
PLEASANT 11OURS..2

The won'an trted to rutise hersoit, but
<a-il ba,'k, &saytlag. ', tua't, iiennie, boy.
l a i t' O laite."

.Tuo, lutte. aaother. why It'a oui>' nooai.
1 h id itiat 5oid my loat moraîing paier,
wtaéti the awéUi chaip stops. pata tub on
the lucata. andl pualic'a thia mnny Int my>
haini. and Coas off botore 1 coulal say
tanks ; tako a aup of thia ton, nauller. it

%Vlll beip you nmre."
Again the vomn trted ta riae. but foul

bjatk nut a maan. "[ t'a too lato. Jlcnnie.
1 amn gong avray."

- alne, away. but ynaa 'vii taka Nettle
laid ame with you. mother."

-"No, Ben, you musat tako care a-f Noîtip
M.aybe Cod viii holp you. I wlah 1 bail
taugit >ou. I ubeal ta kuow whcn 1 Was
a g ri. But It meema so long ago ;s
I,,i.g aga. I forget naw. but tlioy salai.
Ga.oi 'vas 9aod."

"in't warry, anothor. l'Il hunt for
God,. andl fInal him. Ho will ho sure ta lia
ga-sia to Nettie, becauso alle liait suc-h

pi tty> hair, everybodv Ilkota bier. But do
ta',e a drink of tbis tata. Mothor ! another!
lont go to slepp tli you have hadl soma
ot tii lovaI>' toast 1"

TRière 'vas no araawer this time. anal the
littlai lad. tboroughly frightena:d. flew ira-

*fa the next roorn. where a 'vornan 'as
biasily eragaîgou at the wash tub, andl
ba'gged ber to corne ln and sce lits mother.

Hastil>' drying ber banals, site foiloweai
htm, and bending over the anattreas., Raid,

" Your anotier la (fondl. Bon. atarveal ta
aieaah. I recicon. She workcai 100 liard
*keeping you youagsters deceat. Dear

inn kOwh iat la ta become of yau bath;
uil your filac 101<. 1 gaaess YOD 'vili bo

pîut ln an orphnn asyluan. It'a for abi
like fas you."

Thoi 'waman'a loual voica awoke thé lit-
tic- sleeper. andl sitting up, she glanceal
flirt at the atill face af her mother. then
aacOang Bens frighteaed look<. commiencied
sabbiuag pitocuBl>', crying,
'"lalt me. Bennie. taire me; I's

!wightened. I Ila."
Thie lad took ber gentiy ira bis arima.

andl scothcd her. then ahoweal ber the
feat andl toid ber ta ont ail she coulal.

The next fév d:ays were aad ones ta
tRie cbiidren, though neither realîzeal what

11. meant. Thie neighbours 'vers kirad In
'baiir way. notifying tRie authorities. andl
allowing Nettie t.0 plaY ln their rooms,
whist Ben w-,s aeiling bis paliers. At

nigbt, the lad 'voulal bush Uhe lonci> chIld
ta aleep, teliing lier nlot te fret. brother

IBen would taire care of ber.
And nov Il. 'vas Chriatmnas Eve. Ben

Ihurrical homo wçitb a 'varan ne'v hua andl
a large or. nge for Nettie. He bail done
hi ig dnay's business. Nat only bal hée
soldal] bis papiers. but twa gentlemen had
empioyea l lm ta bolal tiîolr horsea. one
g1ring him a dIme. tbe o'hber a quartar.

The unacîlli lad dptermined te taire
\ettie oaa:, after their frugal tea, show

lier the bright store windows, andl buy
lier a pair of warrnm iiti; vith thie quar-
ter. But Jqst as tbey: finisheal ton. boi'>
stops 'vere heard on thei stairs. andi with-
out eoremon>', a tall mon entereal. sayinat.

