THE WE

mencement of our century, the newly rising [of our own time, that it proceeds on the!
party, called pietiets, begran to devote theni- ' prineiple that each sacred writer thinks and
eelves particularly to the interpretation of jepcaks nccurdmr' to tha epinit of his age,
the Bible, because they conmdered it as ne. ‘nud consequently must be explained ac-
cossary, and certamly not without reason, | cording tothat spirit®  ‘I'his inay also with-

to revive a zeal fur the aludy of 1t, wlichjout hesitation be piven as sta chief advan-

liad become very greatly dimumshed.  But, tage; although it canuot at the same tune
unhappily, this” party brought ratliar toa: be dented, that the prin-iple hes been oc-
much enthusuiem and too httle learming to cartonally carnied too tar, and that eonxe-
th.s subject, and this would necessarily mn. ' quently ijurious effects have now and then
part to their method of iterpretation a pe- resulted.  Such effecta are principally to be
cuhiar chiiracter. ‘s consisted i pressang . apprehended, srom the facibty with whieh
cach word of the text, until every dea, |1t nught so often be erronvounly assuuw o,
which by mere possibility 1t tnght contaun ' that the sacred wnters, in wany ot there
according to s etvn.ol gy, was torced ont; declerationg, m which the older theology
for, by tlus operation, the * prwygnantes HHund positive dovtrines, have been governed
sensus scripturw,”” to use their own hn.werely by views of thewwown aget Itmay
gnage, and the holy emphasis of its expres. aleo be a more unfavourable circumstance,
siong, which had heretotore been noglccled.]lhat no gettled principles have yvet been
conld alonebe receved m all thewr tuluess,  agreed on, whereby te define the bounds of

Had this been done according to a rea; this accommodating wethod of mterpreta.
gonable method, some real gam mnght por- | tion, although the subject had been warmly
haps have resulicd; but from that which disenssed for twenty vears, when Semler
was generally pursued, any advantage could, [gave new hte to the exetement m relation
i the nature of tungs, but very seldom be | to the senptural doctrine respecting demons,

SLEYAN.

Tho agonts em{nl!uycd have Leen crested
and formed by huim.  ‘They have groatly
difered as to distinguishang qualifications;
but have all contributed i the way ot hea.
ven to tho same end.  Ad mghty opera.
tions, though unnoticed i une seasam, pro.
pare the earth tor the flowers gud truts ot
the next, so guad men, comparatinely un.
heeded anld forgutten, have bern ¢l wen
matruments 1 the hamd ot God to prepare
s way.

[ the agents by whah Chrstamty was
successtuliy made known, and hae been
continued an the worll, unddst the *conn.
so}" and edorts of wen, Wl resolied e
gout the Giepel trom the earth, a«a “per.
Hous and pestilent supeestition,” divane
Provdence inostokugly apparent. In the
estmation ut the world, they were * bawe,
weahs and as wach despised O but they
brought to nought thinge that weree. The
wtmedate successons of the Apostles were
verredn of honor, prepared and wmret for
the Master's use, Whother they are con.
templated s muusters, op as apolnrniais

obtamed: and, 1 truth, the eflect must of.
ten have been injurious,  ‘T'hese expositors
unght have endeavoured, and sometitnes
with the hope of a very happy result, tode.
termine the whole eatent and the tull em.
phasis of an wdea mvohed s any word or
turn of expresston from the general or par.
ticular usage of language mthe Iible, trom
which alune confident conclusions could be
drawn, But, wstead ot tins, they generally
aux red merely to the etymological or grram.
matical connection, from swhich they deduc-
ed the strangest conclusions; without re.
fic g, that, in a multtude of cases, the
conventional, and the particular usage of
the sacred writers, could not have been-do
s~curately directed either by etymology or
gr mar

If, fur example, the apostles, by a lle-
braism, had used en instead of dwa, it they
had written, *4n the nane of Jesus,” instead
of “through the name of Jesus;” apeculiar
eraphasis was supposed to he in the particle
cn, expressly mtended by the apostle, be-
ca. . if tins were not the case, he could
as well have employed the word dia
When St. Paul says of Christ that he is
huperupsothers, (Phil. ii. 9y) the term must
express much more than the idea of Christ’s
exaltation in general, for otherwise the
apostle would not have added force 1o the
verd hupso-o by campounding it with the
preposition huper. But that the first jp.-
stance is nothing but 2 Hebraism, t
with respect to the other, it was a very
common usage with the Greeks, to.employ
such compound words nterchangeably with
the simple,* and in the very rame sense
with them, these sticklers for ecmphatic
phraseology would by no means allow, be-
cause such a concession would cowmpletely
demolish the whole foundation of their em-
vhasis. Tlus extravagant tritling could not
)ong contimue, and mdeed it weuld scarcely
have lasted to the middle of our own 2ye,
had it not been for a time assisted by the
countenance of some men, Who in other
respects were very reasonable and deserv.
edly esteemed, as, for ostance. the prous
and learned Bengel.  Yet this systetn was
we sooner dissipated, when some other di-
vines of decided reputation, £s Brnesti, an-
nounced themselses m opposition toit.

