
rank and ^tle of them, that this busi 
nose of evangelism belongs to the con
gregation equally with its leaders. 
Men and women line up in the front 
rank who formerly were content to 
follow far and safe in the rear. The 
new joy of doing thrills their hearts 
and calls them out into the open.

’Jut now the question is being asked 
by very earnest ministers and church 
members : Do these results In any large 
degree actually follow the Simultan
eous Movement f The answer is as
suredly in the affirmative, provided 
two conditions are fulfilled, 
the congre
paign thoroughly prepa 

The oughly organized for th
life saving under the direct leadership 
of minister and officers; and" second, 
when evange
same organised body under the same 
leaders must follow 
conserved. These
ing fulfilled, the Simultaneous Evan
gelistic campaign will undoubtedly 
leave the congregation organized, dis- 

Looking at the Simultoneoua Evan cipUned, invigorated, and eager to ad
gelietic Movement broadly, we ditoover vanoe under the banner of the Son
certain very important and far reaching of God a« he goe. forth to war. 
effects. The very magnitude of the 
movement, ite poweme to unify the 
various denominations, its impact up m 
die life of the people at so many differ
ent points,—these, with other features* 

shatter the settled in 
difference into which the unchurched 
have been allowed to fall, remove the 
7>rei>ocupation in the cares of this life 
which lias proved so deadly a foe to 
the spirituality of church members, 
and concentrate the minds of people of 
all classes steadily upon the great facie 
of oyr holy religion. The marvelous 
effect of this steady, continuous con 
centration we can hardly estim ite. The 
primary fact in our religion is God.
From tlie djm obscurity of forgetful 

the mind is turned fixedly in

THE CAMPAIGN AND THE CON
GREGATION.

By “Ralph Connor"-Dr. C. W. Gordon.
Tlie congregation is the tirst consul 

eration of the Church, and ite interest 
first and last must at all costs be pre 
served. It is from tlie standpoint of 
the congregation that I, a i>artor, wish 
to estimate tlie permanent value of the 
Simultaneous Evangelistic Movement. 
My observation of the workings ami 
effects of this movement has nut been 
as widely extended as I should have 
liked, but it lias been as close and oare- 
ful as I could make it, and tlie re 
suits of this observation I venture to 
offer to my brethren tlie pastors, and 
to tlie congregations under

on by districts in which the individual 
congregations are co-operating imite. 
Hence the immediate effect here is tlie 
stimulation of those congregations.

Second, the federation of existing or
ganisations. This is the strongest fea 
tare of the movement. The congrega
tion with its organization intact under 
the leadership of ite minister and its 
subordinate officers goes into the cam
paign, pas es through it, and emerges 
with its cohesion unimpaired and its 
organic unity unbroken, vastly fitter for 
ite work. Incidentally it lias learned 
the great leeson that for tlie best re
sults enthusiasm and consecration 
must lie organized.

Third, the variety of apj>eal. 
i annuli ate effect of this feature upon 
the congregation is not at once ap 
pi, eut, but a little thought and this 
wild appear. By the many aidedneas of 
ite approach to the life of the oommtin- 
ity the campaign suggests to tlie con
gregation at once the possibility and 

•the scope of its work.

Tirst,
gation must go into the cam 

red and thor 
îe business of .

their

lists have left the field the
At the outset let me say very frankly 

that I have no confidence in the Sim
ultaneous Movement as a substitute 
for the congregation and the minister. 
Considered as such, it is at once a de 
lusion and a peril. Tlie minister who 
hopes to build up hie congregation by 
a series of evangelistic campaigns, 
simultaneous or other, is doomed to 

and heartbreak. The

till reeulte are
conditions be

up

disappointment 
building up and the extending of the 
Kingdom of* Heaven in thie world of 
ours by any such means is much too 
easy and to cheap a business. Upon 
the congregation and ite steady influ 
ence in the life of a people, upon the 
minister and hie unflinching and un 
wearying fidelity day in and d.iy out, 
hocked up by the loyal co operation oi 
hie j*e<»j«le, it is that the Church has 
learned to rely fur permanent and viti 
lizing power.

A few obvious considerations may 
serve to empliaeize the fundamental 
position.

Tlie congregation is organized out of 
people of tlie community for the 

promotion of godliness among its mem 
here fur their edification in the faith, 
and for the upbuilding of character.

The congregation is the religious home 
of the iieople, the center of their social 
life, the place of their re creating, the 
spiritual nursery of their children and 
growing youth.

The ooofNtttion is the training- 
ground for service in the extension of 
the Kingdom of Heaven; tlie ground 
where men are disciplined, instructed, 

Id

GIVE GOD HIS DUE.