'WeliI. yoaang uns. I guéas you knawm
I'm the landlaral. eh'? Yeti musat get out
of thia, for I've ronted the place. I'm
sorr'> for ye. but 1 can't help IL 1 T aon't
'vant ta bé bard on ye. aeing bt's Christ-
mas Uirne, sa tbere's a nicirie for ye. Put
at in ynr poc:ka't. lad. Vou bail botter
ask itanm la knows. anal get the gi put

ina a gala' home. TheY're for jist sich as
lier.',

Poor Ben stacal lilté one atazeal. iiatenfing
t:> thé man'% retrentirg fq3atstep. Ail
iboUghts af tho store wlilows; -antsheld
tram bisa rinal. as hé tbouught of the man's
nvord abolit Iltie virls' ho)me." Coulfi lt
le pos-ible that the>' 'oulal taire Nettie

tram hlm ?
"*No. for I pru)tnseal iother ta final

(lod.f" tboupbt the lad.
nWi, bail botter start now. betare that

mon tells anyone abont NePttie."
Hastllv tylng tiear few things ln aIbiaudis, ho wrapped tho <'bilai up as warin-

iy »s Dossible. anda quietiy cn.rrca br
atoenstairs.
The six a'clorl belis 'vere riraging;

crowdo 'vere bau.'rylng ln ail dirertions.
4 few flaktes of ligbt c.mow woe flontinc
fireamly ln the air- 13ut the cbllran
noticed notbing. as they bnrrIed alorg.
Sometirés lion 'vaulal taire Notta- Ira
lits &me But it 'vas bard 'vort for tl.
lad. and iaha wus tha.nlrfnl ta put bier alavu.
Preimtly they turne ltint a quiet ttreet
and tmv standing Ibefore an botpl. a
farmTu"m wbaggori. filld 'vitb eipi>' bar-
rel& -- l&muUy retarng ren mirieL

Qili as a flasth thé boy crept1 Into the
wnkgran, anal novoal thie barrais. aal:ng

u-ooai, tor two ta ait r:oafrtabiy. thon
lifting Ne:ttle up, ho cttaai lied ln beside fier.
ta'arraitgîng file baîrreis. aranklng 11. im-

> 1 sh'e ta: o sec n 'nka hi<bl
Wliero N %véa raing -akdtecid

litusla, de:îr you muan't t.ulk We are
xoing ta flula Coal 1 pa'omiaod rrOtlitir 1

Yas, 1 gaceas so ; mother lana-a hlm
long ago. 1 gîicas ha iiv:a ln tRio country'.
catuso If lic livoal in tRie ctty, vo 'oulal
hnve Eeen m"

In a 1ew minutes the tansiaspoctIng tai'-
mer rarmé out, anal cslling rheerl> te bis
borspe, tli> stprtoul off nit n ;:ontio trot.
and the chuîdren c'urled: sniagly up, 'voro
soon fast a'Ifa:'p

For nonrny ivo iaours thev alept, thc
boae, contiraulng théir sieaaly trot. At
iengtb Bea was awaiaoneai b»' the larmier
jumping down. staanping lisa feot. andl
s1-lping bits ha.ndat bogother. Thon the
clang of a heat-' gata'. anal the crtanch.
orurach. ai thie snow utiaer thea man's foot.
talai lion tlioy 'vare alonn.

Pcoping o'er the w-iggnn. ho suiv a
largae iran zaté. vlich led Inta the
grounda sairroun:ilng a goad almoal bouse.
Hastily go ting dovra. ho aise passeal
tha-augli aRia gatoiva> The moan 'vas
shining nov. anal thé boy espioci over ln
a corner wliat loanked l iko a lIn>' liuse.
Haastening acroos the unbroaon snaw. ha
pîished open thie door, andi loaked ln.
Thon, 'vith a quiet iaugli. ha liurrted bacir
ta bbc waggon, andl lifteal 'the stili sleep-
ing ahid niaI, wilîsperlng aronti>'.

