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in England., his presumed drowningII has be<n divulged that a number of companies 
have not sent in to the Commissioners such replies 
to the schedule of questions as were asked Those 
quê tions, indeed, could not be fully answered 
without overwhelming the Commission with work 
they cannot lie exjiccted to undertake.

FIRE INSURANCE IN CANADA.

We pr.sent i n another page a table exhibiting 
th fire insurance done in Canada last year with 
comparative results for a series of previous years, 
and a statement of premium receipts ami losses 
showing their extent and the ratio of losses for a 
long term of years.

I.ast year’s record is far more favourable than 
that of 11)04. 1' might well be so, for. if the
re lilts of the business in 11/14 were continued the 
rates would have to b* raised much higher, or the 
companies Would have to consider the question of 
remaining in business, o: retiring.

Recent events, we refer especially to the San 
Francien conflagration, demonstrates only too 
forcibly that adequate rates must be charged by 
the tire insurance companies.

Over and above ordinary losses tlie companies 
must make pr. |>er provision for covering the con
flagration hazard otherwise, when the necessity 
arises for meeting these heavy claims, the com
panies will not lx- in a position to pay their losses 
and the business of fire insurance will be demor
alized

In u/>4 the average rate of los-es paid p.c. of 
pemuim- received was 107.6 p.c. Now, if to this 
lie added 30 p.c. for expenses, we find that for each 
$100 received in premiums they paid out $137.6 
fur loses and ex|>enscs.

When the premium rrcipts and losses paid in 
|i)04 and 11)05 are combined the results do not 
leave any margin to the companies for profits and 
for reserve». Indeed, in many ca-es the joint 
premiums in h/14 and 11)05 do not pay losses and 
e<|i uses How unreasonable then is the charge 
made that fire insurance rates are excessive, and 
h iw rcas liable how urgent is tlx1 demand for more 
efficient fire protection, more attention to the con
struction of building-, more care in installing elec
tric services.

THE DISAPPEARANCE OF ASSURED LIVES.

Life insurance companies occasionally, have 
claims made up n them by [îersons who are interest
ed in «orne individual who, having disappeared 
years ago, of whom no tidings have bren heard, is 
believed to be dead

No slight element of romance enters into some of 
the-e cases, relative to the motive for disappearing, 
for concealment during a term of years, and at last 
for reappearing.

Th re was the Tichb rne case which arose from 
the doapjiearance of a wealthy young landowner

route tr
Australia, and the attempt to personate „m bv a 
clever scoundrel whose trial kept all 1 ;laml ,v 

:ted for months. Another case, known 
that of a soldier named Scofield, in t

us. was
Federal

Army during the civil war who desertc 1, changed 
his clothes with a friend to whom he b. 
resemblance, and escaped by swimming 
Potomac in which river his "counterfei 
ment" was drowned Scofield, for obvn h- 
kep: away from his connections who ind. utified the 
drowned man as their relative and drew the 
of his life insurance. A few years aftirwardshe 
turned up in England and was introduced to in 
hv Ins brother as, "a y. ting man who too drowned 
but had come hack to life."
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He never profited by
the insurance money, nor was the affair 
plained to the company. Then there was thr 
"Emch Arden" incident on which Tcnrn - n’s pera 
is based, and others of a like character

ever ex-

An interesting pajier on "The Law ,k to Pre
sumption of l ife in connection with the Disappear
ance of Assured Live-.' was read bef. r the Ac
tuarial Society of Glasgow, by Mr. Walter Cook 
Spnis, advccatc.

He details several rases■ of disappe.i ranee for 
many years. In one instance the man lud been 
absent 34 years, yet a Scotch Court insisted 
per security being given before allowing Ins estate 
to lie handed over to his next of kin in thr event 
of thr return of the supposed deceased or the ap
pearance of his lawful heirs.

The Scotch law seems to lie extremely cautioes, 
probably 1 -rrs n this direction as p.-r-ons who 
disappear and remain away many years without 
communicating with their friends deserve no sym
pathy, if they are able to reveal their place of 
abode.
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In the well-known treatise "Taylor on Evidence)" 
there is thr following:

“Where a person is once shown to have hern 
missing, the law, in the absence of proof that hr 
has not lieen heard of, or written the last ; years, 
will presume that he is still alive, unie- . after a 
lapse of time considerably exceeding the rilmary 
duration of human life. This presumpti 1 will be 
bounded by shorter limits if proof be giv 11 of his 
continuous unexplained absence from home and the 
non-receipt of intelligence concerning him

Cases are on record which show that, .’though 
a jierson who has not !x*cn heard of for srv 11 years 
is presumed to he dead, yet the law rai- no prt 
sumption as to the time of his "death.

Vic‘-Chancellor Kindersley when dec: ' ng the 
case of Thomas v. Thomas, said :

"Where a person has not been heard for 7 
years, the law presumes that he is dead .11 lie end 
of that time, and I think it is equally < ' r that 
the Law draws no presumption from the t that
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