
Shroud of -secrecv.,ý-
by Greg .Harris

Thrçe staff members of the
Federation of Alberta Students
(FAS) set up,s* picet ie outside
the FAS office fast Tuesday in the
Students' Union Building at the
University of Alberta.

Two of the picketing staff
members were protesting dis-
mîissals chey received at a meeting
that day.

The third was marching in>
syznpathy -with them and
protesting against, being locked
out of the FAS office.

Steve Howard, southern
Alberta fieldworker, and Percy
Toop, reseàrcher,, claimed this
weekend that cher dismissals
were ufjust..

"k is our opinion that our
rights as outlined and protected b
the collective agreement (FA
constitution) have been violated
and in fact we were wrongflly
dismissed by the FAS executive,
said Howard.

!'And subsequent legal advice
bas substantiated our position,"
he said.

Lorraine Mitchell, president
of FAS, would not corqment on
why che two workers were fired.

"The position of the ex-
ecutive on that is that we can't
disclose that information." Hiring
apd firing is traditionally con-
f ïMential, she said last Wednesday.

She said workers have
legitimate channels for expres-
sion of unfair treatihnent.

The two fired workers also
withheld comtunent on the reasons
for their dismissals.

"At this. rime we do not wish
to state or co!mment on the real
reasons for our terminafion as
employees -of the Federatioti of
Alberta Studehits."

"We feel that any such
discussion at this time could have
a decisive impact on the federa-
tion, and we woul like to avoid
thîs at ail costs,, even though such
discussion would lend support to
.Our position," Toop said.>

According to Mitchell, the
FM$ executive met in closed
session on Tuesday and decidet4ro
acccpt a staff evaluation report.
. Evaluation rieports are issued
at the end of an employee's first
two months of employmeni in the
fédération, shç said.Thée report ýecommended to
terminate thç mploymenr of
Toop and HovIard but to inaintain
Ma'tt Shaugh ne sy, the. third

picetor, as -Ndrtherti Alberta
Îieldworkçr.

"We A. Aed this un
animouslyad then met to in!ýrm
these individtuals)af the decision,"
said MitchelL

"We arteinpted to kive 'dur
reasons, but j they left....they
weren't, being terribly com-
municative," she said.

Mike Walker, Staff Liasbn
Officer gaid, "they haven'r told us

w hy,they set Up the pickef .... we're
rot sure if there is anything to be
resolved."

"The (the fired workers)
have every opportunity ro comnç
and talk with us," said WaMkr.

Mitchell and Walker also
denied that a lockout took placet

We're flot going to take this garbage say FAS picketing employais

Matt Shaughtnesày had ng com-
men on the issue.,

Toop and' Howard hWave not

v et dcided on Ilbe action rhey w111l
be rakirg.

"Presentl' ' we are con-
sidering whatr:pPùons are opei% to
us, and perhap hy the er- efg#his
week we shout",* have a etoer idea
of what action 'ýwe will hé Pur-
suing," said Toop.

Walker and Mitchell
emphasized that the, federation is

coinnuing with -it's anti-cucbacks
work.

The 26th of Novemnber is
going ro be a big day on this
campus, and the staff controversy
is flot going to affect that.;

'I think FAS' tredibiity is
buîlt on its campai n. Notonly are
there strongpeopleon our exeuc-
tive, but there are strong peopLe
on campuses aIl across the
province anid we'regon to make
that camnpaigri wok" said
Walker.

Howardand Toop uio lnt*
their support for the upcotmg
FAS camagns .

comtnitted to the goals of the
student movement in ihis.counuy.
We urge students in this province
to support and acrively take part-
i borh the November 21 Aiberta

Federation Day of Action againsi

ighr inEresrrateand oAnrilCubaks Day o cino
Noveme 26 , said Howar

Budget misses. EPF but maiais equalization
OTTAWA (CUP) - Studerir
leaders are claiming a teftporary
victory in haltirig the federal
cutback drive for funding to social
services after Thursday night's
budget. But a chain of federal
proposaIs for transfer furding and
arnouriced reductions in areas of
fundirig to provinces have set the
stage for an uncertain future.-.

Some highlîghts from
Finance Minister Atlani
MacEacher's budget:

- Srartirg in April, 1982, the
federal goverriment wants money
paid to the provinces fc* post-
secondary education and" health
services (called Esrablished
Programs Financing) to hé
'lequalized on a per capita basis,"

with each province receaving the
sanie amourir of funding -per
residerir. The move means a
federal reducrion in that area of
$97 million in 1982-83 and total
"saving" ro ýhe goverriment of

$374 million over five years,
accordin8 to budget estimiees.

