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% Flickerlight
Wri#ten for The Western Home Monthly by W. R. Gilbert.

NCl upon a time, 'but nt mo very appeared te have been hunted andiOlong ag, for this le net qiite starved out of lher, but Was net even
an ordinary fairy tale, a woman quite dead.

at by the fire. A basket of mended The creature gazed up mnutelY into the
meeks and stoekings lay by hier aide, eyes of the woînan damner.
upon the heartbrng; t--ne of hier banda Just in the fickerligbt they looked at
was itili gloved ini the lamt stoeking and each otber, the woman and bier elf-child.
the other, armed with a thimble and "Speak,'" said the figure in the chair
needie, was crossed over it. Outaide a opposite, and the elf-child spoke.
cab had just rattled by with a theatre- Tisere was something strange, rapid,
fare and the rain murmured thb water hopelessly intense, in the manner in
song in a low, crooning patter. which she said:

Inside, the littie castie of coals had «MeVkther, have yen forgotten me quite,
just collapsed with a tiny explosion at ýquite? Cared for at my birtb eagerly
the very minute wbeu tbe cdock on th tended and nourisbed, f ed and clotbed,
mantelabelf struck twelve, and beca ' and then left and forgotten. A life given
the ohii the iamp had waxed lowç1 e birth to and tben neglected ail tiiese
fiickers of the disturbed embers d ced long weary years of waiting. WVas 'it
like fitting coons over tbe ceilin and right, Mother V'
tbe walls, over tbe bent, grey tinged The woman started, drew back fromn
bead of tbe woman damner, and across thse cbild.speaker, then atooping, lifted
tbe little table set with clotis and laid thse frail little creature in lber arms, and
out with a simple supper. lookingtruhi notelr a

Perîsaps it was because al fainies- slnt h ogb thint ofthe linre wa
real -fairiem, and dream fainies love mid-slnwiesmtigo ann e
nigbt, perbaps, too, because the woman membrance -moved, nluier heart.. 'You
had been up early and was very tired, 'avee oen quite utteiy lne inceyou
and ber boy, for whom 'se would always haee omuid yu sy àonT" ne
wait up was often late in coming home o'%e-bon iyusa?
nigbts, bier eyes closed, but thoug S mie "I have sisters, said the cisild, but
wam asleep ise till saw tbe room in its they have been .abandoned like me, very
flickering ligbts and sisadows. early. We have ail been forgotten by

.And in sleep eue sees, ef lcourse, lots our Mother."
of strange things without tinking tbepm And as the woman steadily looked at
strange at all, and me it did utjnk.the firelikht, thse living, dying farnes

An interesting glee party.

lier as anytbing frigbtening or mucis eut
of the ordinary that at first dimly, and
then quite distinctly, se became
conscieus that somethsing or some one
occupied tise other chair by the fireside.
The personality seemed haif-unknown
and yet isaîf-familiar te lier and while
bier mind was busily running over like-
nesses te, persona wbom she had knowu

ince long ago in cbildisood, and passing
up tihe years, the figure spoke.

"You are trying te identify me. You
are right te bunt the long ago, but not
among your friends-M.Nother."

"Mether T" echoed tise weman in
wonderment. «'I have neyer been a
tuether except in longing or in my
dreains. This, my son, for wlhem I am
u-aiting toniglbt, ig a foundling, a foster
chuild."

"Nevertheless you are nsy iotiser,"
reiterated the figure. "Frons your womb
I came, as aise did those whoîn 1 will
show you n0w."

"INay, do net mock me, a poor, barren,
wasted if e;" snoaned tise woman, but
even as she spoke a tiny baud laid hold
of bier own, gloved in tise stock ing-.
WVasted, sbrunken, and. crippled it u'as,
yet, as it rested on bers, it vibrated with
passionate entreaty.

Looking down, thse woman saw beside
bier à w~izenied cîf-figure, ith clotluýs
liaif nma(le. hiav-iinl the grirn, upturnel
wistful face a promlise of beauty, belled
l)y long set-up disease.

The sgarnents the chld wore had been
of careflt eut and fasijion, but they
were torn aud pinnied looselv togrethier,
showiii- glinîjîses of bare skia an(l boue,
for the cëreature was verv enîiaciated(.
There wvas about lier, too, a vague
atmospbiere of scare, a wiid pleading
for- self-expression and tievelopulient
balked, which, child thougis aise seesned,

tbat leapt and dancea before ber eyes,
a procession cf little elf-cbildren, many
of tisem beautiful, only each one de-
spoiled by disease, sorrow and neglect,
passed across tbe beartbrug from thse
(larkness wbere thse fiickering flame did
net reacis on tise one band te tise same
shrouding darkness of thse opposite
corner.

And as se watched, sorrow, remorse.
vague and uneasy, settled down in ber
iîeart, and tears came into ber eyes, se
that site sawv ne more thse elf-cbiid on
lier lap ner thse figure sitting on tise
opposite chsair. She saw oîsly a biurred
msist of fliue-edged crystals, dancing,
wheeling and tîîmning in tise fiickerlislst.
anîd the voice that she Iseard seemed te
erine frein far away, but it*s sound wvas
like tise voice of the cinders wvhen tlsey
mtove dloser togetiser te visper coui-
fidences -as the fiames dies low.

l'Obs, otiser," sise ieard tise voice
say;, "Motiter wlso. aiways longing for
a chlîd, lias bemsoaued fate and beeehed
for long years that tise gift of nsoMier-
iîood nigbt be yours. Does net some-
tising stirning in vour heart telyou that
wve are your offspning. Yeu have thouglit
us, caîssed us te be, ail of us, but for

suealoe hveyou cared long enough
te bring te strengtlî and usefulness. Ahl
tisese otisers )-ou have created, andi ne-
glected. Tink. a siother who lis
brougflit up lier tender cure but one child
ini se o y The ' were ail God-given
ch jîdren. t h(w il>i lýNebecu doing
ai tiiese yulrc SSudsgetaî eu
tlîif)gs in tue worId. if vitu id onlv
beets a sotiies te theus always."

"M'sy do tiîey net die?" meaned tise
wensslný, -aziiiý 't the fire, but seeing
it isot. 'Stirely- it wvere kinder for
tlse-to use."
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