VIL Through tke eforts of these men,
and especially of the Jast named scholar,
hermeneutics came in the end to the forn
in which 1t is at present; or rather, it re-
ceived the princapal characteristics of wlich
it may now boast.

It ay with propricty be said of it, that, |
in the present day, by means of a mcerand
more fundamestal knowledge, it can acquire
muchgreater certamnty respecting the griun-
matical sense of scripture, and by eans

aud began by s “wconomicum  dicends
genur’ to explam it away.  But notwith-
stauding this, we may probably anticipate
more benefit hereatter, than we need tear
disadvantage. It was not altogether uwnna-
tural that interpretation, in the first joy that
it experienced i being freed 1 the fet-
ters of doctrinal divimity whihi it liad so
long cacried, should, with ‘the fechngs
which this must excite, have gone soe-
what further than necessity or propriety
justified; but, for this very reason, 1t may
be hoped with the more probability, that in
timo it will of itself becomne nght; andthen
even doctrmal divimaty will undoubtedly de-
rive the greatest advantages.—-Dr. G. J.
Planck; transiated by Dr. S. 1. Turner,
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BIOGRAPRICAL NOTICES OF TIUE REV. BARTHO-
LOMEW WERSLEY, AND OF THE REV. JOHN
WESLEY, 11]$ SON] GREAT=GRANDFATIER,
AND GRANDFATHER. OB THE LATE REV.
JOHN AND CHARLES WESLEY: BY Tub
REV. W. BEAL.

“Known uuto God are all his worke,
from the beginning of the world.”  \Vhat
we were accustomned to terin nature, provi-
deuce, aid grace, are but the developement
of these known purposes, and the manifes-
tation of God. As these declare untv us
“invisible thinge,” must it not be- cqually
the duty and the privilege of men to behold
the Divine Being therein?  Creation is the
declaration of Gud ; the disclosure of those
plans which previously oxisted m His inti.
nitely wise and benevolent mund; for «n
his book they were wntten, when as yel
there were none of them:” and these 1
material substances, constitute an nupor-
tant part of that temple in which the Crea.
tor ever lives, acts, and should be adored.
Men who thus regard visible thgs, wiil
not contemplate merely somuch brute mat-
ter, and variously combined substances;
but forms by and in wlsch are brought to
the senses aud mind, the previously existe
ing patterns and plans wherewn the “back
parts” of God are disclused.

«“Jle who made of one blond all natisns
of men to dwell on the face of the earth
hath determmed the tunes beture appunted,
and the bounds of their habitation.”  These
“appointments and bounds® umply buth
plan and design; or what we are uccus-
towed to term Providence.  Tlus unpor-
tant word rdeally stands for pre~vi<ion or
foresight, and pro-vision or supply. In the
special endowments of men, aund their dis-
pusal as totupe, place, znd circumstances,
for the work appuinted them to do, 15 nut

of miore enlarged lterary investigations,|the develupement of plan very apparest!
can throw much clearer light on the histo. ! Expecially 1n connexicn with the purpose

" nical sense than formerly ; that, at the same jof God i Christ and the Christian church,

titne, it has laid aside the prejudice, whichi* which s his body, the fulness™ and the,
had previously restrained it from payingimanifestation “of him who fileth all in.

Sty also were the witaesses clothed in
xacheloth, wWha prophecied when the gold
had become dan, and the mast tine gold was
changel.  ‘T'o the samn eud, and by the
e Providence, the wrath, purpeses. and
aventions of men were made to prame Ged |
~—the Craswles, tor example, and the tali
vt Constantmople : these events lod to the
dis persioit 01 v2huable knowledge i western
Europe j=the rise, alsn, ot the Flurentiue
chool Inthe house of Medier and the great
‘chage i letters to wineh tlus led:= the
mvention, at ths moment, ot printuny, and
the rapd  muitiphication of  boohs j—the
buwldig of St. Poter’s ;—the vork of ‘I'et.
zel —all, led the way to Luther, Melane.
ithon, and the Retormation; bv winch, as

itrom death, the church grose m her unght.

