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T
lie carried a big stack of books under
bis arm, an' hie set 'cm dawn an a
chair."

"Say," -hiesâid, "4the possibilities of
thet littie piecc of land is great. There's

the ditch on one S'ide fur irrigation, an'
'the land slopes dawn ta the west, mak-
in' a natural, drainage fur the surface
an' sub-surfae water. The only thing
that ails it," hie said, "'is the way Vts
run down an' grown ta weeds, but I
know how to fix thet," an' hie talked
kinda loud, "lso I guess I will have a
better crop than oid Napper."
."Pete began by baulin' fifty loads of

rotted manure, an' puttin' it on thet
pieee of land. Then hie spread on haif
a ton of lime to sweeten the ground, an'
atop of thet, lie spread about twa hun-
dred pounds of what hie called, "formula
B,' an' hie said it was made of potash,
phosphate, an' other stuif thet was ta'
doetor the land, an' make them peas
graw.

Then hie disked it, an cross disked it,
an' plowed it five inches deep an' disked
it, an' hàProwed it again. When lie had
got it as smooth an' nice as a garden,
lieh sowed bis peas in rows. After thet,
ho fixed up a dam* at the ditch, so hoe

'? could irrigate them peas whenever it
was needed.

Bein' as the patch was right next ta
MY Place, Pete would go over every
evenin' an tend ta them peau. On Sun-
days he'd read in bis books.

1 could sec thet we were goin' ta have
frost an' I begin lookin' for Pete. 1
wanted ta seh.ow he#d fi it. .I1waited
«round, but no Pete' an' I went to bed
thet n~ight félin' sorry -fur the boy, an'
wVishîin'tbet the frost hadn't corne.
The only way 1 could see, was t1idt
Pete would loge the crqp,-his time and,
mnonéy, not ta say nothin' about Is
Napper.

Thet nigbit old Napper, not takin' eny
chances, sraeaked down ta the pateh ùof
peas an' turned on the water. ,Hli
figured thet the water would cool tiitga
off an' the frost «weuld do the test.
Then he went an' coveiîed bis own patch,
with saeks.

The next mornia', Pete, havin' re-
turned thet night, got up early, an'
without baîf answerin' my question
about the peas, struck acros the field
to aid Napper's place.

When bc reacbed the house Napper,
was eatin' breakfast.

"H1ello, Mr. Napper," he said, bright
an' cheery, "fine morfia'."

Napper grunted, but kept on eatin.'I thougbt I'd corne over," said Pete,
"Can tell you, me an' Sally is engage&"1

The old man laid down his knife.
"What ?" be bellowcd, "you' rascal!e'
"My peas werc better than yaurs,"

said Pete, "yau know it, an' everybody
says sa. Last night we had a kilhin'
frast. I was out with Sally the early
part of the night an' migbt bave lost
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"Why don't you tule drain y our land,
practie crop rotation, an' keep more
stock.," hie would say ta me. But I
iîever answered, an' kept on thinkin',
I'd wait and sec how his little patch
wouid turn out, for I said anything.

Well, his peas grew fine. There
warn't anybody in the country, had scen
better peas.

In the later part of April the wcather
w~as a littie dry, but Pete made little
ditches tlrnugh the rows, an' kept the
ram a-spreadin' water on the plants.
By the fifteenth of May, people said
that aid Cyrus Napper neyer raised sech
peau, an' neyer could.

Up ta the fifteenth of May we hadn't
Iîad no frost. Pete was on the look-
out for it, an' on cold nighits lie used
ta tic two thermometers ta a stick, an'
put a wvet rag about one of thern. He
said thet would tell him wvhen the frost
was connuii.

I asked whiat lie would do if the frost
did corne, but lic just smilcd an' said
lie'd show nie sonietirne.

It -made 01(1 Cyrus Napper prettv
nîad whien lie snw thet Pete ivas gettiin'
the best of Ihin. What hurt him worst
ivas the way folks talked about it. 11e
couldr't stand to have anybody beat

iM raisin' peas, especially Pete, an'
as lic hiad, thet tume whien lie ias rnad,
tol(l Pete lie could bave Salli- if hie won,
there was altogether too mucli at stake.
He couli't afford to take chiances.

Sa one night. it wvas the seventeenti
of MiNav. an' eold an' lear îith everv,
sign of frost. lie figntred hie'd beat Petel
out by hielpin' the frost along.

'cm, but samebody was kind enough ta
turn the water on my pateli. It was the
only thing thet saved 'cm. When I
came aver here this mornin', I looked at
yours. They are dead."

The Difference

George Ade, at a dinnir in New York,
urged a subtler use cf words. ".Use
words with delicate eare," he said. "Ob-
serve aht subtie distinctions. Never
write 'vision,' for instance, whcn 'sight'
is what you mea-."

"There is no difference betwecn 'sight'
and 'vision"' interrupted an editor.

"No," said Mr. Adt. "And yet,
Billy whcn you and I passed each other
on Broadway yestcr-i y, the girl I was
with was a vision, while the one with
you %vas a sight."-Life.

The Lid On
Mrs. Starr returned from ber first

visit ta the city. At the weekly club
nieetiing onie of the women asked ber:

"Wlîiat do vou think of the metro-
polis ?"

Mî-s. Sýtarr liesitated for a mlomnent,
and theii replied:

"I (idilt sec it; it ivasn't open while
1 was tiiere."

The Rule Arplied
MNagnate (given ta adviee)-"MY boy,

It i-' the little things that tell."
iYuungic hiisiness man savagely) r
knlow iti! Shie's got a little bro.ther."
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