By C. H. Wetherbe.

l.'iere is not a person in all of our 
at does not constantly owe some-arrest attention, land

thing God. In a great sense all peo 
pie at * Hi» debtors, and yet there are 
but coniparatively few of them who re- 

their obligation to Him. Verycognize
many, who are very particular to re*>- 
dei their dues to their fellow-mem, are 
letting their debts to God go unpaid and 
unheeded. They are far more just to 
human beings than they are to God, the 

The !superlatively greatest of all beings 
late Dr. Horace Bushnell, a mighty 
ister and notable author, said •

“All that can be said for the moralist, 
all that he will say for himself, Is that 
he ha* had it for his law to speak the 
truth, fulfil his promises and deal fa* • 
ly by his fellow men. Still it is not, 
and has never been, his aim or object 
to do what is right to God; and that is 

Further, under the impulse of this a matter of much higher consequents*»
movement the. attention of the church and more necessary to his real ‘ntegrity.
is turned upon the field of ite great God is a person, an truly as me.» are,
enterprise, and with wide open eyes she more closely related to us than they, a
stares upon a whole new world lying better friend, one who has mure feeling
round about. The searchlight is flæh tn.be injured than they all, claims of
ed upon Mie enemy and the startling right more sacred. What, then, doei it
discovery in made thiU- *11 unawa-e» he signify that a man gives men their due, 
has made entrance to fortresses and and will not give God Hist" 
within lines of defence hitherto con U signifiée that a mere moralist in far
«idem, impregnable.. Into the social aws, from Ood. It eigmfte, that Meh
life, into the busineea life, ye-, and in a perron has no nut apprec atlon ,f the
to he very b ane life of the people, he <■“* ‘ -at ,f here were no true Cod he
i« dironvered to h ave made hi- deadly h,ma.lt wcmM have no moral, d any
way. Then too in toe new and olear «A-*- * “ %
er atmosphere that gather, about the Wj ^ miM to ,he fact anil
Simultaneous Movement the church die (:hri„ianity. The mln who
covers fields of conquest vaster and chri,tjanjty and Christian churches
more magnificent than she has ever 8how« contempt for the very things
imagined. which make him respectable in the best

Thus by the vision of God and the society. -All property in Christian com
vision of the world needing God, the munities is worth more to ite possessors
church stand's better equipped and than the same amount would be worth
more eager to essay her great attempt. in a country where there is no Chr sli

• • • anity.
As the movement progtoto, also

the church become, awar, that before ^ Hml Hjl dueal You say to.t you
her .very eyes there is going on a de J* ^ am, that „„
monstration of the poe Utilities of debts, but ^ tlMtb j, y01l make ,,r
achievement hitherto forgotfen or never „#ort to ,)ay (jcKl His dues,
known. Sinners are actually being 
saved, the lost «inner of the s'um and 
the ea’ooir, and the respe table sinner 
of the select circles of an u«sanctified 
society. Homes that have b°en broken 
and hearts that have been impaired by 
sin are made whole and sweet again 
This demonstration of achievement

people to heiroic endeavor, 
point may f>e suggested a result of 
almost infinite Importance. The con
gregation, led into this fight by Its 
minister and off ice-hearers, realize, the

lio ness as
hie direction God begins to emerge, ‘hi 
infinite spiritual resources of the 
church are discovered anew, and men
are moved to prayer.

I

outfitted for tlie emerprise of wor
conquest.

The congregation, in short, is the per 
nianeot, tlie vital and vitalizing unit in 
the grand array of the church mild ant. 
For these and other reasons it is that 
I say that the test of value for any in
stitution, association, scheme, or move 
mept soever, is its final effect upon the 
congregation.

As a minister of the congregation it 
is my God given cliarge to guard against 
anything that tends to impair tlie effi 
cienoy, lower the vntality, or disintegrate 
the spiritual fiber of my congregation.

The question for us ministers there 
fore to answer is reduced to ‘hie : 'How 
will the Simultaneous Evangelistic 
movement affect my people and my 
self? Shall we together be left fitter 
for the fight when the campaign is over,

Let us look at thie Simultaneous Move 
mint as a method of evangelism. Ite 
differentiating features are mainly these 
three: ftret, decentralization, many 
centers being occupied instead of one; 
second, federation of existing organisms 
as integral units; third, the variety of 
appeal, all classes and conditions be
ing readied.

The value of the campaign must he 
determined by the effect of these three 
features upon a congregation's life. 
First, decentralisation. The special 
advantage of this method is at once 
apparent. The evangelism is carried

Next meeting of Barrie Presbytery will 
lie held at Barrie on 15th September, ;
1908

Barrie Presbytery has agreed to eetab 
Hah a fund for the payment of the ex
penses of the commiaioners to the Gea- 
e ralAssembly, ami appointed a commit
tee consisting of Rev. Dr. McLeod, Rev. 
G. I. Craw, Rev. A. A. Amos and Mr. 
J. J. Brown to work out the details and 
to report at the September meeting of 
the Presbytery

like a bugle call minister and 
At this
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