In our handsomely illus-
trated catalogue you will
find full lines and prices
of ai! that is newest in

wedding rings, bridal
¥ | presents, bridesmaids’
favors, wedding invita-
tions, etc.

A copy of this catalogue
will be cheerfully sent
You upon application.
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diers nor beasts of burden. He would
travel in a carriage or on ;
when homld,oafootm

“I will traverse it”

Ivan Ogareff, who will perbaps meet
thee on the way.”

“I will beware of him.”

“Wilt thou pass through Omsk?’

“If thou dost see thy mother, there
wﬂlbethorhkofbelum
Thou must not see her!”

Michael Strogoff hesitated a moment.

“1 will pot see her,” said he.

“Swear to me that nothing will make
thee acknowledge who thou art mor
whither thou art going.”

“I swear It.”

“Michael Strogoft,” continued the czar,
giving the letter to the young courder,
“take this letter. Oun It depends the
o fety of all Siberia and perhaps the
{ life of my brother, the grand duke.”

! “This letter sball be delivered to his

s - highness the grand duke.”

“Thou wilt pass whatever happens?™
“I shall pass, or they shall kill me.”
i “I want thee to live.”
’ “xmnuvqumum AD-
swered Michael Strogoff,
The czar appeared satisfied with Stro-
gof’s calm and simple answer.
“Go, then, Michael Strogoff,” said he,
toforGod,torRull.tornybrothc
| and for myself.”

The courler, baving saluted his sov-
ereign, immediately left the imperial
cabinet and in a few minutes the New
palace.

eral” said the czar.

“I think so, sire,” replied General
Kissoff, “and your majesty may be
sure that Michael Strogoff wili do all
that ¢ -san can do.”

“He 1s indeed s man,” said the czar.

CHAPTER IIL
HE distance between Mos

to be traversed by Mi
ehael Strogoff, was 5,200
versts. Before the tele-
graph wire extended from
the Ural mountains to
the easterr fromtier of Siberia the dis-
pateh service was performed by cou-
riers, those*who traveled the most rap-
dly taking eightcen days to get from
Moscow to Irkutsk

not travel as a courler of the ezar usu-
ally would. No one Imust even suspect

rebellious ecountry.
@ized, and his mission would be in dan-

large sum of mon~y, which was suffi-
tate it in some measure, General Kis-
specifying that he was in the emperor’s

cellence. He contented bimself with |
furnishing bim with a podorojna.
The podorojua was made out in the !
name of Nicholas Korpanoff, merchaut,
living at Irkutsk. It authorized Nicho-
las Korpanoff to be accompanied, if f
requisite, by one or more persons, and,
moreover, it was by special notification
made avaflable in the event of the Mus-
covite goveérnment forbidding natives
of any other countries to leave Russia.
The podorojna is simply & permission |
to take post horses, but Michael Btro-
goff was not to use it unless Be was
sure that by so doing Le would not ex-
cite suspicion as te his misgion—that is
to say, while he was on European ter-
ritory. The consequence was that in
Siberia, while traversing the insurgent
provinces, he would have no power
over the relays either in the choice of
horses in preference to others or in de-
manding conveyanees for his personal
use. Neither was Michael Strogofr to
forget that he was no longer a courier,
but a plain merchant, Nicholas Korpa-
Doff, traveling from Moscow to Irkutsk,
and as such exposed to all the impedi-
ments of an ordinary journey.

To pass unknown wore or less rapid-
Iy, but to pass soméhow or other—such
were the directions be had recelved.
Thirty.years previously th. escort of
A traveler of rank consisted of not less
than 200 mounted Cossacks, 200 foot
soldiers, 25 Baskir horsemen, 800 cam-
dthmﬂwnmzmw
boats and 2 pleces of cannon. All this
Wwas rgquisite for a journey in Siberia.
Micliael Strogoff, however, bad pel-

_not.
There would be Bo

ting over the first m&

tance between

! bead, truly charming, was of the purest
. Slavonic type — slightly scvere, and
. which would when a few summers had
, passed over her unfold into beauty
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“Above all, beware of the traltor
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“Sire, that is my route.” S
' golden hair. Her eyes were brown,

