Pandas
class of
Panda
Classic

by Kristan McLeod

The Panda Volleyball Club had
very little trouble beating the Ed-
monton Redwings in the women’s
final of the Golden Bear and Panda
Classic, held this weekend at the
Varsity Gym. After losing the first
game 16-14 to the older, more
experienced team, the Pandas came
back to win the next three games,
15-6, 15-4 and 15-12. Coach Suzi
Smllhambuxesthevnaorypnmanly
to the intense conditioning and
mental preparation of the Pandas.

“Every day | expect 100 per cent
from them, so that when we get to
adaylike loday,(hey can go the full
distance.”

The Pandas are setting their sights
for a third place finish in Canada
West, an improvement over last
year’s fifth place standing. With the
return of top player Shelley Brew-
ster to the greatly improved starting
line-up, this goal should prove to
be attainable. Brewster has been
out of the line-up for the past two
months with tendonitis in her
shoulder. The absence of her in-
# fluence has resulted in a generally

strong, defensive team, despite its

«youth.
The tournament’s female MVP is

Panda Terry Wlldeman a llrs( year

(-]

her newly d d control. “I
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Bear powerhitter beats a double block in volleyball

still have a long way to go,” says
Donadt, "but | feel more confident
in hitting now.”

The men’s half of the draw was

student origi from
wan. "Terry's been through some
tough times this year,” says Coach
Smith, "in terms of me forcing her
to change some things.” After
coming close to leaving the team,
# Wildeman says, "Team support
really helped me, as well as Suzi’s
support” in sticking with it and
emerging as a dominant force on

court.

The All-Star Panda, rookie Barb
Donadt, was also a valuable asset to
the team, praised by her coach for
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ly tougher than the
women’s. Instead of provmcral
junior teams, the men’s side was
filled out with top-flight senior
squads. Calgary’s Mount Royal
College took the finals from Ed-
monton Volleyball Club. Since the
national team relocated there, Cal-
gary has become the top city for
men’s v-ball in the nation. Calgary
Older and Wiser, in particular, has
several players with top level inter-
national experience.
The Golden Bears suffered a

A
ON

MFG,

Mon-Fri 10-6
Sat 11-5

ing loss in the quarter
lmals to Mount Royal College.

”I don’t think we played parti-
cularly well. They're a better team
than us right now, the're certainly
more experienced and they're a
very big team,” says Coach Baudin.
“Our mental preparation was ob-
viously lacking.”

The Bears went on to lose to
Calgary Older and Wiser in the
consolation final and finished
fourth in the tournament. They
sandwiched an impressive 3-0 (15-
4,15-11,16-14) win over U of Regina
between their losses to the Calgary
teams. Baudin was especially happy
with the third game, which saw the
team recover from a 14-9 deficit
after Baudin had done some line-
up juggling at the start of the game.

Suzi Smith pushing Pandas

by Randal Smathers

Ask ten different people what
Suzi Smith is like and you'll get
fifteen different answers.

"Suzi's a good coach, lots of
technique and discipline,” says Tracy
Mills, former and current teammate
of Smith’s (the national team and
Edmonton Redwings, respectively).
As a player, Mills described Smith
as "very good physically and very
tough.” Mills also looks for Smith to
turn around a poor tradition at the
U of A. "They had trouble getting a
women’s coach here to stay. They'd
bring in somebody new and then
let them go so they had a hard time
establishing a program. But Suzi,
she’ll work really hard.”

A couple things that Mills said
were carefully working around the
“other” side of Suzi Smith. She hasa
rep asthe toughest coach on campus
in any sport for either sex. Her
three hour pramces every other

the Pandas, Smith also coaches the
Alberta Juvenile Girls team 3-0 losers
to the Pandas on Friday, They were
more talkative about the benefits
of the tough training regimen, both
saying that they were the best-
prepared team in the tournament.

There are reasons for the heavy
grind. Smith is working to turn
around a dismal program. The last
time the Pandas finished better
than fifth in a six-team league was
the 1979-80 season. Last year, Smith’s
first, the Pandas finished fifth after

"l was called
Hitler (last year),”
— Suzi Smith

consecutive basement years. Cur-

rently her team is fourth, with a
reallsnc goal of third, and a "real

day (i train-
ing in “off days”) have grown in
legend to daily four hour workouts
with players dropping from exhaus-
tion every fifteen minutes. “I was

"She isn't six-
foot-four and she
couldn’t jump a
45-inch vertical”

called Hitler (last year),” said Smith.

There is no doubt that Smith
works her team hard, and that her
players have respect for, bordering
on fear of, their coach. Interviews
with Pandas are by coaches’ per-
mission, a rarity in the publicity-
starved atmosphere of University
Athletics, and talking with Smith’s
players about their coach is futile.
Barb Donadt and Shelley Brewster,
two of the top players this year,
were somewhere between non-
commital and extremely polite
when asked about beanng Smith’s
second team tt d. Besides

I of making the top two
teams and the playoffs.

Smith talks openly about prob-
lems on her team and in Athletics
asaresult of herimage. The MVPin
the Panda-Golden Bear Classic was
Panda Terry Wildeman. According
to Smith, Wildeman almost quit the
team two and a half weeks ago after
a dispute over demands placed on
her by her coach. Comparisons
were also made last year with other
coaches (somethmgs,ymth dislikes),
asto the workload in practices. The
result this weekend — first place,
albeit against a less-than-awesome
field — is a sign of vindication for
the coach. "Yes | am demanding,
yes | do train my players hard, and
yes | do sometimes put them
through things that they aren’t sure
are necessary. Butall | can tell you is
that my background, playing in the
CIAU myself and playing in the
Olympics and some of kinds
of things, | feel | know at least some
of the things that | need to do as a
coach to help us win.”

Donadtis a player who has visibly
improved under Smith’s eye. A first
year player, she has been given
extra playing time with a case of

“tendonitis in Brewster’s shoulder.
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ANTI-CUTBACKS TEAM
1988 Organization Meeting
January 20, 6:30 p.m.

Room 270 S.U.B.
Everyone Welcome

Managing Editor Needed

SUB.

Send application to:

Salary: $790.00/month.

The Managing Editor shall be responsible for:
1) Editing letters to The Gateway.

2) Assisting the Editor-in-Chief.

3) Active involvement in the origination of copy for The Gateway.

4) Assisting layout of the managing pages in each issue of The Gateway.

Term of office: January 25th, 1988 to April 13, 1988.

Application deadline is January 20th, 1988 at 12 noon. Election to be held Friday,
January 22nd, at 12 noon during The Gateway weekly staff meeting — Rm 282,

For more information regarding the hiring process and job duties contact Roddy
Campbell (Editor-in-Chief) at 432-5178.

Roddy Campbell, Editor-in-Chief
The Gateway,
University of Alberta
T6G 2G7

Rm. 282 SUB.
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