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Dgorrroxony IV, 7, 8, 9.

Tae responsibility, Fathers and Brethten,as you
well know, of nations and of Churches, is great in
proportion to their privileges and their profession.
The words of our text are tuken ficmn the solemn
charge of Moses to Isracl, indelivering to themthe
Jaw of God, and he enhances their obligations
not only by recalling to them the gracious and
merciful dealings of the Lotd towards them iu
times past, but in their present enjoyment of many
precious privileges and advantages. ¢ What na-
tion is there so great who hath God 20 nigh unto
them, as the Lord our God is in all things that we
callupon him for. And what nation is there so
great that hath statutes and judgmeats so righteous
as all thig law which { set before you this day.—
Only take heed 1o thyself and keep thy soul dili-
gently, lest thou forger the things which thine
eyes have scen, and lest they depart from thy heart
all thedays of thy life; but each them to thy sons
and thy sons’ sons.” And if, Fathersand Brethren,
this charge might be- suitably delivered to. the Is-
raelites under the privileges which they enjoyed,
how much mote forcibly onght it to come home to
those, upon whose day the light of the Sun of
Righteoumess hath arisen 7. and if it may afforda
suitable admonition to those generally whose lot
hath been cast in‘achristianage, within the sound
of Gospel trath, and within the reach of Gospel
privileges, with still more impressive propricty,
may it be addressed 10 us, who in these days have
beheld truth struggling with error, and the Kingof
Zion with the kingdoms of this world; and truth
going forth glorionsly conquering and to conquer,
:mder_t!ze banner of the Lord, in despite of every
opposition, whethicr of men or of the powers of
slarkness; The ct of the churchin the age
of the world in which we live, isin many respects
worthy of our most serious consideration. After
the first dawn and rapid diffusion of the christian
yeligion over the world—evidencing the quickening
power of divine truth—the Church, through pros-
perity and security, lapsed into carelessuess and
corraption, and a long period of darknees and irre-
ligion succeeded, ill the corruptions of the church
ahamed even the worldly and:were made in-
struriiental in the hand of God; for re-kindling the
slormant embets of religion and piety which smoul-
slered in‘the breasts of a remnant which the Lord
had yet'reserved to himself, and blowing them info
u flame-which overspread, enlightened, and puri-
ficd the'world. Dt a the naturl tendency of the

human heart is towards that whickis opposed to
the truth, watchfuluess has ever been apt to be re-
mitsed under the delusive nfluence of prosperity,
and corruptionsto creep insand thus for 2 tune past,
verging on, or 1n our own day,has the peace of the
Churches heen again casting over them the dead-
ening influence of a carnal security.

In Scotland, ult witlin but a few vezre,this tor-
por and insensibility had infected a large portion of
the church : nor had thove altozether escaped ital
influence who, entertaining evangelical views and
mourmng over the ersors and correptionsby which
the purity of the church wasstained, yet felt them-
selves so weak and their opponents so strong, that
they submitted with too little struggle, to evils
whtch they too readily despared of being able 1o
check : aud almost the only rwutual feeling which
hield these portions together, was a comon oppo-
sitton_to infidelity and dissent.

In England the watersarc beginning to be trou-
bled, and the result, although we may perceive
signs of the times, is yet among the hidden things
of God. Among the faithful sons of Scotland, ex-
ternal causes stirred up a godly jealousy in reyard
to gospel truth and their gospel rights and pri.i-
leges—rights and privileges about the importance
of which, till they saw themselveson the point of
being deprived of them, they had become too care-
iees and unconcerned; and they have thus been in-
cited to a more ardent love for the truth, and to 2
more firm and scripulous adherence to it. Principles
have been iuvestigated and placed in their proper
light, which heretofore were but undefinedly dis-
covered through the mists of a half awakened vis-
ion, and a keenness and searchingness of enquiry
excited, in regard o fivst and fundamental princi-
ples, which we trust will exercise a purifying and
reviving influence upon the church, for many azes
to come. The scales have been removed from the
eyes of multitudes, to sec an aspect and tendency
in things around them, which they had never be-
fore perceived—10 bahold a flood of evilsand of dan-
gers which had been inscneibly gathering around
them, to which they had not_herctofore imagined
themselves to be ezposed, and by which the cause
of the Redeemer was injured; and the glory of God
tarnished ; and to behold a course of ‘duty ect be-
fore them so plainly and clearly indicated, that they
could not but follow in the path which 1t called
upon them to pursue.  And impelled to make s
stund in defence of their churches, privileges, and
of their own rights as a christian people, multi-

tudes both of ministers and people,at the cangifice of

all clee, have been enabled nobly to r+spond to the
call which was made upon them, aud to continue

steadfast, annd many painful trinls aud obstacles.
fighung a good fight us soldiers of the Lord Jesus
Christ.  And, Fathersand Brethren, ought we not
to regard 1t as a privilege, that we have been per-

mitted 1o live in these davs of testifying for Christ
and for the purity of the fasth once delivered to the
Sciate, and contended for even to the death by our
forcfathers, in the days when God calied upon then
1o bear witness to the truth m the face of Kings
and of Princes, and aganst all the inahice and per-
sacution of the powers of this world, instigated by
the powers of darknese.  Nor have theiwr childten
been unsorthy followers in the steps of therr fa.
thers : theirs indeed has beena bloodless martyr-

dom, but one scareely less hard to bear, and as they
have suffered so we believe that theirs also will be
the taumph and the Crown. And what a cheering
sight do we behold, and what cheering prospects
dowe sce dawn upon that favoured laug'l What s
lively interest has been and is rapidly gencrating
in the cause of truth?  When was the doctrine of
Christ ever more faithfully preached, and the cause
of Christ more fanbfully advocated? When were
ministers more zealous, or people more devoted 7
When wasthe word everlistened to with mere sint-
plicity of interest and its power more mamfest in

awakeuing the church to its duty?  \When were
tndividual exertions and sacrifices, orunited endea-
vours in the cause of religian, ever greater or more
willingly made?  When did prayer meetings and
sabbath schools, and home nussions, and & eound
rehigious education ever more occupy or concern
the church? Or when were missions to the heathen
or other objects of benevolence and christian use-
fulness, beyond the boundaries of the land, so ex-
teasively and so ardeéntly engaged in?  When, in
fine, was the church in Scotla.d, more pure and
more eflicient than she now is, as represénted by
that branch which,contending equally againat evils
from witbin'and from without, has saenficed every
worldly advantage and distinction, that she might
adhere steadfast to the faith and discipline of "o
originn} standardsand constitution, and maintain
themn unimpaired, that she might hand down to her
sons and herson.* song, the privileges of herrulers
and of her people, alike derived by an inalienable
title from the rupreme and only Head of the church,
We, Fathersand Brethren,in order,as we conceived
it necessary, to maintain our cansistency and keep
a conxcience void of offerice towards God and men,
have fouad ourcelves constzained 12 withdraw {rom