The hunoured names of the most con.
‘spicitong actors 1 Uus unportant cvent
Jhave been deservedly handed down to pox.
Jderity, and long anav they be remembered
by men!  But there were uthers equally
wortly, who laboured, sutfered, and pre-
pared the way tor thewr more distinguished
suvcessors, of whom but hittle is recorded
and knov.n.  How scanty, for example, are
-the inewonals which hive been transtnitted
o ux, ot that Deacon who, A p. GG, on
fug retarn froan Mahometan captivity, was
hopitably received at Mananahs, m the
north of Syra, by Constantwe, another
Chrstian m suffermg.  In the mormng,
when about to depart, the ouly way w
wiich the Deacon could reward hus kind
host was, by the gtt ot a copy of the holy
Seriptures.  Tius became to Constantune an
anvaduable gty and precious seed.  He
searched the Scenpture<, and they became
the power of God to lus sahaton. “The
blessuing he had found, he bhegan to male
known to tus neiyghbuurs,, and with great
effect. Asthe Lipistles ot Paul were lughly
valued by ths good man, and affectionately

commended to fus hearers, Constantine and‘

lus tollon ees were speedily known by the
term Paubiciang. P'heir encanies reported
them to be Mamchees: but Gibbon, though
not their iniend, dectares, “ The Pavlicians
sineerely condemued the memory and opn-
Jous of the Mamchman sect”  Mashern
‘states the same fact.  They ware severely
perecuted, you they grew and rapidly ex-
wnded.  From Asia Muner and the gast of
. Burope, they were denven towards th€west,
and were kuown as Cathan, a wond akin
to our Purdans,  Stll drven by antoler-
anee, therr represemauves fled o the yiens
ucar the Alus. and were proscribed un one
‘side ot thure mountains as Valicases or
“Waldenses, aad on the other ax 3lbgenses.
From thence they were Jumted w the ca-
‘vernis of the Mps, &c, where. as if wolves
and ot men. they were the jest vt ther
eneines as Turluping.  Sull regarded and
pursued as reptiles who should be trodden
under toot. they fled wherever they could
find & retuge.  In France thetr designation
and

as

little known ; and, where known, gewerally
1t hag been but tobe duhonoured.

Luther, and his noble sseocintes, etand
befors Wt i ghweing repata. Yot how few
have heand of John do W osalia, awd John
\Wesnelus (1t the Iatter s ot the ftwee
mne Latmsad) of Gronmgen, who wis
auce kuown and honoured as the * forerun-
nerut Luther™  Wessolus wae bornca. »
LB, travelld in the rast, bacame Ductor
m 1) vy, snffared foc the vtruth' and
diesd TS iy he day, Wossolug wae o
ceichrioed, actobn known as the =lightot
the warld " but that wlieh the most dis.
trgmshed hen, was his proparation, by hus
werka and mulloreigw, of the way for Luther.
Be thie great man some of the ‘works of
Weearlix were edited. and he geoatly com.
mended han ter e foacung and woeth.
By thie kindueecnt Lather, prncipally if
not only, the nane of \Weaselus has been
preserved fron pershing 5 vot asvntedly the
“chureh owes that i very much, and
should chorsh b wmemory, who could be
truly mpoken of ax the foferunnar of the
great Saxon Retormer. (e other fact in
reference ts Wesselus inay be noticed. At
the elevatim ut Sivrus the LV, to the Pape!
thronn, he bade Weaselua usk st his hands
same gitt, o modestly axpresssd his wish
and prazer, that the pontificats might be to
ix posspaenr a preat personal and publio
goml. “That" eaid Sixtus, “is my care:
ask momrthing for vourselt.”  # Thew, holy
father,” rephed Wossclug, *my requeet is
that from your Lbrary you won{d grant we
aenpy ol the Seripturos ® % That,”* safd
the DPope, “vou shall have; but, footish
man, why do not you ask a bishoprie, or
something of thy? sort ™ ‘I'he anawer was,
“Becauee 1 do not want such things.”
Like the latr Jubn Wesley, he was Asamo
unee lihrr, 2 pan of une ookl

The Reformanen, though sttended with
ttmghty changes, did not arcomplish all that
“mght have been expected, nor ‘main.