- T he program of comperi-
sating the provinces for tax
molney they lose under the federal
taxation system will hé ended next
April. Sine 1972, this "revenue
guarantee compensation" plan
has paid about -5.5 billion to the

provinces, and ini the coming five
years its axeing will amounit to
$5.3 billion saved by the federal
goverriment.

Ini total, the EPF adjustments
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and ending of tax compensation
payments will meari that $5.7
billion will hé chopped from the
existing transfer programs, in the
comning five years.

But MacEachens budget
outlines federal tax changes that
will, he says, ailow provincial
revenues to climb by $3.7 billion
in in the five year period - produc-
ing a "net impact" ot $ 1.9 billion
in reduced money available ro
provinces after the swirches.

The budget text says that
removal of the revenue comnpen-
sation plan would not reduce
overall funding to the social
services, "s'ince these transfers
weoe not designed to finance
health and education."

The budget included the
announcements that the goverri-
ment wants federal-provincial
arrangements for the financing of
post-secondary education and
"humar resources developmenr"
tohée renegoriated by March 1983,
effectively extending thé EPF
plan an extra year while hégin-
ring new talks with provinical
finance ministers.- If no EPF deal
can hé struck by the March '83
deadline warns'rhe governmenr
proposal, the federal governmenr

could -freeze future per cap itt..
EPF cash transfers for post
secondiry education ar thé 1982-
83 level."

Ini his speech to the House of
Comrnons, MacEachen stressed
that transfers to the provinces
over the next five years "are stl

projected to grow ar least as fast
as the rest of cour expenditurc.-
(Note: the analysis mneans Pat

growth' would still hap'i:en
although ir would hé significantly
less than under current transfer
programs."

"In prsutof osrainÇt,
MacEachen said, "I arn askingwn
more of the provinces than 1I-ha
imposed 'orithé governmenr of
Canada"

Richard Bellaire, researchér
for the, Cbaodànr As«siton of

University Teachers (CAUT) said
they think the budget was
somerhing of a victory, "mn that we
had seen scenarios of much bigger
cuts targeted for post-secondary
education this year."

Bellaire said Caur is riow
consernied dit the provinces are

University Night

able ro provide the rmsuroes for
education fundin . 'tleriy
thére's a big stik here. The
governmenr says that if no
satisfacrory agreement is oeached
by March, 1985, the governàmm
wil essentially freeze funi"g."

Students air issues
by Wes Oginsk *i

Tonight, studerirs ar the U of
A will meet with provincial
MLA's ro wine and dine and lobby
the Alberra politicians about
higher educarion issues.

It's University Night, the
second annua l byeetnig
where studnt Irepresenàtat1es
and other voluniteersinvite MLA's
across the river to thé universiy
campus.: Lasr year about -threeý'
dozen poliricians rurned ort',1
along with mary other universiry-
types, ro hear-studerit talk about
research problems at the U of A.

This year the focus will
change, according to SU VP
external Lisa Walter.

1"The focus on researchi (last
y.ear) was misplaoed," Walter says.

"We wanted wo broaden thé
focus this year by having one night
for MLA's (Tucsday> andi one
night (Monday) for. media andi
community mrembers,': says Anti
Cutbgks- Team Chairperson
Amanda LeRougetel.

However, low response froin
the communîry forced organizers

ro cancel Monday's planned
Nigbt; now the media, communi-
ty %and the MLA's will meet
tornaht.

~That may turn outt w h a
blessing because University Night
organizers expect a low turnout-
from the Legislaturc.

.-Last year 33 MfI's attended,
but only 20 are exp&rted tonight,

accodin- LeR£ougetel
LeoRdrngR.telsayg they had

problems confirming ap-
poirierits.

'Thére hasn'1t beeth that
much good commu to
hérween us. and Connieb)stérnùan
(provincial Conservative Party
Whip), she ,says.

LeRougerel says that dates
wereconfirmed through.:sternan.
Last week chey weré inforxned
that the original date contlicted
with ariother event. This wax.
scheduled after thé Universiry
Nighr event. AC17 quickly
reýcheduled, thé event for, thit
evening.

"Ir should be quitx.
successful: she savs.
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