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SMIKES had the prosonce of oeol
te* lead, and that was the be
reommendation for bis cngag

ment as Fuel Forernan at flapie. Th
titte je conferrod lupon the man in chai,
of a group of ceai shovollers, and who
duty it is te sec that suffiient ceai
hoisted iute the hoppers vhich feod ti
big locomotives of the Rai ivay Cou
papiy te, keep thoso loconotives in fit
until the noit ooaling station is reache

Smikes soon preved te be su efficier
foroman, but lie lad other qualificatior
which fttod hlm for the realrn of advez
turc. fie "handied" bis gang on a hi
manitarimu, plani; hie chutes vere kee
running ln ail kinds of weather vith th
smoothnss of pocket-picking and th
company calied hlm a valuable mai
Smikes wanted themn te prove it, an
viote thern a long letter-but that coe
later.

'He was giving belter satisfaction ti
any,,of bis predecessors. fie made t]
cost of hauidliug ceai threo-tonthis of ý
oeWa ton cheapor, Smikes grew up ti
tire-. nv&ble position of a. "living ex
ample.'y

The head of the departmnent paid h
annual visit, and he ueted with prU
that Srikes' chutes were the tidiest oc
the System, that bis men woniçed mosl
rhythmically, and that Smikes himse.l
vas the suavest of suave foremen.

"How do yeu manage it, Srnikes?'
asked the Hiead..

"Oh, a littie oul and heiy vater" vaE
the best vsy Smikes could oxpiain it
Srnikos thenglit le saw a look of Bs-
picien on the face of the Head. This
vas te be expocted, because sucli good
rosuits vere usuaily the outcome of atern
man-handliig. Smikos smiiod ais he read
the other's thougthts. The arnile vae
contagions, and, weil, it vas resuite
tie Head wa9safter anyvay.

Smikes led the wsy throngh the deep-
ening snew te the living quarters of the
Italian laborers, and here, again, the
Hiead marvoied. It vas the usual vers-
out box car set off its trucka, tee far goul
fer traffie but good enough stiti for shel-
ter. Thero vas nothing diiapidate<
about this eue, boeover, as the Head
had expected, cemparisg it with the
otiiers holehsd seen. It had been neviî
paiuted outside. The others merely
had the numbers painted eut witi a
splash of redi ead. Truc, eue might see
the eutine of the number, 23402, upon
cese examination. It was the rarity
of a laborers' sheiter being painted at all
thiat drew forth exclamations of wonder
The interior vas fitted Up vith clip.
boards, sud finished bunk ansd the vaill

-sheathed, suother marvel. And there
was actuaiiv a thick linoleum ou the
flier! It lad couves leuces tee. A pipe
from the vasi-trougi carried vaste
water eut te the culvert ferty foot away
and two other pipes brougt la hot and
cold ivater. A standard van stovo stood
in the middle of the floor, radiating cheer
te ail corners. The two vindeva were
Partiy opened for ventilation, and the six
bunki at one end vere ueatly spread vith
dlean, grey biankets, the top oue throvu
back, exposing a restful bed.

Aga ii the question carne inte the eyes
of the Head, sud agaiu Ile smiied lun e-
,POnse te Smikes' amîle. Nowhere outue
SYstem had ho seen the laborers' quar-
tors so neatiy arranged. Srnikoes, him-
soif, lninkied in the shack used as~ an
office, and this, tee, vas comfortabiy
fitteti up. The Heoad vont away vel

Tive llead was the best hated man in
the e-rvie* The reason for this per-
Vertctý affection vas the extrerne ecenorny
prae,4 .ed by the dopartmont ever which
ho ' -ided. Work vas te ho done

ee::as welI as cfficientiy. Every
itel: 1"7 supplies beyond haro neeessities
s't- !icized witiîoît morcy, and more

t."l~'e foreman gave up his job bec
f the constant sting cof that re-

eurr - interrogation, "WThy "
ten gaillons of oil more this

l'han lat? Why tvo more coaI

The Pick of tho Bol Wodd
Al Our bubiexe grown -for, l «epecI-
ally sud are personally selected by
the James Carter & Co. expert.

Thorough -tests,'both 'before exorta-
tion, and at the Carter 'establishment
at Raynes Park, London, assure gound,
healthy bulbse o the very liigh est
quallty. Our Tulipe andNarcissus are
exceptionally hardy and weU 8sulted to
the Canadien climate.
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orn the ««whvs" that a foreman with an
)est extra-sensitive spot invariabiy added
te- another: '«Why arn I working for this
bis rneasly, miserly, hay-wire, one-horse out-

fI .Y Rather than seek the cauie of
se the ieaks lie would quit. It did flot

1is strike hlm as the foreman'a business.
thie iIew often rnight he sec bis men dangling-
:m- tlîeir torches beside thern, describing a'
Fel rniiky way of blazing leaks, and feel it
ied. toe- mean to check them about it? If
ent the men were iight-hearted why run the
'ns risk of souring their dispositions with
n- _lis petty cail for economy? They
bu-' wouid probabiy shovel more coal if al-
pt iowved to revel ln their wastefuiness.
lie The laborer is toucby upon bis failing-
th and one of them is disregard for economy.
an. "Beeg-a-da-Companee," ho resens, "lIots
id e'monee." To his mind there is lot of
mes vaste running a railroad anyway, and

