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Wha Zionism - racist ploy? Two rebuutals
Othis...

if one lîkes ones facts
upside dlown and insîde out,
that "analysis- by the Arab
Information Centre - "The Old
Zionism-Raý(cism Ploy'.,
Gateway, Jan. 6 - must be
reckofled a pretty good effort.
Not Up ta the high standards set
by the late and unlamented Dr.
joseph Goebbels and his
cohortS at the Nazi ministry of
propaganda during the 1 930's.
But ail the essentials of the "big
lie" technique are there; and
wth a little more practice, the
Arab information Centre mîght
even surpass Dr. Goebbels,

As always. of course, rebut-
tai in lîmted space is dîffîcuit,
partly because the truths about
Zonsm and modern lsrael lie in
the hîstary of the last 75 years.
And its anly beca use few peo-
pie know tht.history or are now
wllng ta acquaint themselves
wth t., that such obscenities as
calilng the PLO terrorîsts
-freedam fighters' of labelling
Zonsm "racist" could surface
ai ail. Even the "Palestinian
entty- and "R ights of the
Palestînian People- are largely
figments of Arab imagination
which have lîtie cor-
respondence in reality. (The
Arabs themselves dîd not 'dis-
cover' the "Palestinian People"
untîl 1 967). However. a few
comments mîght help set the
record straight.

1. Whether Arabs (and
cthers) appreciate tl or not.
Zonsm IS an integral part of
Judaism - and, indeed, part of
the essence of Judaîsm, (See a)
the Bible, from Jashua and the
Book of Judges ta the Books of
the Prophets. and (b) Hebrew
prayer books and Jewîsh lturgy

which have remaîned unchang-
ed in substance for the last
2000 years). "If IforgetThee. oh
Jerusalem..." is as much at the
core of Jewish conscîousness
now asit has been sînce the f rst
destruction of Jerusalem by the
Babylonians in 586 B.C.

2. Yes. of course there are
anti-Zîonîst Jews - bath among
"assimilated' refarmists and
among some of the ultra-
orthodox. (They have reasons of
sorts: the ultra-orthadox. for
example. believe we must all
waît for the Messîah ta came
and ought not help ourselves in
the meantîme.) But they no
mare represent the maînstreamn
of Judaîsmthan. say the Cana-
dian Nazi and Communîst par-
ties represent the maînstreams
of Canadian socîety. There are.
i nc idental1ly, also many
thausands of Arabs who sup-
port the State of lsael. (The
grandfather of Kng Hussein of
Jordan. the late Kng Abdullah,
was in fact instrumental in
helpîng ta avy the foundations
for the State and was therefore

subsequently assassinated on
order of the Grand Mufti of
Jemusalem. And Kng Hussein
doesn't seem averse ta living in
peace and frîendship wîth lsrael
- if he could be independent of
the oil sheîkhs' money.)

3. As regards "rîghts ta
Palestine"; history. from the
conquest of Canaan by the
Hebmews some 3000 years ago
untîl now. records no "Palesti-
nian people" other than the
Jews. And if that canquest was
"1immoral". how much more so
was the later cconquest of
Brîtaîn by the Anglo-Saxons; the
take-over of Amerîca by Eu-
ropea ns. and the canquest (and
suppression) of non-Russians
by Russians in the terrîtories of
the present Soviet Union - nat ta
mention the USSR's im"jerialist
ventures in Hungary (1956),
Czechoslovakîa (1968) and
ýAngola (now). As for the Arabs'
attachment ta Palestine: that is
well illustrated by the condition
of the land before early Jewish
settlers began ta reclaîm it tram
the desert.

4ý As regards lsrael beîng a
"racist. theocratîc State": In al
1 9 Arab states. the off iciaI state
religion is Islam; and at least in
Saudi Arabia. Lybia and Kuwaît.
non-Moslems cannat be
citizens. let alone hold public
office. (In Kuwait. even Arabs
from ather lands - including
Palestînian "refugees" - cannot
be cîtîzens!) Are these countries
not fair mare racîst than lsrael.
where Arabs are members of the
lsraelî Parliament. where an
avowed Arab communiet and
foe of lsrael was recently
elected mayor of Bethlehem;
and where 'bnly membershîp in
the PLO disqualifies a persan
tram runnîng for public office?

