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A Judgment of Solomon.
A Deal in Dogs. BY. S IV, attingIy.,

WAS quite pleasedt o
find a letter fromi
Àunt Matilda by
the aide of niy
breakfast bacon one
splendid morning in
May. I could lie
quite sure, in the
first place, that

there would be a five pound note inside;
and I could also rely on a rather pe-
remptory invitation to stay with my
aunt at Little Stottney.

It was true that Aunt Matilda. was
sure to have some extraordinary piece
of business on hand-last time she had
sent for ame it was to defeat an upstart

but I think it muet be possible to send
the chauffeur, if not the general himsýelf,
to, prison for this murderous, threat.
For the present 1 have snut Joseph in
the drawing-room, and shall kéep him
there tili you are hcre to advise me.
Please catch the next train if possible;
dear Joseph is s0 very playful among
my old china. I enclose a littie present
which I hope will compensate you for
your absence from your office for a few
days.

No doubt your staff will oe able to
deal witn the more pressing business.

Your affectionate aunt,
Mlatilda Grimwade.

curate at croquet; the- time before to Twenty-five pounds, I decided, would
exact the utmost penalty of thé law up- Amply cempensate nie for a short ab-
on a farmer who had the temerity to sence from my professienal duties,
catch in a trap my auntes cat, Peebles, wvhich consisted in sitting in a small,
a dour Grimaîkin of poaching habits. dingy officerplayýing dominoes with mr

All the saine, the prospect of a trip"staff", a promising young scoundre,
out of London for a week or two was actat thirteen, who wasted my station-
quite alluring. cry at a salary of six and sixpence per

My pleasant anticipation#-«ere more iveek.
than fulfilled, but 1 must confesa to a Aunt Matilda invariably describes nme
considerable shock when, on opening the to hier frienda as a «"risîng young law-
letter, ont dropped a cheque for twenty- yer." I htave risen, considerably, it is
five pounds. Wat could be the reason trne-from the first to the fifth floor
for this burat of munificence? I turned in Honeycote Buildings; but if I rise
to the letter for information, and read any higher it can only be to pitch a
as follows: tent on the roof.

1 packed quickly, wrote a note to the
'the Red House, "$staff" already alluded to, and took a

Little Stottney, hansom to Liverpool Street Station.
Suffolk, May 26th. The united efforts of the Great Eastern

My dear nephew, Riway andastio l lnd m
I have lonîg been intending to write Ri tto i addmç r t Little Stottney soon after midday.

to ask you to pay me a visit, as there'
are several smal >atters f' wish to con- I %ets received by my aunt in the
sult yon abou.? was gong te put it drawîng room, and 1 could not lielp no-
off till next-month, but something has ticing that chairq, tables, and ini par~-
now occurred which makes it important ticular the china cabinet, wore a some-
that 1 should have a man et my aide what battered look. An old Sevres
to advise, and, if necessary, to protect vase of fabulons worth hied disappeared
me. entirely. -

As yon may have heard, The Welkin, "A tlerrible blow has fallen on me
which stands opposite my house, has since I wrote," said Aunt Matilda, our
recently been taken by a General Shol- finst greetings over. "Joseph has dis-
to. I am not, as you know, fond of appeared. You little know how thank-
military men; et the same tume I fui I am to have yon with me."
should have wished to meet him in a This, though ambiguous, was meant
neighborl~ spirit, ini spite 'of the fact to be fiattering.
that hie eeps a motor-car, a machine "I look to you,__Charles," my aunt
îvhîch 1 abominate, and a chauffeur, who went on in broken tones, "to help me
1 greatly fear is making love to Amelia. in this sad hour.

But this is not al. * "You can rely on me to do my best,
The general keeps a huge St. Bernard, Aunt Matilda," 1 declared. - "Above ail,

a most pugnaciens and vicions creature. we must look on the bright side. In
How pugnacious you will see for your- my profession we are accnstomed to
self, when I tell you that hie is con- deal with the most difficuit and unex-
stantly lnring my darling Joseph into pected probienis. Detective work lbas
combats with him. always been a favorite study of mine,

(It must be mentioned thiat fuis Jo- and I ]lave read almost aIl the deteê-
seph was well known to nie as the big- tive tales that have ever been pub.
gest and most savage bull-terrier of my lishcd. (I have plenty of time for
acquaintance.) reading at the office.) "Wh1at I shonld

like frîom yon now is a statement of
The climax came yesterday. Joseph what has occurred since yon wrote te

was quietly eating a hone on the lawî, -me yestenday."
wluen Crusoe-the general*s dog-came "I eau tell von. in a few wrds," said
bounding in, and nuished at my gent le my aunt. "For reasons that are oh-
pet like an infuriated lion. Joseph vious" (liere her gaze strayed to the
naturally tnrned to defend himself, china cabinet) "if n'as inadvisable te
whereupon thle monster seize«' bis bonej keep Joseph in this room al] night.
and made off with it. Joseph followed, Therefore 1 ordered him to be shut up
and from the sounds I lieard I fancy a in thîe kitchen, intending to keep him
savage fight must have taken p)lace in indoors till your arrivaI today. Bnt te
the general's garden. 1 cannot help my horror, ývhen I came down to break-
feeling glad that Joseph succeeded in fast this morning, Amelia. informed me
recovering his boîte, and bit the chauf- that lie hiad slipped out of the front,

fetî, wh atemp -dT*IrYrfere. door soon after slie came down. She
I at once wnote to General Sholto, in- thinks site heard him barking in the

forming iim of what had oeeurred, and geneî'al's ganden afterwards. From that
demaîîding that Crusoe should at once hour to this there lias been no sign of
be placed under proper..control. His Joseph, dead or alive."
answer 1 have just received. I can only I1nmade a note of titis statement withi
say it is 'tvlat I should have expcctcd a professional air. From my extensive
from a soldier and a inotorist. He de- reading of detective litcrature, I knew
claies that Joseph -%vas the aggressor.. exactlv wvhat oughit to hiappen. The
having- stolen the boue frein Crîîsoe in general liad obviously kiodnapped the
the first place, just as if titat, excuises dogr; e would havla, îcew.se.c

lu dokreneneiîg In aDeit ad uaintance I mlust at once make. I
lie goes on to say tltat it is a w el- should fail ini love îvith hier; she would
kîîioNut faet thtat St. Beriiards ai*e a par.[ersuade the general to disgorge Jo-
t ictîlari- docile and friendly slpecies seph; A deia w-ould niarry the chilur

Xoî. itadni, li citeude, a)pUit the getneral n-ould play picquet with nîy
liave got lîold of a particuflarlv unidesir- aunlt, while the eî-entuial alliance of my-
able specilincn of a 11( )t fer-ocicu.. sOlif w-lm t he niece iîust be within. the
breed. Let nie advise vou to be care-lJotin( of probabihity.
fi. MI'v chauffeur tells ne lie i, b t îîto ".-shtlmi now j lik le to a-k voit one or
a pistol. Vouirs faitlififfly, Wo]s leYlev twoqll('sions. Auîtit Matilda."' I said, in

o ntknwmuhabu teia a b l)lntss-like toue. "Titis- case pre-
do ot nowniieliabot te lwsents sonlie nuveyl anîd interesting
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