'Oh. whiat f un a aicar little bouage juat
big ena-ugl fo laias twa."

He strurgiod arroa the sno'v agaba
'vith bis lîttie burden. anal placpti ber
gentl>' on the rurtic bench which ra
round the bouse. liordly bail ho dane ana.
when lie hoard thie bearty iaiagh of a
man, anal peeping out, he t3aiw n floda ot
liglit stroam tram theé aida ontrance'oaf
the lio-B. The tanner atepped Inta
vlewî. saylflg.

IWeil. good-n'lgbt, anal a mérry Christ-
mans ti yau ail, l'Il brtng tliom apples
next wefk."a na dava thb(' patlivay lio
came, whiatling nier-ri>'. anal the bous-e
deor cloaa'd 'vitR a bang.

Tl guess tbam folks Up there are nice."*
ibaugh' the lad, or that mnan woildn't
have coane out so happy. anal wisbing
thrn a. mri-iy Cbhristmias. I won~de--
maviil 11sl-T vl ask betore Nettie
'va ies up huagr."

Wit one look to make qaîlte saura fliat
abe 'vas faqt osleep. the lad slippld Q'iet-

1>' out. anal basteneal ta the door the far-
mer liat just left. Ben pulleal the bell.
andl board 11. go clanging throlagli the
bouse, bis heort thumping s0 henvilv.
thât 'vien John. theo loatman, opencal the
door. bie couid hara:ly 9a3P Out.

Please. sir. doca God live bere"
"Now. spe bore. young inan. none of

tbat nosense- If you 'vant soactbirag ta
cuit, asir for It. m.y anisis nover turnat
arayono awiay liungry froni thesê doOrs.
but I don't 'vant any make-belOlei!."

"Please. sir. I proaniseal mother ta taire
Nettie ta Goal, anal 1 tbaugbt lia mirht
liv boere,. se I Just asirea 'çhtiat aile 'vas
Elcmalng."

",Whlat ina the 'vorild aire YOD taiking
abouit. anal xvba laNettie '

"My sester. she fis nsicep, ont thpe."
"Otît li the snou', do vou meana?"
"*No. lra that little bouse dawn ira the

cerner. But piaso. sir. don't taire lier
awauv froni me. rnal put ber Ira a -Gl-
Home-' Sbe'd alio Ilié mather. andl se
wnlti(i T '

"Ira the sianrer baouste. tati acan. Soo
bore, boay. If Yeti are ilig ta rae. I'Il-T'li
-nover mind. but I utIl. Now carne n ith

me." anal !ogether they crasser! t. the
surmor bouse.

".Haasýh." said: the lad. -:ion't 'vako lier.
sho 'vilie o o ungr>'."

*Weil, l'm blest! I do deriare !" sald
John. as hoe gazel "r'om one te- th" Otha'r.
"Y'oi stav ber-. boy. tiii I go andi spen'k
ta tnçsls" Thon be vanisheal. blowirag
bis nase like a trumopet as hoe bua'ried tri
the heureO.

John had liveal as lootinan to Mams Irwin
tar niany ytears. Ho- coulai reaneanhr th-,
('hristnia3 lime 'vben brilif ILht.q
fia--édl tram ever>' ro*'m. anal tiiiLhtr
anal musir eqinea ta 1111 evers' t'orner of
the bnaasp. But two yeas ago th.- angel
of dasath bail reflbeal thb bits-. not nnlç
of the hushaina andl fnthor. biat aise ni
the ynunZ lite must bualding into beantl.
fui WG,11.anbood. Since that time the

bouse liad taen fthrnu'lcal In glnOba.
Ilouîrt asal bi o f ahe cllil4'FS 'vtiOw
&;wa mcd a'onaîli-t.b atuaîna'a:.

*Coma:' ln." id a iuai %ela-e, ira ains'i'r
t.. John's tnp ti thé dnor. anal vittR quaiaet
ro'iereuit stopls ti'- main entai-ts thea stutilY.