tam i« vigour. Wirh ull their faults we
jare greatly udebted to the Paritans, aad
the noble bany ot the Nonconformists, fv
-the preservaton of the lesding doeteings of
the Retormat-an in Brtain. ﬁut tho chil
,dren of these men Yenounced the faith, s
daj\artod fron the spinit of thew ..
*What 1s knowa go Methodiem (s term by
which the relisofl of Nanconfurmist Ming
ters was aiso known; Mr. Sandercook of
“Tavistock, m lns notce of Richard Saus-
.dors. A. M, who was rejected from Ken-
Jtisbeer, Davon, and whe died ot '[Yverton,
teports that he war one of those whe were
at that tme eallnd New Methodisly) how
duting the lant centiry effocted s g
rehange i Britam, the diroct and imndiredt
uperatrns of which sre wighty in our
churchoa; and from us and Americs, to
the most Jutant purts of the sarth. This
~gecond reforation® has placed the nane
tof the ke Rev. John Wesley very promi-
nently betore the world,  “The Centena
of YWealeyau Methadism,"” by our mmﬁ
Preaident, direstx more expocially the Wee.
levan teddy to those nawes and labours in
which they vhould vver glunfy God. Bat
there were ohiee Weasleys, 1n whots alen
“ind should be honeured; foas distinguish-
“ed, vet not tu be furgutten. By the world
ithey were dushoasured; but gs men of
learzang end worth, ae Christinn Ministers,
distangii<hed by ety the most exemplary
patienca, and resignation 1n circuméances
of great suflering, they are worthy of Jamt.
ning rematmbrame.  Phe writer is favoured
by being calle} o put tugether some frag.
.ments of the elder Wealeys, which he has
"carefuily gleaned; thut of these good men
a permanent record way bo found in the
i Wesleyan Maqanne. .

Tho Wesleya it i« stated by Dr, Clarks,
beheved their progenors came frn Saxo-
Whether the \WWomba, and Wesaelus
of Gropinzen, will jrive any countenance 1o
this op nton, 1% 2 guestion freely left 10 the
judgment of the resder. That the etymon
of the fandy name 18 found in the on

ny.

sufiicient attention to the spirit of the age
for which these writings were immediately
mtended ; and that, in fine, it has seized |
and applied this same spirit in a degree far’

all.”

From Eden to Calvary; from the period
when it wae said, “Go yento all the world,
and preach the Gospel to every creature,”

;was Trsscrands, srom their employ,
the poor men of Lyons.” Among these
‘persecuted tugitives, and remunants of exrly
churches, under different names, whoto
" Bossuet acknowledyges as “the theolugieal,

language, has more of cortainty. Legh,
“Jrghy Joea, and I-y, have Uwir cossmunon
arsgan i the Swn Leag; winch implias
“the extensive unplouglied fick,” «the un-
tilled panture ;' where

beyond what coul((l)d?ssibly have been done | tg this hour, Cxiu'islmmty has been, and 13,
in its earliest peri ithe great work and marifestation of God, " . = Tho lewing herds wind alowly oe the ide,”
It may therefore be given asthe dxstm-! and especially of his only-berotten Son:;cw:' :{w‘g::ccg l;",du:g,::rc';";}“?‘.i:‘i:i:::¥ ™ * wl ¢ ti’w K;e -
guishing characteristic of the interpretation “ My Father worketh lutherto, and 1 u’ork."]?ﬁmamnuy jound. It would be no difi-' wae ;:x':ow::c: . Bn‘!’:;'»f'no’roill Im'elaﬁh:

.+f not the natural, descendants of the L. yise

i

* The rensrk of De. Ilanck, that it wasaverycom-| ¢ The reeder iessqmneced ket in mind the imita. | CUlt task, 10 altempt $0 connget the gt of + When found in an elvvased »itustion, 3
won wiage wilh the Grecks, to employ compound woras | tiess slready laid down, iu ender L qualify the apuiica+} one lohtary copy ol God’s wofd by a suffer- uiﬂh ix the demgnation. 1t M di

y with the simpfe,” is by 1o means Beces. { Tion of this prisciplo—T7V. 4 .
. ’ ! ) ook Bred ta g Deacon to Lunstantine, with the lyghtjwas west, when compared w,
- “M‘??mkg’",w :quw h"(m;;h: . “uxhpra nui.c..:::odi tllzl & o Wickhflo:, M ,n-i " pe W iﬁﬂ:tw_uhr
wnnited ; the —-uhp’.“.-:..;:l.;ou.o-;ki{ M.zm‘hbh;‘odvh u&.::: ther, and which Jod 1o A . mh Rawme. the nnlh-lwyd
Robinson's Lasicon, from Wabl's Claiie. say romen have Sagootag . + - (4 Tansig Yet the Deacon and the ANPASTS it fpur comairy, places of thess or eimiler
B . . ) . : . - .
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