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LESSON,—SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 1907.
The Cities of Refuge.

Joshua xx., 1-9. Memory verses, 2, 3. Read
Num. xxxv., 6-34.

Golden Text.
My refuge is in God. Psalm Ixii, 7.

Home Readings,

Monday, Oct. 28.—Josh. xx., 1-9.
Tuesday, Oct. 29.—Num. xxxv., 9-34,
Wednesday, Oct. 30.—Deut. iv., 32-40.
Thursday, Oct. 31.—Deut, xix., 1-21.
Friday, Nov, 1.—II. Samw. xxii.,, 1-20.
BSaturday, Nov. 2.—Ps. xlvi.

Sunday, Nov. 3.—Ps. xci.

FOR THE JUNIOR CLASSES.

Did you ever do anything wrong when you
really did not mean to? Perhaps you broke a
valuable vase through no fault at all of your
own. Do you remember how hurt you felt
when people blamed you and called youn
naughty when you knew that you really had
not done anything wrong? 1 am afraid we
can all remember such accidents because peo-
ple so often misunderstand us, but we may oe
sure that God does not, because he can see our
hearts. After the Israelites were settled 1n
Canaan, God reminded Joshua that there was
scmething he had not done yet. Many years
ago God had thought about this plan, ana
told Moses to tell the Israelites about it, and

row the time had come to have it settled. You

remember that God had commanded his peo-
ple not to kill each other, and said that if
they did kill, then they would have to be
k:lled themselves. But God knew that eome-
times a man might kill another by aceident,
and then it would not be right that he should
be punished with death.

Draw a picture of the city with its gates
standing open and the tired man running along
the road with two of the Levites running be-
side to help him until at last he reaches the
¢ty and is safe from his pursuer. Be sure 10
r:ake them understand that it was the s 1n
the heart that needed punishment in God’s
eyes, the ugly hate, not the accidental blow.
Try to bring home to them Christ’s point of
view in Matt. v., 21, 22. Of course the cen-
tral thought of the lesson is the refuge we
may find in God from all evil.

TOR THE SENIORS,

Reading up the earlier references to this
will show how much a part of the new law
this idea had always been. “The command-
ment given to Moses was now to be carried
out by Joshua. The cities of refuge were to
be easily accessible to all the inhabitants and
everything was to be done to secure the rule
of Justice. It was necessary in' those unset-
tled times of formation that murder should
Teceive a summary punishment, but thought-
less revenge must be discouraged. -1t was mnot
the idea, as in similar heathen customs, that
all comers should receive sanctuary, tor the
real murderer was to be handed over imparti-

slly to the hands of justice. There is much

of symbolism in the plan that is readily re-
ccgnizable,

~ SELECTIONS FROM TARBELLS ‘GUIDE.

Places of refuge where, under the cover of
religion, the guilty and the unfortunate might

-find shelter and protection were not unknown

among the ancient heathen. ‘L'he jus asyl, or
r.ght of shelter and impunity was enjoyed by

eertain places reputed sacred, such as groves,

THE MESSENGE

temples, and alters. This protective power
commonly spread itself over a considerable
distriet round the holy spot; and was watched
over and preserved by severe penalties.
Among the Greeks and Romans tae number
of these places of asylum became very great,
and led, by abuse, to a fresh increase of crim-
inals. Tiberius, in consequence, caused a
solemn inquiry into their effects to be made
which resulted in a dimunition of their num-
ber, and a limitation of their privileges.

This pagan custom passed into Christian
cvstom. As early as Constantine the Great,
Christian churches were asylums for the un-
fortunate persons whom an outraged law or
powerful enemies pursued. Theodosius extend-
ed this privilege to the houses, gardens, and
other places which were under the jurisdiction
of the churches. 'I'his privilege prevailed in
the whole of Catholic Christendom, gnd was
preserved undiminished, at least in Italy, so
long as the papal independence remained.
—‘Biblical Encyclopeaia.

Wickedness and injustice lie in the inten-
tions.—Aristotle.

A wise man forgets old grudges.—Chinese
Proverb.

There is no method of obtaining God’s pro-
tection but by adherence to His laws—Wil-
liam E. Channing. 3
LR

(FROM PELOUBET'S ‘NOTES.)

‘It requires only to look at the map to
see how wisely these spots were marked out,
so as to make a city of refuge easy of access
from all parts of the land. They were chosen,
it will be observed, out of the priestly and
Levitical cities, as likely to be inhabited by
the most intelligent part of the community.’—
‘Cambridge Bible.

Note. Not only was the situation of these
cities such as to present the easiest access
from all parts of the country, but roads were
to be built to them (Deut. xix., 3). ‘Accord-
ing to the Rabbins, in order ito give the fugi-
tive all poesible advantage in his flight, it
was the business of the Sanhedrim to make
the roads that led to the cities of refuge con-
venient, by enlarging them and removing every:
obtruction that might hurt his foot or hin-
der his speed. No hillock was left, no river
was allowed over which there was not a
bridge. At every turning there were to be
posts erected bearing the words, Refuge, Re-
fuge, to guide the unhappy man in his flignt,
and two students in the law were appointed
to accompany him, that, if the avenger should
overtake him before he reached the city, they
might attewpt to pacify him till the legal in-
vestigation could take place’—F. R. Beard.

