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THE MEN WHO BORROWED $5300,000,000

L
THE ANGLO-FRENCH FINANCE AND CREDIT COMMISSION.

The British I-lase of Commans bas appraved the boan negotiated ln the Uîi ited States. Great Britaln must borrow abroad because her adverse Balan
of lrade for the tiret six menthe cf 1915 was £70,000,000. "lWe tried," said R t. Hon. Mr. McKenna, 11to get £200,000,000, then £160,000,QOO, then £14
000,000, but we could nlot get more than £ 100,000,000."1 This photograph was taken at the Motel Biltmare, New York. From Ieft ta right: Sir HenrY
Smith (British); Octave Homberg (French); Baron Reading (British); Sir Edward Hoîden (British); Ernest Mallet (French), Basil N. Blackett (BrItisI
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MR'. BALFOUR'S GOSPEL 0F BELIEF
A Review of His New Book, Enfitled " Theism and Humanism"

By HAROLD BEGBI1E
la the London Chronicie

O Fail our public men, Mr. Arthur Balfour la
the most picturesque and charming. He is
perhaps our meat Ideal gentleman, the type
we gratefully put forward juat now te oul-

ashîne the vulgar pretensions of the Germaxi super-
man., He la cultured and modest; lie la aristocratie
and gentie; jhe la refined and masculine; he la la
earnest, and lie ta wltty. The gracieus temper o!
the moan la 4miably expressed in a singularly attrac-
tive appearanCe.

But if lie la the most picturesque and charmlng o!
otir public men, hie la alse, I thinlt, by a very long
distance, the mnost difficult and perpiexing. Fer
here Ia a man who loves music, who bas an acute
feeling for beautiful thlnga, whese wbole nature
shudiders at cearseniesa, -and vOho&e deliberate -soui
la definitely diagusted çby vileness; and yet bis public
life lias been largely given te stimuiating eue of the
most, larsb, ugiy, and inihibiting reLigieus quarrels
of Britishi hiatery and te perpetuating a social cen-
dItion w'hIch la clearly unaesthetic, unscientific,
Immoral, and antlthetie to the wliole spirItý of re-

A CRITIC 0F THE CRITICS.

W E cannot understand sucb a temperamont, 'but
we may at least venture te assume that tbe
political career o! this most agreeable and de-

lightful moan bas suff ered damage from that powerful
tendency towards a purely critical attitude wihich
bas ;beau bis main distinction la the field o! philos-
ophy. If Mr. Balfour lias been an cbtructionlsýt ln
politics, ýif, because o! hlm, social conditions are net
better than tbey are and a rIgliteous settlement of
the Irishi religieus quarrel bas tarrled dangerauaty,
wlth great hurt te the Empire, for a quarter of a
century, still let us recognize that few Engliab
philoscphbers have shattered more e!! ectually the
strongh~olds cf tbe Empiricista or more cunningly
ttip>ped up the rationallast wlth bis own logic and bis
aira teraulnology. He la a critie of the critîcs.

The publication te-day o! "Theism and Humanlsm"l
(Hodder and Staugliton> carnies me hack te a seene
in the Bute Hall o! Glsasgow University lu the flrat
hali! of the fateful year 1914, whbei I had the privilege

af liatening te Mr. Balfaur'a final Gifford Lecture.
I remexniber how I tried liard te follew the lecture
througb bis tertuous sentences, wonderlng irbat Ia
the world lhe as driving at, flnally giving up al
effort te listen and resting my whole attention on the
cbarming profile presented te me by the taîl aud
graceful figure la the beavy and forbidding rostrum,
going away at th e end of it ail -te ýsay that bore iras
a man irbe had a stammer la bis theugbtis. But the
boolt ef those lectures la nowrat my aide, and instead
ef invelved. sentences, harltings baclt, sudden quali-
fiýcations, and a succession of maddening parenthesea,
wbIch made havoc ef the extempore lecture, I find
erder and lucidity, a definiýte -chain o! reasonIng, and
a legical conclusion. Tbe dîfference ia amazing.

