
The New German Empire
ments. So th^ acquiesce perforce in the control of B^lin,

a control over the lives of some 150 million people—on*-

tenth of the population of the world—exercised, directly

or indirectly, by the same methods—^the combination of

prestige and terrorism—by which the old Empires of the

East reuined their temporary dominion over some of the

same unhappy lands ; at the best, organisation, discipline,

efficiency, science, material well-being ; at the worst, forced

labour, deportation, slavery, massacre.

Such an Empire is not a commonwealth or community

of citizens. It is not even an autocracy of the familiar

type. It is something different and more sinister : a

military and economic unit, a barracks and a plantation,

•B area ia which the normal concerns and functions of

government mtd social life are subordinated to the demands

and requirements of an economic and military General

Staff. In peace its inhabitants are no more than a " labour-

force " ; in war they are simply " man-power." If it

survives the present war and is allowed to be consolidated

in the future peace, it wll rivet tyranny for yet another

generation upon the peoples of Central Europe and Nearer

Asia, and make ready, slowly perhaps but inevitably, as

its resources develop and a new crop of soldiers grows to

manhood, for yet another trial of strength between

militarism and the forces of liberty and justice.
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