No liigit but thâat matie% by tite lire -no
haarning. ind lais th la m aes played idae
anal Feük %vitit eari ollior. tbey cent 'veird
allaiton's ln eiery corner ai thé banda-
sonuel> ftrniaaba-a r-oom.

-"Pleatie. ma'amr. tRier te a lad bem-. aial-
Irag for CM-". lie'% s, palie anal sait lookr-
Irag. anal has Rinir Iiiae thea chilld .Ioaua
hîniaitl. ana'am."

* Weail, John, fet thom. 1 'vil fno
chîlld ta go baungi'> frnm this hou.""

IPleag. nai'aim. ttant'. nat ail. Thera"sq
a littia girl, toci. out lui tRie saumnier heurse.
fast asiceep. I dora't ianow 'vînt ta do 'vîbi
thern. It'a rnast toa late ta turn tha'm
atirif"

"A uittle girl, John. alli vaitn ua>. out
ln the sommer house ,!" anad tai' a moment
P, look of inta'rest laaahed Into thé 'vo-
man's fre

'Ye.a. ma'an. Won't yoii neo thom. anal
tell iou what ta do ?"

" Weoil, bring tlîem la In i. 1 tlîInk
vot nnd Mary coulai attend ta them with-
oit(t troublitng me :but 1 'viii ate themn."

Ia a fev moments; bath c-hulI'rera 'vre
stanading ln tRic varrn bail. lookbng crm-
plotely dazasi. Nei'ér Meta bai lI thov
seen suri a place. As frat. lrwin su-ont
dovra the stairva>'. Nattiasq littho bandl
clutcheal Ben'a na'rvoaisiy.

WRiat a pactuire 11. vus. the beautifail
bail. with theo tvca pooriy ciad cbiidren
standing bandl in band : thea tatel>' lady'
wlth hier ha'avy crape drouas. haragli ln
sombre lds araunal ber: tha aid footninra.
bis faa- ver> roal v»iuR hlowing lis nase
violently evony few seconds . anal Mary.
th,, houserca pr. bat the back-izroaind. thc
tona atreating down ber Icini fa'e.
which aie wicd'ith the corner of lier
apron.

11. 'as Nlettie 'via lrat braite the
ai leaiçe.

.Oh, Bennie. Ie, fwlrhtenea.l, 'se
fwighténcd. I 'vant mazer."

Ira ail Instant, likt a ofi h iightnlnz
on a darir sultry nigbt, laits. T'-'vin'sl face
it tir>, thia oves Teat their steely. ret ex-

presqion. anal tho motherhi of a tRe -0--
man burst forth.

"0of course yott'ro f nigieneal. <bar
John, Mary. tybat do you aneain. standing
there gazing at t'sc colal. huangry>. littie-
once. Tako thrn Mary. gîte taera a
'marin bath. Susan wIll help Y-ou Tholn
ti.ey must have a liglit supper. anal bc,
palt t lied. Don't bite a manient." Thon.
turnirg ta John. bier 'vbaie face aligit
witii nernolis excitCraiOrt. aile saai.

WhaIbt liian lI. John ?*'
"A little alter nine. anakam."

The stores 'vili beoapsra ti11 midraigit
Go anal get a raady-anadc miafit far thie
laid. I cu rr-rngc for the littie girl.
Tiere musit b'l toys. ')on't forge-t a doli.
John. You aa clîos for thc boy. anal

catnaIlls." The tears wa'ro slîining ln the
fine oecs nov,. thc lirait for many a mrintlî.
andi Jlohn's vaire 'vas husky> as ho replia'a.

"Ill riglit. ma'am. 1 viii got themn
things If 1 hm'.-e ta get tRie folks 011t af
lied te uait on me. Pica8e Gol. 'me sa-iI
bave a merny Christmasa."