§hag

| of tempor.. The nose was straight and
. a to her pale and some what thin
! cheeks by delicate moblile nostrils. The
| lips"were finely cut, but it secemed as if
| they had long since forgotten how to

Once arrived at | Novgored, Stro- |
goff would, accor¢owircumstances,
either take the lajote or the steam- |
cuthVol‘n.q.MtheUnl !
mountains as ible. | tures gave the ides that she was the
;mrotl‘mtmruenerﬁ a
| point which did not escape Michael
| Strogoff. Evidently this young girl bad
| already suffered in the-past, and the
was pot alone in |
ept with one eye |
both his ears.

the rising of the
the Tartar inva- |
in some degree. |
carriage, whom |
ehance had madefrraveling compan-
ject, though with
that caution whipas become habits |
whn know that
e waiwh for any |
treasonable expryus which may be {
‘ | perament, was paturally struck by the
tation fresh tray- |
Among others,
ed bherself at the |
occupled by Mi- |

| none the less certain that she had

| trials of life. Her energy was evident-

fons, discussed | stances in which a man would be likely

“You made a good choice there, gen- | ::l‘.lmon; Ru
are ever

At the Wiadi
elers entered then.

| & young girl
| door of the cary | observed Lis neighbor with no small in-
|-terest. The costume of the young tray-

| eler was both extremely simple and

cow and Irkutsk, about |

| est mark of negligence was to be dis-

{
In the first place, huwever. he must |

what he really was. Sples.Swarm In a |
Let him be recog- |

ger.  Also, while supplying bim with a {

clent for his journcy and would facill |

soff had not given bim any document |
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From Geo. C. @k, Owens Mill, Mo.
‘Some time agd bought a package |
of Pyramid Pilejre for my wife, who |
bad suffered y4 much.

she had eve.rt

service, which is the seésame par ex- !

|

wod than anythmg
It is just what is |

claimed for it £ it cured her com- |
by all druggists.
Causes and Cure”
mai led free P_fmd Drug Co.,, Mar-
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soft and expressive of much sweetness

smile.

The young traveler was tall and up-
r!tht.u well as could be judged of her
| figure from the vesy simple and ample
| pelisse that covered her. Although she
was still a very youpg girl in the liceral
sense of the term. the development of
ber high forehead and clearly cut fea-

future doubtiess did not present itself
to ber in glowing colors. Bat it was

known bow to struggle and that she
bad resolved to struggle still with the

Iy prompt and persistent and her calm-
ness unalterable even under circum-

to give way or lose b’ gelf command.
Such was the impression which she

produced at first sight. Michael Stro-

goff, being himself of an energetic tem-

character of bher pliysiognomy, and,
while taking care not to cause her an-
noyance by a too persistent gaze, he

appropriate. Sbe was pot rich—that
could easily be seen—but not the slight-

cerned In her dress. All her luggage
was contained in a leather bag under
iock and key, and® which, for want of
room, she held on her lap.

She wore a long, dark pelisse, which
was gracefully adjusted at the neck by
& blue tie. Under this pelisse a short
skirt, also dark, fell over a robe which
reached to ber ankles and of which the
lower edge was ornamented with some
simple embroidery. Half boots of work-
ed leather and thickly sdled, as if cho-
sen in the aaticipation of a long jour-
ney, covered her small feet.

Michael Strogoff fan~ied that he ree-
ognized by certain details the fashion
of the costume of Livonia, and he
thought that his neighbor must be a
native of the Baitie provinces.

But whither was this young girl go-
ing alone at an age when the fostering
care of a father or the protection of a
brother is considered a matter of me-
cessity? Had she now come after an
already long journey from the prov-
inces of western Russia? Was she
merely* going to Nijul Novgorod, or was
the end of her travels beyond the east-
ern frontier of the empire? Would
some relation, some friend, await ber
arrival by the train, or was It net
wore probable, on the contrary, that
she would find herself as much isolated
in the town as she was in this com-
partment, where po one, she must
think, appeared to care for her? It
was probable,

Michael Strogoff observed her with

interest, bat, bimself reserved, . he
sought no epportunity of accosting ber,
although several hours must elapse be
fore the arrival of the train at Nijal
Novgorod.