To begin 'with, here la a book pulbliahed in the
midat o! an overshadowiug War, which deais with
the aupreme question of life, the questien irbich i li
endure long after the shadoir of War lias 11f ted,
nrameiy, the existence of God. It belpa us te see that
behlnd the importance of tbe War la a greater im-
portance, and that the War ltaelf, rig-t-fuliy unýder-
stood, la not se mucli a matter for polItIcal dissen-
sion and newspaper eontroversy as a matter for
marais and religion. For if there be no God, if a
ratIonal man must conclucde that this star la oniy a
apeclt of unassuclated dust ln the midat of a mind-
less and ineaningiesa universe, then there la some-
tbing te be sald fer the Germen gospel of brute force.
We miglit even Prusalanize our Institutions with ad-
vantage. But If there be a God, If the ratIonal man
must conclude thsit aur planet Ia la Intimate associa-
tion wlth an Infinite universe, and that the tendency
o! self-conaclous life la towards 13eauty and Good-
neas, then there la aemetblng te e sad for the cause
ef the Allies, which la net often said by politicians
and newapapers, scmethlng, too, wblcb abould leas
us ta se alter our social conditions and our Interna-
tional relations that war hiencefortb la Impassible.
It la a mucb more tremeéidous thing than moat people
realize te believe la Qed.

THE BELIEF IN GOD.

Lovlng God ia a vastly different 'thlng, as pascal
said, fromn beleving in Goad. The man irbese

morality la passionate, whose feeling tow
God la that of adoration, must 'be elther hui't
such a book asthis, or amused by its serious Pc
iness to agnostic critics. "It dare net fiy; it ~Will
walk." And certainly It la onily love of GAd
will change the world. Philosopby may a
opinion, and may gradually produce a movemer
thougbt, but lt will nleyer lif t the multitude 011
the mire or bring a glad and marchlng music tO
heart -of humanity. St Paul ;as a Gifford LeCt
would have been a failure. Iaaiah as a FellOI
the Roya l'iSociety wouid have left the world il
as hie found It. Manitind bas quiokeneid it$
becauee of St. Paul's sublime hymu -of love,
the conscience of humanl1ty bas been strengthl
by Iaalah's passiona-te insistence -on an ifll
morality. Ghief of ail, conalder what would be
state of Europe If Christ had debated the pas5ib
of the existence of God, Instead of asserting wl
simplicity which maltes a most instant appeai
every sort and condition of mind that God is
Father. Intuition lsaa part of psycbology.

To believe in Qeod Is to have the brute la les&5
may net be -te malte us reformers, it may DO
to lead us out Into the wilderness of eelf-abnega
it may net be te malte us shining angels of
sacrifbce; but It oug'bt te makre us reverent, lt e
te malte us humble, anid It ought to malte uls fiel
determ1ned to fighit upon the aide of righteoi$]
'God, freedom, and lmmortality . . I bel
A them a114," says Mr. Balfour. And te believ
Qed, freedom and immortallty, horwever d.iffE
f rom adoring God, ioving freedom, and hunifi
and tbirsting after lmmortality, la te> be on the
of the angels and opposed, vi'gorously opposed, t(
Iren forces of Anti-Christ.

LIFE 1S SPIRITU AL.

L ET any man who tblnlts 'that,,sciencee mak,
L.dfficult to ibelieve ln Ged, road this boolt

caver te cover, and he mu4t, I think, If Il
open to argument, come te the conclusion that Th
Ia theinescalpable faibli o! raitionalism. Use
reason, your reason only, and you must beIlev
Mimd. Contemplate the universe as a rational b
and unlesa you say that yen cannet belleve iu
own agnoaticism, cannot believe In anythlng al
you mnust conctude that penletrating and interi
trating ail material phenoi4euon la the Spir!
Eternal Lits. Empirlitm 'is as dead as D
Atbelsm la only possible te the fool., No living 3

ànrest in agnosticisam. There is reason ln 'the
veme. Llf e la spiritual. The march o! the hl]
race~ is towards Qed.