Atten thé ridrean 'vre tucirea anaigi>'
up ina bcd. Mèr. Trwin openeai a large
cRiest ira widl iere treauuured mary
things 'vorti b>' her avra chilal. anal took
tram It aei'erai 'varra' dresFps anal tnder-
garmnents. anal as she k'nrlt before thuit
chcat, tho floual-gate of ttars apena-al. andl
'vît aaftened heart &he tLariledl Goal for
acnding someiiag te MUI ber heart tint
Christmnas Eve.

3irs. Irs-an hurraed dou-nstairs wha>a
site herurd thie Riorse andl b..gij stup at thle
aloor. anal roaund John fatal>' loa.lal 'vith
parcels, anad thie place ail ailght. for Mary.

nit a wounaii a quaick ' tinct. feit that
licr inisiress 'vaula waah for no more
ciarla:rasg.

.Noabing 'vas for-gottera. an.] Just as tbe
hast aritiale 'vas plaaced ariA> for ta-mur
roi- s surprise. the great hail cloak struk
the antdniauht bour. anal nlitressanl scr-
vanta exciangeal maid gretiags as they
separateal.
* i I Vas à, p.-i'ect bbtaaDiay. the
a'haldrcn 'vere asake qiaito <amI>'. At -'lght
a*clock the>' 'vre n.'a'ly ilr- s* 4el. anal stt-

-ting ln tRie hausu'-keel>aor's prIvato nuaum
betara a blaz.rag log fine. Bon vas véory

-qauiet, but the, InmVs wholc ho-art sooemol
shbning Ina is large c>-cs. but Nopttie
chlattereul awr'> Ilic a anagpio.

"LToa. Benrale. Isn't m> doeu Ma-'f'

Stoica il. li'hliC'p. It'g ro "sfi T homp
mq,%'.r basi owe. ,. 1 lien.* ni ) lot
1aaôr%' iIt' thilaa the tii.rt aottiai
burat itito sîag PieinuiInx n taa.~ oilov
01 iiaieari e îat, thei clitninet' ttha' taweet
eitialia '.ult w'vulti r tan oi. tllins

overy corner uft1he' mont wli tlagter.
i>rasna y a i nasale of skirin aiti Niria

Ir-in atood ln thio doorwuiy Instlnrtivsly
the etllala-an stooti tp cazInKn at hç%r witb
Wiaio-op<oi cltidati eyna. Thon Nottim.
with outâtrfftcae; hanla rau ai huar. oa.v.

ing.
' lk>od mornlnit. Mmai lod. uo iladoul

voit ; mozer talai Ii:nlé ln.-
I amn nnt Crïd. littie one. lat If yo'

-ii. voit anad Ben ghliti %av î"rlth me,
pa'rlaps wt, aall nd (la-d t cother"*

The e!iidrtn'ai fo% a-41 ai ttia
salfrl b>' tha' wiîoja lintit haîla. tin'~if aI t
tin Ntrz. !rwin cri lit anav t> aahe a
few Bleont tears. thé>' %v-re flot ni'aotlier
gad ones

,As ei'a'ntn; rrprached. anad thai elli
drian 'ver ttrnd with cla'. Ma"q Ir-in tncit
Nettie 0) ! et ha p. :and 'Ai.! a kin-1Y liaaad
on Denias rariy ieana ais ho rat on lài stoot
boside hër. nia told of liii aliothrr'a
atrtigglo and death. of, hiat frar tha.t Nottio
woaaid ho- tiltea froua bilm. of the utolen
rideo. aind or fInnd n.- the sunîiimer boumé.
and the Inu endfild b>' rui I:ag.

1 do wis4h meuher )r.I ',
1 tri;s'. tri% bot. th 4 ynti wili grnw

Into an eanal s. 1tas f. m.n-. ach an
nothpr w-,t. i haie beraî 'ory protal1 of.'

eaid %trs. iraýin-
il 1 i try liard. rna'atn. Inuloor 1 wvi."'

