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THlE sessioni of the Legisature at Qebec,whic'h mark'cd the year i9 oS, will deserx'e
to be renieibered for tlie vav the~ Go'erîi-
ment has grappled wit iliproblenis that have

long called lu vaini for attention. Quebec lias been,
in soiiîe respects, a backward province. Perhaps it
Woull lie miore exact to say that Frencli speaking
Quebec is in an earlier stage of economic (levelo>-
nient than somne of tlie other provinces. Intellect-
ually, îîobody lias the riglît to dlaimr that the peopîle
who compose Uoic niajority ini Qticbec are inferior.
Their professionai meii, and their public meni, have
at ail tunes shown theinselves able to liold their
own. lu ail fie learicd professionis they have had
opportuîiîîy, and in ail îiîey 'have (listiguislied
theniselves. Tliev have rot, untîl recently, golie
exteîîsively iîîto commîîerce or manufacture, butt the
fact imivoives no reproacli to theni. They were luit

ready for that phlase (if ee(>nomic develoiiient; it
lîcgiîîs t look nw as thougli they liad grown up
to it and( were reachiiig ont to take their share.

'e
HIUMBL, BE(;INNINGS.

At the conqîlest, as we are so frequeuîly rei-ninîd-
cd, there wiere but sixtv thousand or so of licasauts
left liehfind in Canada. For a liundred and fifîy
years rhere lias ieen practically nîo infusionî of nexv
blond5(. The sixty thouisand poor peasaîits, in a
new counîtry, workiig tun(lr the miost pirinmitive
coniditions, miiglit welcl lie forgivcîî if thecir soie
contribution 10 the cotintry, wiien tlîey lefb it for
gooti and ail, was an ilîcrease iin the iuinher of
strong ams andl warni lîearts. Commuîerce did, lu-
(leed, grow ui> in the nii(st of theni, but their part
mn it was very humble. F.ngland waîîted the luîlnber
from the trees tliey felled, but it was mnen from
England whio caime witi the iuney andl wlio coui1
ducted the operatiomîs. An Engisli aristocracy of
comîmerce at old Quelic city was the outgrowtli of
this conîditionî. Later on, nmen brouiglît slîmps to
Moîîtreal, stort-d witlî wares froîîî Enrope, with
whicb to suppiy the waîîts of the Eîîglisli-speaking
people wbo xvere goiîîg ln their tens of tlîousaîîds
into Ontario. There was no place in aIl this for the
mi wliose farîîî nigbt lie within siglit of the slip,
or even of the warehotuse. île had not the capital,
lie hatl not the trainîing, lie had not the bîusiness
connection wliere the goods were bouglît ini Europe,
and he could nI sj>eak the language of bliose to
whom they nist lic sold ini Canada. Thli current
of trade swepIt pas-t hlm, but àt ieft hini uiîtouclied.
lus aiîn, or raîtlier lis îîecessity, until very recently,
was bo iiake bis own farn supply aIl lis wants,
food, raiment, warnith and sheiter. lus ambition
was to settle bis sons upon new fartiîs, on the land
just beyond wliat was lu cultivation. For com-
merce be was restricted Vo the barter of live stock
at the churcb tloor. For specialised industry lie
looked to bis womnen-folk aI their spindies. For
bis other relations of if e be could cormmand the
services of the notary, the dqctor and the priest.

'e
SUCCESS IN COMMERCE.

Before the next stage of economic progress
conkid lc reached, nunbers was the prime necessity.
Wlat use to be a lawyer, without clients? How
become a mercliant, without customers? The instru-
ment of pîrogress. ill this tume, was the classical
coliege. Desîgned. uîidoubtedly, for the training of
priests, these classical colleges had from the first
the devoted and uuselflsb service of buindreds of
men of fine mind and scholarly attainiments. By
their self-sacrifice poor young men were eîîabled 10

face the world witli well trained inds. Tbey
studied law, and found their clientele in the tbous-
ands of their conîpatriots wbo had by tbis time been
atîracted to tUic cies by th~e provision of employ-
ment. WVben this latter cl4ss bad become numerous
eniougLu,. it was time for the next forward step, which
was taken when men undertook to snpply, in the
o)rdlinary course of comimerce, the more common
needs of thecir people. First in a small way, then in

a arger way, tbey seized upon this opportunity.
in Queblec, sDnie of the largest and best knowni sbops
bear Frencb namies. In îiÏontreal, the wbolesale
grocery trade bias comie to be almnost wholly in the
iliands of Frencli-Canadians, and any newspaper
reader can see wvith baîf an eye how steady is the
progress tbey are making ini other branches of trade.
Their litIe political journals have become mnetro-

liolitan Levppr.Iong ago they miade their
entry into the field of finance hy inîans of their
savings banks. X 0w they arc engage(I in generai
l>ankiiig business, and their efforts, for the mnost
part conservative]y directed, are producing encour-
aging results.

