
The Best Deal in 
Student Travel
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VIA Rail™ has always been the best deal in student travel — with comfort, convenience, 

and service PLUS 40% off any economy seat, anywhere, any time when you showm
your ISIC. It’s no wonder thousands of Canadian students are taking the train.

Well, that deal...■ .

iI
f!*

mi

IMLl
AVAN TAG ESpgkjy

'St

it’s called the VIA 6 Pak.™ You will SAVE 50% when

you buy 6 trips (3 round-trips) between the same 2 places

(say, home and school) and show your ISIC. PLUS, for a
www.viarail.ca ;

limited time, with your VIA 6 Pak, you will get a FREE 15
Here are Some Sample Fares

Student 
Fare

(one way) (one trip)

VIA Total 6 Pak 
6 Pak Savings

(on six trips)

FROM
HALIFAX SIminute long distance offer along with 6 other great deals

TO O$ 103.70 $ 86.61
109.14 90.95
131.61 110.21
114.49 
154.08 
143.38

Montreal
Ottawa
Toronto
Kingston
Windsor
London

$ 102.54 
109.14 
128.40 
109.14 
154.08 
141.24

on food, clothing, music, and more ... including awesome

3
savings on the popular CANRAILPASS. For complete CP96.30

128.40
119.84 details contact your nearest travel agent or available at

f ? TRAVEL CUTS
VOYAGES CAMPUS

The Student Travel experts
Student Union Building 
494-2054

The above prices include taxes, a discount of 40% off the regular VIA economy fare for 
the “Student Fare", and 50% off for the "6 F'ak" based on a 6 trip purchase. A valid ISIC is 
required. Fares are subject to change without notice and certain restrictions may apply. VIA Rail at 429-8421.

3
ISIC stands for the International Student Identity 
Card and is issued at select VIA Rail stations and 
student travel agencies.
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Certain restrictions may apply.

www.travelcuts.com
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Student organization wants free tuition
BY DAVID COCHRANE

OTTAWA (CUP) — A document 
released by the Canadian 
Federation of Students is calling for 
the establishment of a federal 
ministry of post-secondary 
education and the elimination of 
tuition fees at universities and 
colleges.

The federal Strategy for Change 
document, released Tuesday, 
proposes an alternative model for 
the country’s higher education 
system
funded and allows for easier 
transfer of credits between post- 
secondary institutions. The report 
goes on to recommend the creation 
of a national advisory council on 
higher education and the adoption 
of what the Canadian Federation of 
Students (CFS) calls Pan-Canadian 
principles 
accessibility and flexibility for 
students.

CFS also called for the repeal of 
the Canada Health and Social 
Transfer.

In 1995 the federal government 
rolled transfer payments to 
provinces for education, health and 
social assistance into one fund — 
cutting funding to these transfers by 
more than $6.3-billion since 1993-

organization's educational blueprint 
is a costly one. But the price of an 
inaccessible education system, he 
says, is much higher.

“II you look into the eyes of 
somebody in grade 10 or grade 11 
and you ask them why they arc not 
going to school and they will tell 
you it’s because they and their 
family do not make enough 
money...how much does that 
cost?” Lavigne asked.

Calling Canada the student-debt 
capital ol the world, he criticized 
the federal government for not 
taking an active leadership role in 
dealing with the problem.

Pierre Pettigrew, Minister of 
Human Resources Development, 
disagrees. He says the federal 
government is working to keep 
student debt levels low and help 
students access the post-secondary 
funding of the Canada Student 
Loans Program.

But student debt has been 
increasing substantially since the 
Federal Liberals came to power in 
1993. Last year, students graduated 
with an average debt of $17,000, 
and that number is expected to rise 
to $25,000 next year, according to 
the federation document.

Pettigrew says he doesn't 
support the creation of a federal 
ministry of post-secondary 
education, as the matter is clearly 
under provincial jurisdiction.

And the Council of Ministers of 
Education Canada says the 
provinces, notably Quebec, 
probably won’t support that aspect

of the federation’s plan either.
But Paul Cappon, the council’s 

director general, agrees that 
governments should provide a 
stronger leadership role in post
secondary education.

“I think there should be a 
national strategy for post-secondary 
education,” he said. “In the absence 
of a federal ministry of education it 
should be done through the 
[council].”

The harshest criticism of the 
Strategy for Change came from the 
CFS’ chief political rival, the 
Canadian Alliance of Student

Associations (CASA). The CFS 
suggests increasing taxes on 
corporations and wealthy 
individuals to pay for the revamped 
education system. Hoops Harrison, 
CASA’s executive director, called 
the plan “irrational”.

Dalhousie is a .member of 
CASA.

The Strategy for Change 
contains what has essentially been 
the core of the federation’s 
principles since its creation in the 
early 1980s. In the short-term 
Lavigne says the CFS’ goal is stable 
educational funding and the

creation of a national system of 
grants.

Lavigne says the federation is 
asking the federal government to 
honour a commitment the Liberal 
government made more than two 
decades ago..In 1976 the Liberals 
signed an international accord 
promising to reduce financial 
barriers to education and eventually 
eliminate tuition fees altogether:

“Twenty-one years later, 
students and other Canadians arc 
asking the federal government, ‘At 
what point are wc going to sec a 
movement in the direction that was 
made in 1976?’”

one that is publicly

Baptist college credits non-transferable
That request was turned down, 

however, because MUN requires 
that an institution he a member of 
the Association of Universities and 
Colleges of Canada (AUCC), in 
order to be recognized for transfer 
credits. The AUCC is a national 
body representing 88 universities 
and colleges, and ABU is not a 
member.

ABU then asked that MUN make 
an exception on the basis that it is 
individually recognized by other 
Atlantic universities who are 
AUCC members.

Glenn Collins, MUN’s registrar, 
said" the Senate considered the 
matter in light of a debate it had on 
Bible colleges in 1994.

“The Senate debated the general 
question. "Should wc recognize 
Bible colleges for transfer credits?’

And the decision that Senate took 
was no, we should not.” Collins 
said. “It was based on a couple of 
reasons, largely because most of 
these colleges require a statement 
of faith from their professors, 
[and] most of them don’t conduct 
research.”

Collins said there was an 
impression among many Senators 
that a statement of faith can, coupled 
with a lack of research responsibilities, 
negatively impact the quality of 
courses taught at an institution.

Seth Crowell. ABU’s registrar, 
disagrees. He says ABU is not a Bible 
college.

Although his university’s mission 
statement promises to provide a 
“Christ-centred” learning

continued on page 7...

BY MICHAEL CONNORS

ST. JOHN’S (CUP) — The 
governing body on academic 
matters of the Memorial 
University of Newfoundland has 
voted not to accept transfer credits 
from a Baptist university in New 
Brunswick. This re-opens a three- 
year debate revolving around the 
question of academic freedom at 
Bible colleges.

The Moncton-based Atlantic 
Baptist University (ABU) had 
requested that the Memorial 
University of Newfoundland 
(MUN) recognize its courses for 
transfer credits following a case 
two years ago when one of its 
graduates could not have her 
degree recognized because of a 
university policy.

of educational

94.
But government and education 

officials are criticizing the Strategy 
for Change, saying the elimination 
of tuition fees would cost hundreds 
of millions of dollars.

Brad Lavigne, CFS’ national 
chairperson, admits his

just got better!I
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Study hard, party sm
art, take the train.