5. As regards the Arabs'
desîre for a "democratic.
secular- state" in Palestine:
Perhaps Arabs could begîn ta
demonstrate their new-found
dedîcatian ta personal liberty,
democratic institutions and
secularism in the i19 states
whîch already canstîtute the
Arab world. In none of these
states do existing social in-

stitutions and political practices
inspire confidence,

Besîdes. lsraelis well
remember Arab devotion ta
peaceful coexistence among
neighbours. they well
remember the terrorist gangs
which the Grand Mufti of
Jerusalem organîzed and
fînanced in the 1 920's and
1 930s ta murder unarmed
Jewîsh vllagers.

Incidentally, the Grand
Mufti and members of hîs clan.
the Jerusalem Husseinîs. Spent
most of World War Il in Berlin
from wherethey recruîted Arabs
ta fight wîth the Germans in
North Af ica. That should say
somethîng about the nature of
anti-Semitism!

6. That there has been a
shift of powermin the UN is
obvious - if only through the
cdious actions recently taken by
that body. But what kînd of a
shift? Idi Amin of Uganda. and
hîs counterparts in Chad. Mali,
Sudan. etc. - many of whom
make a hobby of genacîde - are
friends" I am happy ta be

wîthout, even if they came ta me
wîthout my havîng ta buy their
support wîth petro-dollars (as
the Arabs dîd).

7. As for lsraeli raids into
Lebanon: allegations that the
lsraelîs dropped explosive toys.
etc. are. lîke the odious asser-
tion that they desecrated
relîgîous sites in Jerusalem. too
disgusting ta ment response.
Not even the PLO office in
Lebanon made dlaims respec-
tîng explosive tays and the lîke.
and the recent World Councîl of
Churches meeting in Nairobi

contînued on page 6

.and that..
The existence of lsrael as a

sovereign stage has of late.
become an issue. The Gateway
has, for the most part been
presenting the Arab vîewpaînt
n such articles. n the interest of
maintaînîng the -status quo" I
wouid lîke ta present the lsraelî
position at the tîme of its
creation. n order ta do this. 1
have selected an extract tram
Michael Elkns' book Forged in
Fury. whîch 1 hopewîll enlighten

'u,..at the end of 1946. the
fll/ revelations ai Nazi crimes
had final/y moved the warbd's
peoples ta demand justice for
the Jews, 0 î'hîs same evîdence
-pcrhaps coup/eH wîth the

awareness ai their own con-
tribut ory sîns ai ca/bous omis-
sion led the nations ta seek
some ]ust and campassianate
solution ta the prob/em
oresented by the ha/t a mil/ian
Jewsh survivarS rattîng în the
DP camps in Europe, Neither
the new justice. nor the new
compassion, par the new
awareness. împeb/ed the
nations ta open theiraown gares.
Happi/y. rhaugh. there was a
more comiortable a/ternative,
ofle that the Jews themsebves
demanded and themse/ves
made possible. Day airer day.

the Jews in the camps c/amored
t0 go ta Palestine. day by day.
Bricha smug g/eH them in,.,.
and the war-weary Britiîsh pea-
lie were growîng unwîlîng ta

sUppart by force a pa/îcy that
had been moral/y indefensîble
'ince the terms af the Palestine
Mandate înc/uded Britain's
Iedge ta sponsor "the es-

î'abbshmenî' in Palestine ai a
national home for the Jewîsh
people. 98

"Thus prcssed. physica//>
and mara/ly. an Aprî/ 2, 194 7,
Great Brîî'aîn submîtted the
prob/em ai Palestiîne ta the
United Nations. On November
29, 1947, the Gencral
Assembly voted ta partition the
mandat cd rerri tory inta a Jewish
and an Arab state. Many factors.
împelled the vote, but t'he
record ai the long debate allers
sufficîenî' evîdence that the
Assembly toak its decîsion. in
sîgnîfîcanî' part at /east. as an
act ai contrition.

