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de8cril<«d by these characteristics, all his fellows will recog-

nise something belonging to themselves, and each will have

a misgiving that the portrait is his own.
" The Author's object in calling public attention to the

system would be very imperfectly fulfilled, if he did not state

now, in his own persoit, emphatically and earnestly, that

Mr. Squeers and his school are faint and feeble pictures of an

existing reality, purposely subdued and kept down lest they

should be deemed impossible. That there are, upon record,

triab at law in which d.^ nages have been sought as a poor

recompense for lasting agonies and disfigurements inflicted

upon children by the treatment of the master in these places,

involving such offensive and foul details of neglect. i;Ity,

and disease, as no writer of fiction would have the '
i^ ness

to imagine. And that, since he has been engaged upu.i these

Advent .: es, he has received, from private quarters far beyond

the reacii of suspicion or distrust, accounts of atrocities, in the

perpetration of which upon neglected or repudiated children,

these schoob have been the main instruments, very far

exceeding any that appear in these pages."

This comprises all I need say on the subject ; except that

if I had seen occasion, I had resolved to reprint a few of

these details of l^al proceedings, from certain old news-

papers.

One other quotation from the «:- ^ :? Treface, may serve to

introduce a fact that my readers m think curious.

" To turn to a more pleasant subject, it may be right to say,

that there are two characto-- ~ in this book which are drawn

from life. It is .-eriarkablt that what we call the world,

which is so very credulous in what professes to be true, is

most incredulous in what professes to be imaginary ; and that,

while, every day in real life, it will allow in one man no

blemishes, and in another no virtues, it will seldom admit a

very strongly marked character, either good or bad, in a fic-

titious narrative, to be within the limits of probability. But

those who take an interest in this tale, will be glad to learn


