" ter should be treated with contempt.

3

I do:
not so6 read the constitution. I understand
the constitution and- the décisions "of the
Judicial Committee of the Prlvy Couneil as

‘establishing this—that, where rights - and

privileges are taken away, the duty of the

. restoring. of them rests with the Governmens
- and Parliament of the Dominion. Therefore,
_ it becomes: of the most vital importance to

know what rights and privileges have been
taken away and how they can best be re-
stored.’ .

Mr. LAURIER. He‘lX‘, hear that is the

_ very point.

_taken away.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. 1 think so—
what rights, what prjvileges, have been.
A privilege may pot be a
ri"ht but, under the constitution of the coun-
try, I do not gather that any broad distine-

-tion -is- drawn -between' the .rights and the
- privileges that were enjoyed and that were
,taken away. Were our delegates to assume,

in spife of the judgment, that they were to
go on without reference to the feelings of
or desires of the minority ? I think not. I
thbink that thé duty devolved upon them,
knowing the decision that had been- given
and thé terms of the imstructions they had
received, to deal with this matter in such a

” way as would, at all.events, put the question
" - in a pesition’ that the rights and privileges

that had been withdrawn from the minority

- under the Act of 1890, should be restored.

:

. : I cannot help thinking that. any person, dis-

passionately . regarding- this question, will

- ceme to the conclusion that it would be iwm-

possiblé that they should. go further. than
they did in reference to this matter. What
were their suggestions for the settlement of

- fhis questlon ?

Legislation shall ‘be. pa.seecr at the _present

" .session of the- Manitoba legislature to " provide
that in towns -apd.villages where there are resi-

dent, say, twenty-five Roman Cathole children
of schocl age, end In cities Where {here arg,
say, fifty of such children, the: boeard of trustees
shall arranwe:that such children shall have a
schpol-house and school-room for their own use,

* where they may be taught hy a Roman Catho-
- lice tnacher, and Roman Catholic parents, or

guardians, say, ten in number, may appeal to
the Department of Lducation from any decision

. or neglect of the board 'in respect .of its duiy

under this-clause, and the beard shall observe

and ecarry out all decisions ‘and directiops of the ™
. department on any such appeal.

I do not know how any-hon. gentleman who

- iy willing to restore these priviteges in the

slightest devree, can say there is anythmv
unreasonable in that. .

Provision shall be made Ly this legistation

‘that schools wherein the majority of children

are ‘'Citholics- should .be exempted from the re-
auirements of the regulationsgas' to rengious

- exercises.-
"I do pot think that the-strongest, opponent’

of the Bill would not say that the converse
of ‘this would. be- revoltmg That children °
shall' be compelled to-receive religious in-

struetion whlch ls in antagonism “to  the' '« |

wishes ¢f their parents, is what no man with
uny sense of justice would suggest.

That text-buoks be permitted in Catholic

schools such as will not offend the -religious -
views of the minority, and which from an edu- *

cational standpoint shall be satisfactory to the
z\(.vlsory board. -
Iu- other words they are to be ﬂrst-rate
schools, under the control of & body appoint-
ed by the government of Manitoba, in order
te secure-a high order of -education and-to
nake it certain that they shall be ‘as effi-
cient as the other schools_of the province,
but that pwv;si(m shall be made that there
shall be nothing in the text-book to -offend
the religious suscepnbn}mes of the Roman
Catholics. :

Catholies to have xcpresgnmtlon on the . ad—
visary board.-

Now, Sir, T may say that *the smooth work- '

ing of the Educational Act of Nova Scotia’ is
due to the reason that, without providing
separate schools by law, it has yet practi-

‘cally met the wishes of both Catholics and
Protestants in° Nova Scotia, has been the ~

fact that the Council of Public Instraetion
ig the-government of the day, and, as the
Roman Catholies are always represented in
that government,; it is impossible to have
any. regulations or arrangements made that
are not satisfactory both to Roman Catho-
lics and Provestants. This simply calls for

a recognition of. the same principles, and -
that on’the advisory board Roman Catholiés. -

shall have a representative. The appoint-
mernt of one single Roman Catholic on this
board of eight er mne members 1n all that
‘would be required.

- Catholics to have r(mresentatmn on the baard

of examiners appeinted 'to e\a.mlne teachu‘s_

tor cextiﬂcat‘es
I am sure that no person will ior a single

-moment object to that.
1t -is also clabmed that Cathoh(.s sh-:uId have'

assistanée in the maintendmces of normal schools
for the educaticn of thelr. teachers.

1 do not see any reason why they should not

be given.the means to give -their teachers. -

P

just as high an education as is secured by "\ -

ai_tendmpe at the Protestant schools.

" The existing system Of permits to mon<quali-
fied teachers in Catholic schools to be continued

for, say, two years, to enable them to quality,
and 'th\,n to be entireiy discontinyed. .

“ihat was found neccssary. by the eireum-
starices of the case; in’ which a number of
_persons who, perhaps, would not be able to
pass the examinations at this moment re-
quired -of Catholic teachers, might continue:
to teach, if they compliéd with the other re-

quu'etnents of the law, thh reference to‘

qualifications..

In all other’ respects’ the schools at which .
.Catholics attend to be public schools and .sub-
ject to every provision of the -Bducation Acts
“fer the time being In force in Msanitoba. s

‘-



