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Th« Synods will soon meet We hear 
of no "burning questions," no appeal» 
that are likely to take much time, no 
vexatious business of any kind. So 
much the better. But let no one say 
"There is no business." The real bust- 

is always there. The vital work 
of the Church Is always before every 
court. A day at least should be spent 
on Church Life and Work, which might 
properly include plans for aggressive 
evangelistic work. A sederunt might 
well be given to Temperance, another 
t< Sabbath Obi.Avance, and a third to 
the Sabbath School. Might It not be a 
good thing to dispense the communion 
at our Synod meeting»? if not, why 
not? If a Synod 1s a spiritual court 
why not keep the spiritual element as 
much as possible In the foreground? 
Is It not a desirable thing to conduct 
all such meetings In such a way that 
ministers and elders may return to 
their work refreshed and Invigorated? 
The meeting of a Church court should 
be a spiritual tonic to all Its members. 
Unfortunately It would be too easy to 
call up meetings of Synod and Assem
bly that had the reverse effect upon 
the majority present. If the pastors 
and elders return to their work dis
couraged, chhfcd, irritated and with a 
consciousness that their time has been 
lost or worse, the meeting has been a 
failure In one Important feature. Let 
the great vital concerns of the Church 
have their proper place at these Synod 
meetings and no one will say, "Synods 
are useless—there was no business." 
'pfcere Is ample business.

PAUL AS A MINISTER.
If we only think of the early Chris 

tlans and the noble line of martyre, 
our sufferings will sink into in
significance. Look at the apostle to 
the Gentiles; see him arrested and Im
prisoned, 
lash.
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aad MOO will he sail tied ders when he w hispers, "None of these 
things move me." See him taken to the 
edge of yonder city, stoned and left 
for dead. As his friends raise him jp 
they say: "Better abandon the Gospel; 
they will kill you If you preach"—but 
he says, "None of these things move 
me." We see him yonder upon the 
shore; he has been drawn out of the 
water; he has been a day and a night 
struggling In the deep, he la overcome 
and lies fainting on the earth, the wa
ter dripping from hi* hair. His friends 
think, surely he will never preach 
again. But as the pulse beats and the 
strength returns, we hear him say. 
"None of these things move me." He 
is on his way to Jerusalem. The pro
phets tell him he Is to be bound and 
Imprisoned, and the people weep at the 
thought of seeing him no more. The 
elders at Ephesus go down to meet 
him. He tells them that he 1s going to 
Jerusalem, and he know» not what 
shall befall him, but the Spirit telle In 
every place that bonds and Imprison
ment await him, but he grandly de
clares, "None of these thing» move me, 
neither count 1 my life dear unto my
self, so that I may finish my course 
v-ith Joy, and the ministry which I 
have received of the Lord Jeeus, to ' % 
testify the Gospel of the grace of God."

Bonds and imprisonment did await 
him. He stood before Nero. He was 
condemned to die, and out of the dun
geon of hie prison he sends through 
Timothy this heroic and Joyous mes
sage, "1 have fought a good fight, I 
have kept the faith: henceforth there 
la laid up tor me a crown of righteous
ness,” etc.

«uch a grand hero was the apostle 
living and dying. One work he did 
unmoved and unmovable, and to us ho 
speaks. "Follow me as I follow Christ."
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We wish to direct attention to The 
Studio Year Book of Decorative Art 
for 1»10, which, as the title page indi
cates, la "A Review of the latest de
velopments In the artistic construction, 
decoration and furnishing of the 
house." It Is all of that and the work 
la exceedingly well done. Great Brit
ain, Germany and Austria are repre
sented In Its 208 pages, and dull Indeed 
will be the reader, who can not flnu 
many suggestive hints, In the building 
plans, photos of furniture and decora
tive articles; especially will the views 
of Interiors be found very interesting. 
Sixteen pages are devoted to Illustra
tions In colour; and the British stained 
glasa window designs will prove use
ful to church managers contemplat
ing the Introduction of windows of 
stained glass. » The price of the Year 
Hope or Ogllvy, of Ottawa, or your 
Hope or Ogllvy, of Ottawa or your 
bookseller anywhere, will give the price 
in currency, and order for you direct 
from the publishers, 44 Leicester 
Square, London, Eng.

