hairs, and the glandular hairs on the leaves of the
Sweet Briar are also interesting

With reference to the Zoology, or
will find much that will interest him,
of creatures may e

'S,

be sharp however,
nearly as well

common

animal life, the collector
In the first place, all sorts
found living in the ponds, principally in

those on the right side of St. Lawrence Main Street toll-gate.
For the proper examination of these objeets it is necessary to
have a microscope ; such a one as is now manufactured by Parkes
& Son, and other Ey sh makers, for five guineas or there-

¥ the writer, and has been
all ordinary purposes as the more
likely to be well used by the
beginner, by reason of the less loss in case it should be accident-
ally injured.  Among the more interesting forms may be seen

¢ and Cyclops, beside a common species
aving the valves of a whitish colour, and
or four dark bands ; only portions of the body
be seen extended beyond the edges of the
swims rapidly here and there over the field of vision,
of the larger life of the pond, it is better to have
d on an iron ring, to which a long

abouts, has been the only one used |
found to answer as well for
expensive instruments,

and is more

the Amoeba, Vorticelld
of bivalve crustacean,
marked with three
of this creature ¢

valves, as
For the procuring
a good strong cord net fastene.