PREPARING FOR T11E NEXT STEF UP.

Tt was a community ini this state of economic
(levelopnient that Mr. Gouin found tînider bis liani
when he becamne Prime Minister. And there had
been other conditions which had produced their
effects. 1'here had been periods of railway bonus-
îng and other expendîtures, xvhich liad lcft the pro-
vince nnîich in debt. There liad been a long record
of (leficits in the provincial fnances. It was a
striiggle, to miake ends, ineet. On tlic othcr hand,
the developmnent of the dairy export business, the
building of railways, the activity in the timnber areas,
ani the development of water powers, had brought
the whole province uinder the influence of conmnerce,
under the speil of skilled industry. It was evident
that thic tinie was ripe to encouirage the youth of
vlue province to grapple with its inost inviting prob-
lemns, ail tlic more so because, thanks to, eiectricity
anîd the raîlw ays, tiebec is no longer a comimunity
set apart, but orue whose ittrests are associated ini
a hundred ways wxith i oeof other parts of the
I ominion, ani witlî exterior countries. The tinie
hiad plainly gone by wheîîi the hunmble classical col-
lege cotiid serve all the neceds of the comnmunity.
Already a numiierous corps hiad got themisclves
trainedI as engîieers, as archutects, as cliemists.
Nevcrîlîelcss, Ulic sustained imnpulse of miany years
was stili driviîig unliecded hutndreds of the brighitest
young nien in the province into the study of law
and of niiedicine. Mir. Gouin's flrst miove was to
endeaxour ti) obtain, throughi the long deferred
readj ustnient of the Domninion subsidy, a better finan-
cial estalishmnent. Ilis alîuost inediate success
in this regard mîarked tlie beginning of the uiplift.
Not quite, thougli, for witliout waiting for that
success, lic had given a niew inîpetus to the Poly-
teclinie Sehool imn Montreal. It will probably sur-
prise most p>eop>le to learn that there are in this
ins;tittiin alrea(ly flfty per cent. more pupils than

foloith saine applied science courses at MeGili.
Netcaime provision for the School of Higlier Com-

mcial Stud1iLes, and file Technical School, both of
wiihi will be under construction within a few
weeks. If goes without saying that the influence of
these ilirc schools upon the progress of the coin-
mutnity cannot fail to be here whiat the influence of
sucli institutions lias been e,ewhiere.

G000 SCIIOOLS AND) 0001 ROADS.

With this ample provision for education at the
top of the scale, tUic next step was to make better
provision for primary education. Before the tilti-
mate attainnient in this direction bas been reached
many loose ends may have to be gathered in, but
mneantime a good start bas been made. 'At this and
previotîs sessions grants have been made for the
improvement of school buildings in poor districts;
for the special encouragement of sehool districts
which straîn a point to pay a decent salary to the
teacher; for encouraging capable teachers to stay
at the work; for improved and extended normai
trainitig of the teachers; and generally for the
improvement of the systemn of primary instruction
se, far aus the grant of mToney by the province can be
expected to influence that result.