“ SHOW HOW THE LAND LIES."
So far aa we can Judge from congre- 

greislonal reports the present seems 
likely to prove a moat prosperous ec
clesiastical year. Whilst there are no 
very marked movements In many 
places, there stem's to be substantial 
progress along the whole line. This 
la probably due to a considerable ex
tent to the Layman's Movement, as 
well as to the adoption of the duplex 
envelope system. A high degree of 
•spiritual life In the congregations 
n tuns prosperity everywhere. Bplrit- 
ual destitution In the pastorate means 
failure In every department of Chris
tian effort. Congregations spiritually 
alive send students to the colleges and 
Nend money to sustain the Institutions 
that train their young men for the 
ministry.
Church behind It will always have stu
dents and financial support. The sup
port may not at times be as liberal 
es one would like, but It always comes.
A living Church support's missions lib
erally. In short, when congregational 
work goes on well, everything In the 
Church goes on well. The pastorate Is 
really the bas!*» of everything. Suc
cessful paaiorates make a successful 
Church. The Church Is an aggregate 
of congregations, and what the con
gregations are the Church must be.
The Church can never be better than 
the congregation's that compose It.
Everybody who knows and cares any
thing about the welfare of the Church 
watches tor the congregational meet
ings. They always show how the land 
lies. The most Importent report In the 
Church Is the congregational report, the te 
What we need more th io anything elee from w
Is great outpouring of the Spirit In all mands are not needed, since persuasion 
our congregation's. is effective.

The Nineteenth Century and After 
for January 1810 contains a number of 
able article», to moat of which the 
title timely may be appropriately ap
plied. For example, there la one on 
"Germany's real attitude towards Etig- 
gkand," by Charles Tuchmenn, a Ger
man official who resided 40 years In 
England. He takes the po 
Germany la ready for war. but does not 
desire It.
a great navy, but not with any 
Intent against England. This 
who la In
imate aspirations of Germany, ridi
cules the alarms of Jingoes and con
cludes "that there Is roor.i on this globe 
even for two such vigorous nations, so 
equal In faith,, econom cs, literature, 
mutual admiration, no one in his calm
est momenta can deny; that there la 
a strong desire for a better under
standing between them is 
Neither the one nor the 
lend Its ears to the hideous and ludic
rous nightmare dreamed by the alarm
ists after a banquet on Jingoism and 
supposition." An article on The Consti
tutional Crisis Is of Interest, although 
the election la now over; It shows 
the dangers of abolishing the House 
of Lords, but, like all productions from 
the Conservative side, It fail» to do 
Justice to the fact that a Liberal gov
ernment, whether strong or weak, la 
always hampered by the present House 
of Lords. There are many other inter
esting article». Including one In French 
on "La Littérature Français# Contem-

:

BESEECHING..
The Gospel contains few commands, 

Jesus invited.but many entreaties 
persuaded, exhorted, but seldom com
manded. Miraculous mercies were not 
given on condition of service, but In 
general zeal to relieve the distress. If 
the healed became loyal to their Re
deemer it was not from compulsion, 
but from the choice of their own hearts.
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full sympathy with the legit-

the voluntary love and gratitude of 
their own souls. In the same spirit the 
apostles taught. Their letters 
churches abound In counsel, advice, en
treaty, warning, Invitation, promise, 
but the language of authority la sel
dom used. This fact denotes the gen
ius of the Christian system aAd Chris
tian life. The service of Christ Is, pre
eminently, freedom. Arbitrary rules, 
exact regulations, specific organisa
tion, uniform prescriptions, are 
known, and great liberty for 
llever la allowed, the chief restraint 
being the Internal force of love 
responding to the gentle be
seeching» and advice of the 
Inspired Word. Thus the Lord 
begins at the heart and works out; re- 

upon love rather than law; takes 
r the love of sin, and thus removes 

rror of the law; makes men free 
leked purposes, so that com-

to the
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