"The British goverament
moved ta sabotage the decîsion
if had appased, and ifs malice
was direct cd agaînst the Jews.
Athough Arab irregu/ar forces
were a/ready attackîng Jewish
sett/ements and settîng am-
bushes a/an g the roads in the
territ ary a//att cd ta the Jewîsh
state. the Brtish forces dîsarm-
ed the Hagana unîts wherever
they found them and con-
fiscated the tîny stores ai
weapons the settfements main-

taîned far their detence, The
regular armies ai tîve Arab
nations... were mobi/îzed on
thc borders ai the Jewîsh
ferrîtory, awaîtîng an/y the
wthdrawal ai thc British bei are
/aunchîng the Invasion whîch
thc Arab League had pledgcd
would end wîth "fhe extermina-
tion ai the Jews,"9

-Nevrfheless, the British
rcfuscd ta alaw the Hagana ta
take up dci ensîve positions. and
as the British forces wîfhdrew ta
their shîps in Haifa part. they
turned aver ta the Arabs their
garrîson torts wîthîn Jcvvish
territ ory. Great' Brîtaîn thus
became an active acccssary ta
Arab aggressîan. The rest ai the
United Nations p/a yed a robe
consîderab/y more passive but
equa//y sordîd. la the crîtîcal six
mnnths from the Genera/
Assemb/y's vote untîf the last
Brtish forces saî/ed irom
Palestine. the nations
demonstrated that the vote baH
been an/y a rituaI aîmed at
exarcîsîng the ghasts ai the
Jewîsh dead and at appeasîng
the uneasy conscience ai thc

world by incantations devoid ai
meanîng or purpase

"For des pife the c/car storm
warnîngs, the UN not on/y ialcd
ta pravîde traops ta enforce ifs
decîsion and fa maîntaîn the
peace in Palestine. but the
nations rummaged through the
rubbîsh heap ai recent hîstary
and brought ion'h agaîn the
reekîng devîce af 'rIaninterven
rion" wirh whîch they had dlug
the grave ai the emba ttled
Spanîsh repub/îc in 1936. They
embargaed the shîpmenr ai
arms ta eîrher sîde in Palestiîne,
thus equatîng the Jewîsh
defenders wîth the Arab
aggressors. They dîd thîs in tu/b
awarencss that the Arab inva-
sion armies werc adequate/y
supplîed tram national arms
stocks and that Jcwîsh Hagana
had no such resaurces.

'A/f thîs donc. the members
ai the United Nations con-
gratulated each other on their
acts 0ai enlightened
sitesmanshîp and hastened
tram the arena. Wthîn that
august assemb/age con-
stituting "the /ast great hope ai

rem-,nd the nations of the a.îo r
in law and et hics that holds men
responsîble for the foreseeable
consequences af their actions.
None ta point ta the besmirched
signposts of avoided issue and
unethical expendient and to cry
that these had been seen before
and that rhey had always mark-
ed the road ta ruin, The nations
let war loase upon the Jews ai
Pa/estine, and in thus berraying
the Jew. betrayed rhern7se/ves.

"On May 15. 1948, in Tel
Aviv the National Cauncîl ai
Paleslinian Jews prnclaîmed
the independent state of /srae/.
And on that same day, the
armies of Egypt, Jordan, SIvria,
Iraq, and Lebanon (ro.s.sçd ail
the /and frontlers oai*htewv
stare The Jews were le/t a/ana,
as the Jews of Europe had been
left alone not long bet ore, tu see
whether they cou/H survive this
latesr violent attempt al the I/na-

sa/ution ta the Jevvîsh prabbem.
- ..berween these two final

solutions, the Jews had learned
that no ane rescues the
defense/ess. bad learned that a
sma/b and threarenea people
which looks for ifs survival ta
the conscience af the war/d îs
soon dead and in naposition to
take com fart irom the subse-
quent anguîsh ai repentant
mourners arrivîng, a/as, late
upon the scene.
(Pages 253-256)
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