On the folloiving Tu, xlt.. V'a:rtner
Jone's rame ib tha' hrntin wili thr a-jp1os
anad ifrntold the itnry of thi :.tn'p ride.
Thae clailcren rnaa' ail Ph-. la f.aiifd 'vitti
hii. ainai *?%- htat-hie-rtot mn n land a fille
piro-î.s; m t..tian ln hi- (yl l. a% hc de-
riared. *I t waaq thie beat day's tiness
ho lii ever done."

Tor'onto.

A BOTS JDEA OF PIRAYZR
A lit: la lad unae keepinr lis sbovp on

Sunday rzaorping. The I)lus iorle ringing
for a rvîtn it tRie chura'h. nil tit peopio
woa-e mon. oer the I;lacîi wbt'n flic UhtJo
fcllow borgnn ta thIink tuait ho. Inn. would
like to îaray ta Codl. Btut what coauld ho

ay>') for ho- baild nover iu'nrnnd any
pra>er. Iio'ieîar. ho knrait down anal
commenea tbf- atlhabet. A. B. C. 1). ana
sO on ta Z. _% gentle'man hnapoaalng tin
pras on the o-ht r aide of the bedRa' board
the ind'a i'aiao. andi loaking tliroaagh ti

btushes, snw the littie fellaw kaneeling with
folided hands andl cinsed eyea, saying Uic

fi 1. C'a.
What ara yoli doing. rny littia unan ?'l

askaed theo Cent ia'rin kindi>'.
Tho, liti,' lait Irokeal up.

Pleawo. air. 1 was pa'aying."
Blut w'lat are you fia) Ing yoair lettera

for1'
.. %Vb'y. 1 doa't icnow an' pr-tayar. only 1

toit ta mny hpart thait 1 'va ntod nad t.
ta ke care oftm annd anal p me ta tak(' enro
af thie sh":p. se i tlaeaaght If 1 anidall ïd
knen-. bc wouid put lit togorlior fnd npoli
aIl litat 1 ivantei."

I3iolss your horr an> Ilttio maon. ho
'viii! lit- 'vit. Wi.on the- heaa't speJaki
riglit. tha' lips can'r gay wrong.»

1 hoi praayer that goëna up to hcayean muet
crme ftrm tlc hart.

KEEP A OLEAM' ?'TO!UTIT, BOYS.
A d:at*itig-,i.hd mllieor ma)%. loi ra-

solta'.i çailan 1 w s a ci. i d ne'î r a1 siaa a
,word 1 coulal nai pn"nour,.ta: b. f.,rus my
ano1h. r.- Ife bê. .,% ao.I~,.. nd

ho amo a prem.: a.no.,se. I...i.aurotd
ga',t: .. aii. 111'. ruéO and tz.air.1pIa air

XçOrth>' of lani>itlara.
Boys reaalIy iearn ri clnsa of iaw. ruluir

<'xTr's-r. .hit. 1. air-' na'Ter he.r'l in ri'-
sp' tabla cir .. ':h lu m.ast are of the

UaaaM .11'~ cai'y .,Cra..et lt. 01
c. .se. no z~.e thanLAi O-f r.z.s Arb aaIlng go

~ .. t.a- J o t:,.l4 pt',. We ararinot
In.à . .'ec. t pg.rI .mn '.s he

1oa nat utar bc'oro ber father nd
ma-ther.

'-.i. hViararlti la th.,uih, b>' nome boy*
te ha' **mar#. *t. rioxl th nfl- t» ear-
lng. an 1 not uta 'vica-d tilbt à.li a
habit 'vh.ch 'e..de tr prnitanI.ty andl filmi
the t-ira wi'h o-i-l tbaghts. 11 Tt Vl-
gair. q anda "a'rrndai h a. au, na pro-
parel3 tha', 'vai for rnany af thea grosit aand

f"riq'tr w'vc(h nnfw cairrupt roclety.-
Tlý Chriailan.