At last the train, at bhalf past 8 in the
evening, arrivéd at the station of Nijni
Novgorod. *

Before any one could get out of the
earriages the Inspectors of police pre-
sented themselves at the doors and ex-
amined the passengers.

Michael Strogoff showed bhis podo-
rojoa made out in the name of Nicholas
Korpanoff, He had consequently no
difficuity.

As to the other travelers in the com-
partment, all bound for Nijul Novgo-
rod, their appearance, happily for them,
was In nowise suspicious.

The young ghtl in her turn exhibited
not a passport, since passports are no
longer required in Russia, but a permit
indorsed with & private seal and which
seemed to be of & special character.
The Inspector read the permit wic at-
tention. Then, having attentively ex-
amined the m whose description it
contained, he sald

"tnmtnqll.f' :

“Yes," replied the young girl. _,;
"!nmulﬂbw /
*Yes.” &1 '
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Its guarattoo is thirty sears’
Motk ws. Castoria destroys Wormlys Feverishe
ness,  Castoria cures Diarrhown andie..

relieves  Teetiing 7 roublss, pation and
Flatnlency. Castirin assimiintes |, regulates
the Stomach and Bowels of Infantddren, giving
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HE Souites comparison
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Special Low Prices

Ebony (joods
Mirrors, Etc. ;

umes in boxes
and bulk, Combs,

Bmshcs,éponges,
etc.
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NOTIQE

We eiteun it a great pleasurd to
wish the citizens of Chatham, also the
residents of Kent, a happy and pros-
perous New Year. We shall do ?nr
part in making you happy by p.lnmng
upon your table dinner or tea sets,

l ¢hina or glassware, at prices that will
hnlke it = pleasure for you to buy

nnhxz- ‘vised at the
young £l bent ber head I oken o€

m
A kwmhuum
lag Injuries aud desths

can d@h abide by your
judgr) Put it to the
test. § best in the

worldblace in Stove- {
cdom~§’s “at the top”
onitsk Itis hand
somelfinted and most
modern in the minutest detail of construction. Tijrated Oven
is a special feature. Sold everywhere. One lasts §ime. ‘

@ED. STEPHENS, QUISN & DOUGY Agents

CEHATHAM.
ade by THE GURNEY-TILDEN CO., Limited,

STOVE, RANGE AND RADIATOR IANU RERS
Wholesale Branches—Toronto, Montireai, Wikg.

Canada

"IN FASHIONABLE TA ORlNﬁ

We have made a hit this §somn.
have an exceptionally lard display Of
the new and Fashionable fatterns for

Winter Suits and Overcdats

Great care has been taken inilhe *salbotion) of M
goods, and by careful -buying h bec‘
secure them at a figure. that its us ‘ive Y°“
better value for the money th:§ ever before

ALBERT SHELDRI K, [
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Merohant Tallor and DI

Year gifts you should call and see us.
lot of china, opal and
New

¢
fi
. Llhem. It you are looking for New

We have a
glasswalfe, just the thing for
Year gifts. :
A great reduction in the prices of
the above goods will be made until the
20d of January.
Grocery specials for the day.
Pickies, 9¢ par bottle. ®

M

| © 2 1bs. Broken Leaf Japan Tea, 25c %

1 Ib. fresh ground coffee, i5ec.

A lot of old soap, 50 bars, at Jc.
Coal Oil, 15c. per gallon.
Oranges, sweet, 25c a dozen.

4 lbs. prumes, 25c.
Corn starch, 8¢ per package.

Clothes pias, lo per doz.
All ofders promptly attended to.

J. McConnel,
PARK STREET.
Telephone 190.

i

‘ DIARIES FOR 1902
ALMANACS FOR 1902

Blank Books
OFFICE SUPPLIES
ALL THE AUTHORIZED

School Books
§ School
Stationery

f Xmas Presents :
Nothing Bette a f BOOKS fo
Than & + « : wi‘:ulr :’f:nmd?ug
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Talking |§
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