
ÀLBERNI DISTRICT
Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada

The District uf Alhmil consists of tIk* urea «Irnlm «I hy the rivers ami 
siren ms running Into the Alhcrni < 'mini : along Its noiili-ensteni Isaimlnry It 
Is only some ten miles from the Hast Const of the Island. The Ks«|iiiimiIt 
& Nanaimo Hallway, now controlled and operated hy the C. I'. It.. Is building 
a line to the head of the Alherni Canal, and this line Is expected to he com­
pleted hy the end of 1JH0.

The town of Alburn I is divided Into two settlements— Alherni. on the 
Somass Hiver, where the lirst townslte in the district was lahl out In the 
year ISSU. and Port Alherni. two miles distant, tin* terminus of the railway 
on the deep-water harbour. The population of the district is about Too. hut 
Is growing rapidly.

Alherni possesses a splendid harbour, an Ideal townslte. magnificent 
timber, fertile farm-lands, large ( though imdevelopi-d i stores of coal. Iron, 
copper, gold, building-stone, limestone, marble, brick-clay and fire-clay ; great 
water-powers, abundance of Hah in the adjacent parts of the sea. unrivalled 
scenic attractions, a plentiful supply of game, and a mild and eipiahle climate 
which permits «if outdoor work being carried on the whole year round.

THE ALBERNI OF THE NEAR FUTURE.

The advantages of tin* forthcoming railway connection an» enormous, 
ami Alherni will probably show during the next few years as great. If not 
a greater, proportional developnumt than any other district on the Islaml. 
Tin* lumber Industry, which the railway will call Into existence, should alone 
make a fair-sized town, and farming will be greatly benellted by the new 
line. Alherni will become available as a port «if call for Pacific mail 
steamers. These v«*ssels are often «lela.xail by fog ami tide between < 'ape 
Beah» ami Vancouver, ami hy the Alherni route a saving of from «-Iglit to 
twenty hours can lie elïected for n til and passengers. This saving in time 
can lie proved h«iyond cavil, but space forbids detall«,«l proof. The proximity 
of Alherni hi tin* «ipeti s«*ji. the absence of rocks ami shoals, and tin* «•«im­
partit I v«* fre«‘dom from fog In tin* Alherni Canal (which Is entirely free from 
tide-races, owing to Its great depth) give Allau'iti a great advantage over 
some other railway |»rts of tin* Pacific North-West, and slmuId Insure lower 
rates for marine insurance and pilotage—a feature of great Importance.

Ere long the export grain from Alberta will la* shipped via Pacific ports, 
as tin* saving in transportation charges Is so great by that route. Flour, too. 
will bt> milled at tin* seaports as is now done, for Instance, at Tacoma. 
Albernl, with her unique advantages, will claim a large share of this 
business.

The development of the coal which Is known to «-xlst in the valley would 
nisei make Alherni a great coal port. Tin* town sliouhl also lie tin- distribut­
ing ] Mi lut for the rich, though undeveloped. West Coast of the Islaml.


