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needed to solve it, there is not risk
taken in seeking innovative
answers. The theory we are
taught is fine, beautiful in its own
way, but it bears little
resemblence to the practical. If
the aim of schooling is to
produce people willing and abile
to be citizens in the Jeffersonian
sense, then schools are failing in
this endeavor.

How can you possibly have
concern for your fellow man and
for your country, if you have been
trained to put yourself first, and
desire only the good marks and
to be better than the rest. School-
ing has become a competition
with its own very obvious snob-
system at work. Our school
system works reasonably well for
the middle classes, it is for them
that it was designed for, and it is
them that it serves. They have
been trained in the home to be
good little boys and girls, so
having this stressed in school
does not seem such a contradic-
tion. But for those from the lower
classes and those who have an
aversion to this sort of mass
conformity, the system, is at best
a farce. They know that all they
are going to get out of it is
employment at some job that is
just as boring as school was.

“School problems, failure in
school work, and misbehaviour
in school are often judged to be a
common source of the frustration
and alienation which motivate
delinquent conduct.” Forschools
to any longer go on pretending to
be for all people, they must, first
and foremost, drop the premise
that those who are school
successes are the valuable peo-
ple. They must also - institute
some way of leaving and subse-
quently re-entering the system,
in a way that has no stigma
attached. My little sister got
kicked out of school when she

Getting the lead from page 9.

was fifteen. Officially, she quit,
but that is not true. She used to
attend about one class a week,
most of the rest of the time she
was supposed to be at school she

would either be at home preten-
ding to be sick, or off somewhere
smoking dope. Now, it is obvious
to anyone who cares to think
about it that the kid had a
problem, she hated school. Yet

her problem was not one of
feeling dumb and therefore out of
place. She simply was not getting
anything out of it. She is back
there now, hating it just as much
as ever. But in the six months she
was out, she found that the only
thing she could do was work in a
restaurant, and she hated that,
and couldn't stick it, so her only
alternative was to go back to
school. Granted, | recognize that
Veronica's reactions were not
completely the fault of the
school, she added her own per-
sonal problems to the situation as
well. But at her school about half

of the kids quit at one time or .

other sometime during high
school. This makes it clear to me
that the schools are not providing
for a good number of students.

The idea of the community
school is a good one. They could
be places where the people of te
neighborhood, not just the kids,
could go and learn something.
I'm beginning to think that
schools, like love and youth, are
wasted on the young. Most kinds
would much rather be out plaing
marbles than doing sums. And
really, one is just as valid as the
other. There is no divine law that
states that everyone must read
and write. These are nice things,
though, but | don't think that
anyone could exist in our society
without learning how to do those
things without the aid of a for-
maleducation.

ould be sufficient.
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lo those people
eeking Students’ Union
elephone Directories

nfortunately it is not possible to print more Students’
nion Telephone Directories because the printers ac-
identally ruined the plates necessary to produce the
00ks. It should be noted that the same amount was
inted as last year and it was thought that that quantity

Ur sincere apologies to all those who still hoped to get

Eileen Gillese
Vice-President, Finance & Administration

Spanish pilot course planned

The Committee for Spanish
in Alberta’s Schools is working to
have Spanish taught as an op-
tional second language in the

schools of the province. The
proposed starting date for a pilot
porject is September 1977.

The President of the Com-
mittee, Heliodoro Briongos, said
his Committee has been working
since early this year, meeting
with representatives. of the
Provincial Department of Educa-

tion and the Edmonton Public
and Separate School Boards,
about the pilot project,

The Committee is currently
seeking the support of all those
interested; any wishing further
information are asked to contact:;
Committee for Spanish in Alber-
ta's Schools, Spanish Club Don
Quijote, Dept, of Romance
Languages, University of Alberta,
Edmonton, Alberta, T6G 2E1. Or
Mr. Heliodoro Briongos, at 432-
2381 or 426-7766.

STUDY SKILLS SEMINARS

Reading, Notetaking, Exams, etc.

For Information Contact
STUDENT COUNSELLING SERVICES

5th Floor Students’ Union Building
Phone 432-5208

BE ADVISED

Of the following deadlines:
(SU Elections)

Jan 25 Nomination Day
Feb 2 Start of Campaigns

Feb 11 Election

Inquire at SU General Office




