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Damn Illogical Nonsense
~ We can pride ourselves in pos-
sessing the best-behaved string of
hoodlums, racketeers, madmen and
sundry perverts in the whole wide
world. Not that our murderers are
gentlemen in the antiguated Bri-
tish definition of the word, for the
gentility implied in that term is
repugnant to our cherished ideals
in masculinity, muscularity and
moronity.

No, Our gangsters are tough
guys, oozing virility. They indulge
in sonorus fisticuffs, in photogenic
brawls, in spectacular double-
crossings; they bump each other
off with joyous celerity; they kill,
kidnap and rob with the streamline
ease of a Wall Street public con-
sultant; in other words, our bad-
men revel in every type of misdeed
the questionable imagination of the
seriptwriters can possibly con-
ceive, but they never swear. They
never say DAMN. They never say

ELL. They never say HECK.
They never even spit. They are
cellophane gangsters, but yet they
are tough in their own movie-sort
of a way. .

Sentimental Poppycock

It is almost amusing to notice
this basic contradiction which
characterizes almost all of our
movies, television shows and radio
programs. Fortunes are lavished to
achieve “a realistic background”,
exports on toothpicks in Eturia
and on prehistoric salads are hired
to insure a “true to life” atmos-
phere; no efforts are spared to de-
pict life “as it is”. In the synthetic
world of studios, no one ever
swears, no one ever uses profanity,
no one ever departs from a Sunday
School eonception of good and bad
men. That sort of thing just isn't
done. Vice and crime must remain
clean.

You may insinuate every type of
pornographiec suggestion in your
film to the extent that the world
seems to have become a gigantie
bodello; you may debase love into a
sentimental copybook; you may
make sex and money appear the
standards regulating men-and wo-
men, but ever mention the word
“divorce” in any of your dialogues
or your movies will be banned. So
damned immoral you know.

Toronto’s Don Quixote

It is indeed distressing to see the
attitude of our soeciety towards
morality as exemplified in its judg-
ment of works of art, or rather,
works of entertainment. Let an
actor utter the word “damn” and
up springs the matronly phalanxes
of self-appointed censors to decry

“~ this impudent threat of democracy,
decency, and the “American way of
life”.

If during a telecast of a striker’s
meeting one of the union members
is allowed to use profanity without
being cut off the air an avalanche
of publie indignation buries the
hapless CBC and Toronto’s muniei-
pal Don Quixote brandishes mena-
cingly “an official protest”. Movie
houses are picketed, theatre opera-
tors are blackmailed, producers are
threatened if they are bold enough
to disregard the rampant puritan
hypoerisy. Which does not conceal
the fact that hardly anvbody arises
in protest against book publishers
who compete with one another in
. vulgarity, obscenity and immor-
ality.

Literary Trash

Literary trash, brash exploita-
tion of the basest instincts, are all
tolerated or at least ignored. Our
morality segms to compartemen-
talized a n d self-complacement.
Millions of couples marry, divorece
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and re-marry. But can you recall
a single movie in which this so
esentially American institution is
even mentioned? Or why can sub-
Jeets be treated in a play which are
anathema to the cineomatographic
public? We smile indulgently at
the escapades of Tallulah Bank-
head, of a Zsa Zsa and Eva, but we
haunted out of America one of the
‘world’s greatest artists, Ingrid
Bergman, because she dared marry
the man she loved (to whom, inci-
dentally, she is still married). We
boast of our religiousness and all
of our demoecratic tents, while al-
lowing the one to be debased into
a mediocre, commercialized, water-
ed-down exercise, and the other to
clothe the most blantant abuses
and falsehoods.
Lunatic Fringe

But why have Hollywood and
television and radio, permitted
themselves to be intimidated by the
shrieking outburst of a hypocritic
public opinion? Not so much be-
cause they lack guts or independ-
ent thinking, as because their fore-
most pursuit is not equality, but
financial success.

Art has become a product which
must be sold and any salesman is
aware of the simple fact that you
do not sell soap or candy bars by
first antagonizing the prospective
customer, specially when the cus-
tomer is liable to be scared away
by the yelps of a lunatic fringe.

For our new know-nothing puri-
tans are a group before which even
the most powerful giants cringe.
Indeed you can go on record as
being against “morality and de-
cency and the American way of
life”? No, not if you are in busi-
ness. And the movies are a busi-
ness. ]

But isn’t there some kind of con-
fusion in these last few state-
ments ? Everything said up to now
in far from complete article is all
so true: gangsters are tough but
vet do not swear; vou can't utter
the word “divoree” in any movie,
TV show or radio program; this
would antagonize the decent mind-
ed public; but yet, have you ever
noticed the advertisment for these
movies, TV shows or radio pro-
grams? And aren’t these adver-
tisements presented to this clean-
minded publie ?

