. 287640
H3S 20-25"Fi1 170
{Oprs 181~-T7, Revised)

ol @GR T

; Ottawa, 24 Arr 44.
APFRUCTETCH CF C'LADIAN J/RTICIY TICH
IN Tl IACIFIC TIUATRE CF JAR

INTRODUCTION

ie Canadian participation in the Pacific Theatre
of war will nceessarily be small 1n relation to the
whele, or to the effort put forward by the Unlted States
or.Great Britaln. Concequently the Canadlan effort

will vndoudiediy sonform to the general strategical
nicture in whichever way Canadian Forces may be con-
sidered to be mocst effective.

& It 1s proposed, therefore, to consider
various ways in whi¢h Canadian Forces could be used

to advantage under conditions that misht be encauntered
after the collapsc of Germany.

CCRSILLRATIL S Ui T . RTICIPATIUIN

S “hen Germany 1s defcated, the welrht of

the United Nations' war machine will be turned agulnst
Japari. The Canadian armed forces are n.t now actually
committed against Japan, so t'mt 1t wlll be necessary
t0 come to a dacislon as to the nature and extent of
the Canadian troops that will be sent to the Far ast.

4. In consldering Caadian marticipetion in this
far eastem war, several factors have a dlrect bearings

on the question: milltary, rolitical and noral, and
conmercial, These factors are not entlirely Separate

orne fron the other, but to a great extent they are inter-
related, but it 1s rropoced to exwiine briefly the nproblem
under each headln:s.

° Military: AU the presenty tire Japan 18 estimated
to have in beine some 768 fieid divisions amd 16 depot
divisions. O©f this number, 22 are reported to be in
Japan (13 depct divs), 14 in MANCHURIA®™'?> 12 Tank
Reriments and 13 Border Garrisons, 10 in North China
wit1 10 mixed brigades, 14 Central China, 1 in South
China.k 8 in Burma and 12 in the Southwest Paciflc
(1ncluding Suratra and the Mandates). It will be ob-
served that a pood proportion of this force is con-
centreted in MANCHURIA, und whatever action Russia
takes after the German wor it is unlikely that Japan
ean risk reducing the forces facings Russia in this
area. It 415 unlikely therefore that the Unlted Nations
will be short of ran=poser to deal with Japan.

6, However, the nature of the pround on which the
fiFhtine will develop and the poor cormunications on land
will meke dicficult the deployrent of any very large over-
a1l prevonderasnce of sround forces. The iroblem to be
faced therefors will be how best to bringe the right type
of troops to the right places in sufficient strenfth to
quieckly overcome Jepanese resistince.
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