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no she* believed Jeeki's interpretation
of the visions, it seerned quite certain
that hier mind was void of fears or
doubts. She wvas sure that Alan was
about to becorne hier husband, and had
surnroned ail the people of the Asiki
to be present at the cerernony of their
miarriage, and incidentally of the
death of the Mungana, ýwho, poor
wretch, was to be forced to kili hirn-
self upon that occasion.

Before they parted she had spoken
to Alan sweetly enougli.

'Vernoon," she said, "I know that
you do nlot love me as I love you, but
the love will corne, since for your
sake I will change myseif. I will be-
corne gentie; I will shied no more
blood; that of the Mungana shall be
the last, and even hirn I would spare
if I could, only while lie lives I rnay
flot marry you; it is the one law that
is stronger than I arn, and -if I broke
it you would be rnurdered. You shall
even teach me your faitli, if you will,
for wliat is good to you is lienceforth
good to me. Ask what vou wish of
me, and as an earnest I will do it if
I can."

Now Alan looked at hier. There
was, one thing that lie wished above
ail others-that she would let hirn go.
But this lie did flot dare to ask; more-
over, it would have been utterly use-
less. After ail, if the Asika's love
was terrible, what would be the ap-
pearance of lier outraged hate? Wliat
could lie ask? More gold? Ife hated
tlie very name of tlie stuif, for it had
brouglit him hetre. He remembered
the old cannibal chief, Fali, wlio
like himiself languished a prisoner.
daily expectîng death. Only tliat
morning lie liad implored him to oh-
tain lis liberty.

"I tliank you, Asika," lie said.
"Now, if your wordsý are true, set
Falini free, and let him return to lis
own country, for if lie stays here lie
wihl die."

"Surely, Vernoon, that is a verv
srnall tliing," slie answered smiling,
"tliough it is true that when lie gyets
there lie will probably make wàr upon
us. Well, let him. let lir." Then she
clapped lier liands and summoned
priests, wliom she bade go ait once
and conduct Falini out of Bonsa-
Town. Also she bade tliern loose cer-
tain slaves wlio 'were of the Ogula
tribe, tliat they miglit accompany him
laden with provisions, and send on
orders to tlie outposts thatFalini and
lis party should pass unmolested from
the land.

This done, she beg-an to talk to
Alani about rnany miatters, however
little lie miiglit an swer lier. Indeed. it
seemied almiost as tliough slie feared
to let hirn leave lier; as thougli somne
presentiiiient of loss oppressed lier.

At lengtli, to Alan's great relief,
the timne came when tliey must part,
since it was necessary for lier to at-
tend a secret cerernony of preparation
or purification, that was called "The
Putting Off of the Past." Altliouzli
s¶ie liad been tlirice surnmiioned stili
she would not let liirn go.

"They calI you, Asika," said Alan.
"Yliies, yes, they cail mne," she re-
clid, springing up. "Leave me, Ver-

noon, till we meet to-morrow to riart
no more. Oh! why is mv lieart s0
heavy in me? That black dog of
yours read the visions that 1 suim-
moned, but might not look on, and
tliey were good visions. They show-
ed that the woman who loved you is
dead; they showed us wedded, and
other deever thinzs. Surelv lie would

wliat is there so strong tliat it can
snatch vou from rny liand ?"

Slie looked at hirn for a moment,
then, of a sudden, burst into a floodl
of tears, and seizing lis liand, threw
herslf upon lis knees and kissed it
again and again.

"Go, now," slie said, "go, and let
my love go with you, tlirougli lives
and deaths, and aIl tlie drearns beyond,
oh! let my love go with you, as it
shaîl, Vernoon."

So Alan went, leaving lier there
weeping on lier knees.

During the dark hours tliat follow-
ed, Alan and madness were not far
apart. Wliat could lie do? Es cape
was utterly impossible. For weeks
lie and Jeeki liad considered it in
vain. Even if tliey could win out of
the Gold House fortress, What liope
had tliey of making tlieir way througli
the crowded, tortuous town wliere,
after the African fashion, people
walked about ahl niglit, everyone of
whom would recognise tlie white man
of wliom ail were talking, whetlier lie
was masked or no? Besides, beyond
tlie town were tlie rivér and the
guarded walls and gates, and beyond
tliem open country, wliere they wouhd
be cut off or run down. No, to at-
ternpt escape was suicide. Suicide!
That gave hima an idea; why sliould
lie not kilI hirnsehf?

Alan paused in lis walk up and
down the room, and looked at Jeeki,
Wlio sat upon the floor witli lis back
resting against tlie stone altar.

"Jeeki," he said, "tirne's up. What
arn I to do?"

"Do, Major?" lie replied witli af-
fected dieerfulness. "Oli! ihat quite
simple. Jeeki arrange everything.
You rnarry Asika, and by and by,
when you master liere and tired of
lier, you give lier slip." t

"Look liere, Jeeki, you old scarnp,
I arn sorry for you, for you have been
a good friend to me and we are fond
of eacli other. But just understand
t'his, I arn not going to marry that
wvoran if I can lielp it. It's against
my principles. So I shall wait tili to-
morrow, and then I shahl walk out of
this place. If the guards try to stop
me, 1 shaîl shoot tlier while I have
any cartridges. Then I shail go on
until tliey kili mie."

(To be continued.)

THE INDIAN AND HIS HORSE.

A SPANIARD 4was riding a tired
old horse in a honely part of

Mexico. By and by he met an lindian
mounted on a fresh, strong, younig
horse.

Let us excliange horses," said the
Spaniard.

"Certainhy not," replied the Indian,
"for yours is not nearly so good as
mnine."

The Spaniard, who was arrned.
then seized the Inidian's horse bv
force, and rode away on 't. The poor
Inidian followed, and, as lie was a
capital runner, managed to keep up
with the thief. Tliey reached the next
village together, and there the lIndian
loudly complained to the chief maLyis-
trate of the shamneful way in whidli
lie had heen treated. Wliereupon the
Spaiiiard coolly said that the liorse
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was nlo witness to prove
ant was riglit, tlie magis-
bout to dismiss the case
idian said, "The horse is
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Mf his cloak and threw it
)rse's liead. "Now," said
:ye is hie blind in, the rizht

t eye, to be sure," replied
1.
ýu are wrong," said the
drawing the cloak, "for lie
rîeitlier."
le rmagistrate decided that
lon2'ed to the Indian. andl
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TORONTO HOTELS

King Edward Motel
-X'lreproof-

Aceommiodation for 750 guesta. $1.50 Up.
Amnerican and European Plans.

Palmer- Houige
200 Booms. 82.00 up.
>Ainioa and European.

ONTARIO MOTELS
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A&merloan Plan, $5.00 Up,

AÂomonmodation for 2 00 Gue8ta.

The. New Russell
OTTÂWA, CANAXiA
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European Plan 81.508 to 8.50.
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