Well, you think about it. 1
due for a good headache.
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Lawyers—

(Continued from page One)

legislation. On behalf of the
Maritime Rights Party, who sided
with the government on this is-
sue, Len Martin complained that
his party had not been considered
as to having any representation
on the board which would select
the senators. This bill was also
defeated.

The Liberal whip, Ben Doliszny,
was successful in his efforts to
keep members of his party around
until the final vote of the night on
the Government Bill outlining
policy concerning Formosa. The
Liberals defeated the Conservatives
and Maritime Rights by a vote of
35 to 3@ on this bill. Parliament
closed with a fitting tribute to Mr.
Leonard Fraser, who acted as
speaker. His sense of humour
and his thorough Lknowledge of
procedure are only two of the
many reasons why he has been
elected Speaker of the House for

eighteen consecutive years.
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CAN DAL WIN AT SPORTS?
Over the decades Dalhousie has maintained a consistent-
ly high academic standard which certainly has not been
matched in the field of intercollegiate sports—partly due to

lack of initiative by the student body and partly due‘to thel|

unfavourable circumstances under which extra-curricular
activities are generally carried on at this university. Even
the least thought will convince the reader that a solution to
one of these problems is valueless without a simultaneous

solution of the other.
* ; *

=
Are Sports Essential?
.. While we do not think that uni-
versity sports are the be-all and
end-all of university life, they are
an essential phase of the develop-
ment of a well-rounded university
graduate capable and desirous of
athletic participation., It is note-
worthy that in the selection of
Rhodes scholars, stress is laid not
only on scholastic achievement but
also on physical vigour as evi-
dneed by participation in sports.
Recently, physical education l'ul“
first-year students became volun-
tary whereas in the past it has
been compulsory.., We think that |
this decision warrants reconsidera-
tion although it is dubious whether

re-establishment of this physical
fitness program in its previous |
form would be of much avail in|

view of the fact that university
authorities in past years did not
appear to be overly concerned about
student participation in athletics.

No one more deserving of praise
that our long-suffering physical
education instruetors, although we
hesitate to say long-suffering inas-
much as the duration of their so-
journ on the campus is usually so |
brief that the appropriateness of
the term is questionable.. There is
litile doubt that teaching physical
education at Dalhousie must be a
highly frustrating occupation and
in view of their efforts on behalf
of the alma mater they should not
be overlooked in the handing out
of wards on Munro Day.

* * *
Interfac vs Varsity

One of the few encouraging as-
peets of athleties.at Dalhousie is
the interest currently being shown
by students at both campuses in
interfac competitions. With an
excess of 200 students taking part
in interfac sports, Dal students
certainly cannot be accused of lack
of interest in sports as such but
there certainly seems to be an ap-
palling lack of enthusiasm shown
toward varsity sports.

There are thiee major varsity

sports at Dalhousie, and the inter- |

est shown by many of those able to
make the varsity squads toward|

doing so is considerably less than

\in the average university, particu-

larly these of the Maritimes. What
is the reason for this attitude?
* * ®

Are Winning Teams The Answer

It may be that the explanation
of this regrettable situation lies in
the fact that there is probably not
a single student on the campus
today who can recal Ithe last time
Dal won an intercollegiate title in
either hockey or basketball, and no
one will deny that Dal’s victory on
the football field even stymied the
statisticians. Certainly those who
do furn out for these sports are
to be commended for their per-
| formance and the calibre of this
year’s squads appears to bhe super-

[ior to those of their reeent pre-

decessors.
An indication of the overall de-

| cline of sports has been the unfor-

tunate deletion from this univer-
sily’s agenda of track and Eng-
lish rugby. It must be admitted
that in the former case the meet
is held at an inconvenient time of
the year, while in the latter case
lack of money and public increase
in popularity of football have con-
tributed to its rapid disappearance
as a major university sport. We
feel that it would be to the advan-
|tage of intercollegiate track and
“" the credit of Dalhousie to pro-
pose that the Maritime Intercolle-
giate Athletic Union reschedule its
| intercollegiate track meet for early
fall instead of late spring, as has
been the custom and still is the
custom in many parts of the

country.