wby shouid a rich company mind bis
an littie extravakances?
ie Smikes had been through the iii.fiTe
a- answered the "whys" for a month, and

to then stopped-there were no more "wçhys"
m- to answer. Less supplies were used ln

the operation of bis chutes than at any
mia ether point-according to the records.
de That naturaiiy made it harder for the
on other foremen who were one and al ho-
et souglit with rigid insistence to foliew

ff the Pace set by Smikea.
Upon the same sfternoon that the Head

?»parted from Srnikes a stranger arrived.
The stranger approacbed Smikes with

.s bubbiing grace, and after sorne prelimi-
it flarcs taiked about the handiing of eai
s-at smail cost. Smikes vas suave, and

se the st1 ranger had te corne down te brase
:d tacks in the end and tellviiat ho really
rm wanted. Re vas a speciai service manm
id corne to look for a car wiîich had mys-
se terieusiy disappeared. le had a iist of
se seversi snch cars, but one particularly

vas iast reperted on the chute siding of
p- flapie, vhore Smikes functioned as fore-
ie man.
ie "There were two boarding cars here
- last winter, and one vas set off its trucks
ie and the number painted eut. That vas
1- 23402. It's bore yt-I see you've
Id painted it standard green. But 16548,
A vheu vas it lifted Y"
ke "No car bas beon iifted te my know-
ry iodge," dociared Smikes. fie toek the
y stranger down te bis office, and showed
a. hir that ho had ne records vhich veuld
-e show vhat became of 16548. The strangbr
,n vent away seemingiy satisfied.
y At ciosing tirne Srnikos waiked home
Il with bis littie gang, dhaffing wîth thern

la i broken Italian as they vent.
)_'At nightfall ho paid thorn a visit. Ar-ch-

[a angelo Zanata received hlm vith
-ebrotheriy fervor. These visits seeméd te
ýebe understood and appreciatod by the
ýemen. Thoy ail smiled expansiveiy.
e Srikes sat on the edge of the boneh

Yand ioaned oer te expiain the putrpose
ef bis visit. "Big wreck up west," hc
toid them. Tijeir eves dilsted greedily

rand they slid aiong their bondi te huddle
e coser te hlm.

"Nice cahonse," elabora ted Smikes,
"«one end ail broko in. Tee had. boys,
te see a nice van like that vith the end
ail broke in."

«Wle go ix!" they responded. They
jnrnped about making proparations,
Smikes srniled, at thoir childish gice.
«'Don't mako a noise outside," lbe varned
them, "and watch ont for the yardmen
and car repairers-and spotter!" This iast
word was whispered ominously, and the~y
,%%eit eut husbing each other.

Smikes waited thirty minutes, and then
opened the door te look eut. It vas
a black, enooniess night, and the snow
v-as cioaked with ceai duat. W%ýaitin.-
ongines chugged heavilv, and whceis
eeakcd rueftiily on the fresty rails.

Presently a sound different from these,
and evidently expected by Srnikes, came
to bis ears. J-e stepped eut and welcomfed
back the returning sextet and helpedi
thv-n with their burdens.

N<-xt morning, Mr. Speciai Service îiîa;
p;ti. Smikes another visit. Je -leas less L
geîîial in bis preiiminary reetiii-s

(Centinued on page -3).
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Angle Iras Iuamawotk
Every aivanlaed Trou ho

'ahaiybriced wuth Age
Iron on ecd aide. Angle Irons
boit together. Tlht. IGrauaryr
cannot collapse with aywlh-
of grain. Anytbtug 0 s oa
cyclone cannot blew It 0wu
S imple toecrect as au e r,
boite together. There as leot,
-boit hi the. sheet Moel.

Write Lor Our Blutrt.
dmecular.

"NeXt ouxiy Life Insurance, but
adequate Life Insurance in the f orm
moet nearly takiug the place ef the
househoid provider vues bis supporting
cane is removed."

That is to say-take MONTHLY
INSURANCE> the ideal of protection.

INCOME

Safe-regular--dependable -permanent-at-
matic-there are a hundred arguments for MONTH-
LY INCOME INSURANCe.

The Great-West Lif issues this plan on most
attractive ternis. Send for a fully descriptive
pamphlet just off the press. Observe the rates,
the.comprehensive provisions and the liberal arrange-
ment whereby beneficiaries are given the advantage
of the Company's high profit-.earnings.

The Great-West Life Assurance
Ce
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Whcn writing advertisers please mention The Western Hlome Mcntily.

sire unequalled for bowl -or-bed cu!-li
ture.
The Carter catalogue and handbook-
«"Bulbe--lluatratesansd- deacribea the.
cholceat vanteties of Tuilps. .Narclasus.
Daffodils. Crocus, sud rnany éthe rIt
listea aill-kuewn -fayorltes %pd many
exclusive kinda net te b. had *levhere
Cornplirentary cepy on requent. Write
for It -te-day.-

13SL King St. East Toront.o
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