It is worth remenîhering, howcver, that il is flot
alone to education that the work of uplift applies.
An important part of the economic equipment of
the province îs found in the country roads, the first
and in somte respects the most important part of the
transportation system. lit is easy to, comprebend
that the roads whicb did very well in the days of ail-
sustaining fartas will rot answer the purpose in these
days when farmi produce has to be shîpped across
the ocean. The Legisiature bas taken tbree im-
portant steps this season, at the instance of the
Governient. Provision is made to overbaul th'li
municipal code, which in respect of its clauses con-
cerning roads is based upon the conditions wbicb
existed prior to Confederation;, financiai encourage-
ment is offered, in amnounits that wiIl probably be
considered worth while, to municipalities that wMl
imnprove their roads in accordance with up-to-date

plans; and grants are offered to encourage mnîici-
isalities to substitute iron or steel bridges for wooden
nues. With ail this, goes an extension of the work
of instruction ini iîîîproved agricultural methods, and

prmiiotion of increased efficiency in agricultural col-
leges. Wlîen it is remembered that during the paýst
teu or twelve years the farmiers of Quelic have
passcd, as a mile, mbt the well-to-do class, it is liot
dîifficuit ho foresee what îiày prescutly be the effcct
of this klîîd of canipaign iii thîe older settled sectionîs
of ülic province.

SPREADJNG OUT.
Fiîîally, an intelligenît effort is iîeing niade to

obtain the best results froîîî the colonisation of new
areas. lu the past nucli of this bas been icft 10

liaphazard, or Vo, flie initiative of the lumbermen anîd
oxvncrs of tinîber li'îits, with the consequence that,
following the bue of ieast resistance, the boys wbo
inoved off the (ild farm went down to the New
Eîîgiand factory towns. Hereaflter, even thougli
they chafe nder the rîîlîng, the lumber mîen are Vo
receive oxîly second consideration; their înterests
will be properly safeguarded, but the welfare of the
settier is to lie paraniout. The pioncer will not be
rcquired to break int the wilderness by hinîscîf, or
to wait umail place is made for hlmt around some
Tunmber camp. Sections wiil be definitely sat apart
and survcyed, and roads will be made. The pioncer
will always be within easy reacli of the last settle-
nient before bis. Provision is made, therefore, for
the steady, orderly extension of the province's in-
iabitcd area, as rapidiy as tue population required
for sucli extenîsion becoxiies available.

It is fairly obvionîs that in ail Ibis there is a
colicrent plan. As the years pass, and the revenues
of tbe province are found Vo afford it, we may expect
Vo sec otiier phbases of the work of uplif t taken up.
'lo-day nothing is nmore certain than that this old
and populous prov ince is finding new access of
streîîgtb, and is equipping itself for tic work the
future lias in store. Witb blie finest tumber areas
left on the casteru slope of the continent, and witb
the greatest wealth of water powers, alongside which
new towns are continually springing up, with a
vigorous, inidustrions population and an inexhausti-
bIc reserve of wealtb in its fine farn lands, Quebec
niay ycb surprise those sister provinîces whicb have
got mbt the way of mieasurîng ber by the commier-
cial standard andl finding ber efficiency relatively
small. A little prosperity and a good deal of intelli-
gent direction are ai the situation calîs for, and
just now hoth are in evidence.

A Curious Tablet
,A STEAMER froni Shanghai recently brought
£1. 10t tbis continent tbe only replica of the fanions

Nestorian stone. This tableb, peculiar and
mysterions, bas been a subject of mucb discussion
among sebolars. The copy weigbs two tons, and
was executed by eleven Chinese artists. The young
Danish explorer who brought àt obtained the chance
to have it made lu the face of much opposition, and
spent two Vears in the labour. The late Francis H.
Nicbols gave a description of the tableýt lu bis
"Through Hlidden Shcnsi."'

Lt is the only object in Sian wbicb bas consider-
ably attracted the attention of the Western World.
This taîl granite slab, known as the Nestorian
Tablet, bas been discussed by sncb men as Voltaire,
Renan, Legge, and so forth. An American pro-
fessor pronounceil it a forgery, but recent investiga-
tions have establisbed its veracity as a truýtbful
account of the first Christian mission in China. It
stands as a proof that Cbristianity is not a new
religion Vo China, but was introduced lu 635, by the
Nestorian priests.

The monument was discovered in 1625 by some
workmnen. The govemnor of the -province had it
flrmly placed on a iedestal. The inscription on the
stone consists of tbree colunns of Chinese charac-
tfers, wlth a few Syriac paragrapbs, the latter lan-
guage being now unknown to China. It Îs a long
exposition of Cbristian doctrines of the period.

<Chinese antiquarians have long beld the stone in
great veneration. The style is terse, but not easily
understood. Were one bnndred Chinese students
employed in the translation, probably eacb wonld
give a different interpretation of some part of -the
inscription.-Youth's Companion.


