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The Earl*Grey Trophy Competition
By MRS. ROBERT JENKINS

T Eanimal dramatic and musical competitionswere openedl at His Ma-jes.ty's Theatre in
Montreal on Moriday of last week. A grreat
stimulous bias beeri given to music anid the

drama im Canada by Bart Grey's trophies. His ex-
cellency's- idea is to encourage a wider interest in
muiisic anid tn raise thec standard of theatrical repre-

The dramatie trophy was first won by the Win-
nipeg Dramatic Club, two years ago. Last year it
was carried off by the Thespianl Club of O ttawa.
Tile muisic trophy was firsýt captiird by the Quebec
Orchestral Society, but at last yerscompetition it
p)aisse to the Orchestra of theý Cariadian Conser-
vatory of Muici of Ottawa. Further, Miss Mar-
garet Anglin offers a gold bracelet yearly for the
l)est lady actress. Mrs. Edgar of Ottawa won the
bracelet la-st year.

Hlitherto the conltests have been in Ottatwa. This
year thcy are iliii Monitreal. There is to 1)c oh-
scrvedl in Caliadla's comr imtropolis an ever
increa.sing interest in inuisie. Professor Gotilet bias
beenl organlising sYmiphoies; 'the Virst Baptist
Chutrch ossesa bafid çof talented mutsicians. and
the splendid choral association of St. Louis de F~rance
nlow numbe1hrs two butndred and sixty. In Montreal,
however, a seriousq lack is a really good music hall.
It l is oped that the compllétition incited wiIl bring
abouit the construction of a suitable building. In the
dlraina, the Fýrenich-specinig population 'have shown

theseles eaders. Thecir bis;trionic powers are of
a hihorder. Thec Chlb of St. Hentri , formned iT
1878, bas a lînemblershIip) of abou)tt three hundred.

The Coniservatoire La Salle is a school of dramatic
art to eduicate young people for the stage.

nProuighout the week, a series of exceedingly
interesting entertainments have been provided by
the contestants for the trophy. On Monday evening,
a high standard was set f or those who were to

olo. The Choral Association of St. Louis de
France aicquiited themrselves with infinite credit.
Their powers were tested by Dubois' "Last Seven
WVords of Christ," Gouinod's "NoeI" and Krenier's
"Iii Winter." In response to an encore for the last
nutmber, the assocition rendered most effiectively
"Pilgriml's Chorts,'," froni Tatinihauser. And at the
special rcquest of thle G overnor-Ce nerat, they gave
the Frcnchi-Caniadiani national anthem, "O, Canada,
Mon Pays, Mecs Amnours." Following this, the
Montreal liramnatie Club p resented "TPhe Belîs," in
tht difficult leading role of which Sir Henry Irving
won famle. Interest in the play centres around
Mat'hias, the rich buirgoma,,ster. Mr. Robert
McGlatighliin, who played this important roIe, gave

anexcellent iriterpretation of Mathias. Mr.
Mfclauttglinii lives bis chiaracter.

On Tu'iesdayI evenin g the Ottawa musicians anid
thie S-t- Hlenri Club of Montreal wvere the enter-
tainers. Th'le Canadian Conservatoire gave a spflen-
did performance, in whichi the rmusicians diis a cd
technical knowledge and a fine appreciationi of the
spirit of music, Thle draina of the evening was
"La Princesse de Badd"by Dumnas Fils.

The followinig evening was given up to Dickens'
Fellow\shipf Company of Players, of Toronto, in
"Little NeI"and to the First Baptist Choral Society

of Montreal. In "Little Neil," Miss W\
played mucb ability in acting the Marchi
received rounds of app4ause. Mr, T. (
m~ade a capital Dick Swiveller. The Fii
Choral Society was particularly good in
dwelt in a Northern Land."

Thursday evening the plays were ofi
kind, yet allowed ample scope for clever ;
the University C'lub's piece, "A Ruissia
inoon." the principal parts were taken
known Montreal people, Mrs. Huntley 1
and Mrs. S. B. Leacockc played their p ai
fection; white Mr. Joliffe Walker, Mr. A.
nessy and others showed in their acting b,
and ability. The pieces by the Walters
that evening gave evidence of decided ta

'here was on the boards for Friday t
less ambitions a play than Moliere's "Les
Ridicules." Mlles. A. Laurendeau and
Lillé were especially skillful in their rc
two precieuses.

A very large audience was present on
evening of the competition. Performa
iven by the Amateur Players and th(
Dramatic Club, both companies of Tor(

play 'Candida" occupied the first haif of
ing. Miss Elsie U. McLean ini the ch
the clergyman's wife was most pleasing ar
and Miss Christobel Robinson as Miss
Garnett was excellent. The Judige aftý
warded them the dramatic trophy. The ch
..Caste" gliven later ini the evening wert
tained. Mr. Walker as Samuel Gerrjd2
mani, was amausing throughout. PollyË
whom Samuel is in love, was represente
Caroline Crerar, who rendered the part
cessfully. At the end of the play it was
that the Ottawa Conservatory is this yeai
winner of the trophy offered in music.
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