
CANADIAN HOME JOURNAL

>411<

't

ig the Coinmonplace

S HIINDLAY, Ospringe

2Wellington County Wo-
tute Convention beld in

Iph, D2cenil)ber iast.

te choose this subject by
y heariug my friends en-
s lot of some eue whohad,

Along this line of triumiphîng over
the homely', but very realI, trials of
everyday life, I don't thinik 1 can do
better than quote Pearlie Watson's
school composition on "Truie Great-
iiess," takeii frem Nellie McChing's
deligbtful book, Th Second Chance."

"A person can neyer get true great-
ness by trying for it; yon get it w'ben
youi are niot lookiing for it. It's iiice to
have good clothes; it niales it a lot
easier to act decenit, but it's a sig¶i of
truc greatness to act wben yeu ha-ven't
got them, just as good as if you had.

"Oue time wheni Ma was a littie girl
they had a bird at. their bouse, called
Bill, thiat broke his leg. They thouight
they would have to kili bim. But next
norning they founid hm proýpped up sort
of sideways on his good leg, siinging.
That was triie greatuess.

««One time there was a woman who
bad doue a big washing and hiung it
on the Uine; the Iiie broke anid let it ail
de.own~ in the mud. But she didn't say a
word, only did it ail over again, and
this time she spre-ad it on the grass,
wb-ere it coffldn't fait, But that night a
dog witb dirty f eet ran over it. Whenl
she saw what was douie, she sat down
and didii't cry a 4it. AI]i gsaîd ,,,,:

monetonous at times, we do not need
to descend te the level of the homely
task. Wecan hriug the tasic up te the
level of our minds. Wliile we do the
oft-repeated cleaning and polising what
a chance we have te -thinlc of thse auy
books we have read or the lectures or
concerts we have attended, and what a
boon it is to have tume te tbiuk.

Another way we make our home-
making commouplace is by a Iack of ap-
preciation of thse proportionate value of
things. A miodel housekeeper very sel-.
dom is a good bome-niaker, Ïbecauise
she values spotless fleors and perfect
bouse decorations more than &,he does
people and their comfort. We must
learu that the people we bouse are more
important than the bouse. The wornan,
who is the centre of the home, mnust
go one step further, and realize that ber
flrst duty is to berself. If she neglects
'er ewn bealtb, in order that the bouse
may be kept faultlessly dlean, net ouly
she, but the whole f amily andl house are
going te sufer. 1 f she ueglects her
aippearauce ani accompli5hments thzt
the youuger members of tbe family may
be better dressed, and bave opportunities
for culture, she will reap fier reward ini
thle selfisbness and neglect of ber chil-
dren.

A woru.an wb wishes te keep ber
place as queeu of tbe berne, will find
scope for the exercise of the greatest
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