CHAPTER |

STATEMENT OF THE ECONOMIC CASE FOR WAR

e can the Anglo-German rivalry of armaments end ?—Why

peace advocacy fails—Why it deserves to fail—The attitude

of the peace advocate—The presumption that the prosperity
f nations depends upon their political power, and consequent

tion against aggression of other nations
who would diminish our power to their advantage—These
the universal axioms of international politics.

[T is generally admitted that the present rivalry in
armaments in Europe—notably such as that now in
progress between Great Britain and Germany—cannot
go on in its present form indefinitely. The net result
of each side meeting the efforts of the other with similar
efforts is that at the end of a given period the relative
position of both is what it was originally, and the
enormous sacrifices of both have gone for nothing. If
as between Great Britain and Germany it is claimed that
Great Britain is in a position to maintain the lead
because she has the money, Germany can retort that
he is in a position to maintain the lead because she has
the population, which must, in the case of a highly
rganized European nation, in the end mean money.
Meanwhile, neither side can yield to the other, as the
ne so doing would, it is felt, be placed at the mercy
of the other, a situation which neither will accept.
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