* L] *®

Varsity Varieties

Here are a few interesting facts
pertaining to sports at Dalhousie
| which we hope will provide food
;foz" thought. TFootball, along with
being the only successful sport in
intercollegiate competition, is also
Ithe only profit-making athletic
| venture on the roster. .The Law
faculty is the only faculty which
consistently turns out to render
moral or vocal support to its
fledglings.

Notwithstanding the faet that
Dalhousie has more students than

The Day Begins Divinely |
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an exciting bouquet of new colours
. .. Apricot, Helio, Charcoal, Olive
Green, Chamois, Chartreuse, as well
as twelve other fashion colours.
Full-fashioned, hand-finished,
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and so

Abed of late in the morning the
weather being most uncommon
cold. I do venture forth but rare-
ly and then only well fortified both
internally and externally with sack
and a wool stuff suoit respectively.
Being completely fortified from
having spent the latter forenoon
in my wine cellars I didst go forth
after a light dinner (mostly liquid)
to the great Frozen Palace to see
the winter edition of the Tabbies
who were to do battle on the
frozen plain with the ex-men. The
warriors, some clad in blue, some
in black, didst sally forth with
blades and cudgels, both sides in-
tent on routing the opposition.
Didgst 'mind me of such frays once
seen in London among the prentice
boys. The contest did begin with
the shrill sounding of a horn by a
long gentleman who didst seem to
have a great control over the com-
batants for he could and didst stop
all gyrations at will. At the end
of the great fray there was great
glee from a strange creature auda-
cious enough to eclaim affiliation
with this unruly band. Though
one cannot appreciate nor com-
mend such lunacy one must admire
the bravery dnd patroitism of this
lass, who in the face of sueh ad-
versity didst remain firm in her
convictions rash though they may

the average Maritime University,
there are probably mnot as many
students eligible to play varsity
sports at Dalhousie than at some
of the other institutions due to the
large number of degree-bearing
students on the Studley and For-
rest campuses. Dalhousie lacks the
definite advantage of being a resi-
dential university, a characteristic
which has provided other universi-
ties with much of their ineentive
to turn out championship teams.
* * *

Why Not Sport Scholarships

As a partial solution to the
problem of making Dalhousie
prominent in the field of athletics,
we suggest that a certain number
of scholarships be offered each
Year to competent students having
exceptional athletic ability on
somewhat the samé basis as the |
academic scholarships at present |
offered by the university; that is,
students holding these scholarships
would be expected to maintain an
average acceptable to the uni-
versity.

ARTS AND SCIENCE

Nominations
for Council

February 15 — Room 234
*

at Arts and
Administration Building

Noon

be. Didst thus leave wondering at
this weneh and didst go then to the
Dry Felts for there was to be a
great party therein to which all
were welcome. I didst open the
portal and pear within fearing
greatly that my identity might
perchance be discovered for I had
heard many of this band didst seek
for my (to descend to the local
vernaculary scalp. Upon making
my way through the most unruly
throng and gaining the cellar I
came upon a scene of revelling the
like of which had not passed be-
| fore my eyes these nine yvears at
Dullhousie. Upon satisfying my
desires for refreshment I didst as-
cend from this pit which I hear
hath been of late remade (I do
think the designer to be from the
school of interior design grounded
by the creator of the Black Hole
of Calcutta.) Again on the main
floor the first prospect which did
assail my eye was the aforemen-
[tioned brave lass who was ob-
|served at the battle. Still won-
dered as to her identity 1 found
{that she and another just as brave
|didst arrive from that didstant
land of late and had established a
|school of animal husbandry on
|Carleton Campus. I do bear they
|rear mice, rats and rabbits with
| which they plan to infest the cam-
(pus. Didst drive these thoughts
| from my mind and paid the re-
|quired attention to my half-pint
of mulled sack which proved to be
|one of the most delectable brews
it has been my pleasure to sample
|in some time. All the underground

|organizations well ~represented
!thm'e being present . . . Pigma

|Stys, Sly Chaps and even some
|from a minor lot on Souse St. who
do have above their front portal
|this sign “Gate of Sighs”. This is
la most fitting appellation for of-
|ten in my wanderings I have heard
the inmates crying aloud and sigh-
ling most pitifully that Cutit’s
|Crows will have none of them.
Forsooth they know not how for-
tunate they be, for verily there is
no greater curse could wvisit any-

| one than to associate with or even

to be seen in the presence of one
of these wenches. Home in good
spirits and after dining to my
chambers.
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