Christ is the City of Refuge. ‘It is not the
ckurch, it i3 not the altar; it is Christ him-
s¢lf who is the one and only sacrifice for sin,
and therefore the one and only hiding-place
to which the sinner can repair. But there
such a refuge. is provided as will meet the
case of sinners of every class, not excepting
the wilful murderer himself, if he repents,and
that refuge is the everlasting love of God re-
vealed in Jesus Christ, crucified for our sins,
and raised from the dead for our redemption.

‘God has done all he can to aid and draw
men to Jesus. Now, beloved, I think this is
a picture of the road to Christ Jesus. It is
no roundabout road of the law; it is no obey-
ing this, that, and the other; it is a straight
road; “Believe and live.” It is a road so hard
that no self-righteous man can ever tread it;
but it is a road so easy that every sinner who
knows himwelf to be a sinner might by it find
his way to Christ and heaven. And lest they
should be mistaken, God has sent me and my
brethren in the ministry to be like hand posts
in the way, to point poor sinners to Jesus;
and we desire ever to have on our lips the cry:
“Refuge, refuge, refuge.” Sinner, that is the
way; walk therein, and be thou savd.’—Spur-

geon. :
BIBLE REFERENCES,

Ex. xxi; 13, 14; Deut. xix., 1-13; Psa. xviii.,
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10; xxxil; A4 xvils 2,08 xvic.,- 13 Matt, xi.;
28.30; Rom. viii, 1; Matt. v., 38, 39; L John

ii., 15,
Junior C. E. Topic,

Sunday, November 3.—Topic—‘Acquainted
with God.” Job., xxii, 21, 22, *(Consecration
meeting.)

. E. Topic,
TRYING AGAIN.,
Monday, Oct. 28.—Peter’s denial. Matt.
xxvi., 69-74.
Tuesday, Oct. 29.—Peter trying again. Acts
iv,, 1-13.
Wednesday, Oct. 30.—David trying again.
Pe. 11, 10-15:
Thursday, Oct. 31.—Israelites trying again.
Ii. Chron. xiv., 1-7. :
Friday, Nov. l.—Jonah’s second chance.
Jonah iii., 1, 2.
Saturday, Nov. 2.—The Ninevites trying
again. Jonah iii., 5-10.

Sunday, Nov. 3.—Topic—A fresh beginning.
Jonah iii, 1-4. (Consecration meeting.)

Growing,

I was staying in one of the best Christian
homes at Elsternwick, in Australia. A
young lady said one day, ‘Dear brother, I do
not see my plant growing. I water it; I try
my best with it, but I don’t see that it
grows,’

I said, “‘What is the matter with it?

‘Il don’t know; I put water on it and
manure it. I have done all that I could,
but I do not see any growth. There are a
few leaves on the top, but no growth.’

I said to her, ‘Perhiaps there is something
at the bottom, did you ever think so? Oh,’
she said, ‘I never thought of that.’

She took a knife and dug to the bottom
of the plant to see if there was anything
there. She found a big maggot just at the
root and fook it out.

She said to me, ‘What a big maggot 1
found at its root!’

I said, ‘That was the hindrance of your
plant’s growth. You put manure and water
on it, but you didn’t find out what was hin-
dering its growth.’

‘When I went to Ceylon, she wrote me a
letter, in which she said: ‘My plant is
growing now. I have learned two lessons
from it. First I found out the reason why
my plant was not growing, because there
was a maggot just at its root; second, that
told me exactly the state of my soul.’

IF NOT ALREADY TAKINC THEM

Just try ‘WORLD WIDE’
and the ‘MONTREAL WITNESS'
To the End of the Year at Cut Rates.

*WORLD WwWIiDE’
Canada’s Leading Eclectic,
reprint of all the best things in the
world’s greatest journals and reviews, re-
flecting the current thought of both hem-
isphere. Internaticnally fair at all times.
Good se.ections from the best cartoons of
the week. The busy man’s paper. Noth-
ing like it arywhere at the price.
Regular price per annum, postpaid
the werld over .. vo «uvvee .. $1.50

Special nt;s to the end of 1907, only.. 203

‘MONTREAL WITNESS.’
¢ An Independent, fearless and forceful
newspagper.’

Latest news, Market and Stock Reports
Financial Review, Literary Review,
Stories, Home Department, Boys’ Page,
Queries and Acrswers on all subjects, etc.,
etc. Adverticemrerts under editorial super-
vision. A clean, eon_unerclnl, _agricultural,
and home newspaper. 5

Regular price per annum-—
Daily Edition .. .. .., v s o0 «...$3.00
Weekly Edition .. .. ... .. .. .. .. 1.00

Special trial rates to the‘end of 1907—

_ Daily Editiea, only .. .. .. .... 38§e¢
Weekly Edaslon, only .. .. .. .. .. 15¢

N.B.—These e&pecial rates are for bona-
fide new subscriptions only, and are noft
available except for Canada (outside Mont-
real and suburbe), the British Isles, and
guch other ccuntries as do not require ex-
tra postage  For list of these eee page 12.
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