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- BUT STEEL AND IRON SLOW

Forty Thousand Persqni Are at Work in Textile Mills and
Within Two Years it is Expected the Production .of

1914 Will be Surpassed.

Lille, Jan. 1.—¥Forty thousand per
sons are at work in the French textile
mills, which only a few months ago
were razed or looted by the Germans
of their wonderfully delicate machin.
ery. The correspondent of the As-
soclated Press was given the facts

" with reference to this industry to-
day by French authorities, who have
arranged a trip to show him the
strides made by the nation in recon-
struction,

Within a year, government officials
and manufacturers agree, production
of textiles will reach half of the pre-
war total, and within two years, these
men forecast, the 1914 output will be
surpassed,

The wool industry is said to be re-
covering most rapidly, with cotton in
second place, Linen weaving is re.
ported to be slowest in getting back
to normal, because of the shortage
of flax, formerly obtained from Rus-
sia,

In Lille and the adjoining cities of
Roubalx and Turcong, where the tex.
tile manufacturies are centered, it is
estimated thirty thousand men, women
and children are now busied with
combing, spinning and weaving, and
approximately ten thousand are em-
ployed in the smaller mills of sur
rounding towns where progress Is slow:
er but is being pushed with equal vigor,

Rapid Growth of Textile Plants.

Statistics compiled by the govern
ment from necessarily accuyate state-
ments, upon which factories 4 re paid
reconstruction indemnities, show that
In the Lille district on Octobar 1 last
there were 36,384 persons working
in 162 textile plans, compared with
106,066 employed before the war in
266 factories, In all of the 401 textile
mills of the liberated regions there
were emploved In August of this year
only 21,027 of the 152,948 persons at
work four years ag:

Reconstruction of the textile indus.
try was declared by manufacturers a
few months ago to be almost a hope-
legs task. At least they said it would
be so slow that France would lose her
world trade in textiles. Now, however,
a brighter view 1s being taken, and
government figures show the industry
has reached twofifths of normal 3
duetion, Manufacturers themsalve
concede that the output is at least one-

the purpose.

use copper, and brass except when
such metals will not possibly answor

The labor problem is not at this

Andover, Dec. 29.—Mr. John Curry,
of Magaguadavic, has been spending
& week with his mother, Mrs, Willlam
Curry. -

Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. Porter went
to Fredericton on Tuesday, where
they will remain for a time.

Mr, and Mrs, R, B. Wallace, Freder
fcton, are guests of Dr. and Mrs. A
F. Macintosh,

Mr. Carl Flemington came up from
Fredericton and speut Christmas with
his parents, Rev. Charles and Mrs,
Flemington, at the parsonage.

Mr. Burton McAlary, of Van Buren,
Me, and Mr. Sandy McAlary, of Kse-
court, Que,, spent a few days recently

s

oo

much enjoyed by a large number of
people. Those present. from out of
town were Mr. Kenneth Irving, Mr.
and Mrs, Hansen, Buctouche, Mr. and
Mrs. J. Dickinson and Mrs. H. Stewart,
Rexton.

Mr. Brown Haines of Detroit, Mich,,
spent New Years with his grandfath-
er, Mr., Allan Haines,

Mr. James Haines of Campbeliton
visited his father, Mr. Allan Haines,
this week. : 2

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Robichaud spent
Christmas at St. Anthony's,

Miss Eugene McDona.d of Portland,
was called home by the iliness of
her mother, Mrs. R. McDonald.

Miss Kathleen O'Leary of New York,
is visiting her parents, Mr. ahd Mrs.
R. O'Leary.

Miss Christina O'Leary of Moncton,

Semi=ready emi=ready

Cailored Cailored
Clothes Clothes

“Today we will be on deck to sell you high-class clothes at less than they cost us
to serve you—much less."—CGeorge T. Creary.

time particularly embarrassing to tex-
tile manufacturers. The taskK of re-
placing the remarkably skilled work-
ers, many of whom are among France's
million and a half of dead war heroes,
s said to be in the way of solution
because women always were largely
employed, and they are more kean
than ever for such well paid work since

given in

the

with Mr. and Mrs. Harry McAlary.

Mr. Wilimot Curry returned to Ed-
mundston on Friday after spending
Christmas at his home here.
On Christmas night a very pleasing
concert was
church by the younger members.
the conclusion phesents were distri
buted from a wellladen tree,

Baptist '

spent Christmas at

Miss G. Long of Fredericton, is
iting her mother, Mrs. L. Long.
Mr. R. L. Johngon spent Christ
Atlat his home in Loggieville,
Mr. Bert Patterson of Halifax

her home here.
Mr. Harfy Graham of St John, is
visiting his father, Mr. James Graham,

many of them are widows.

e T

Slow to Return to Normal.

socjated Press.)—France's steel and
iron industry, virtually cut in halt by
war's ravages, is faced by what en-
glneers estimate to be an eight to ten
year task of reconstruction. Details
of the problem were related today to
the correspondent of the Associated

Press who is visiting the devastated
regions of France by special govern.
ment dispensgation,

Bngineering experts, however, say
the country's steel and iron production
may be much quickened by the min-
eral mining and metal treating plants
of Lorraine, returnea ¢o France under
the terms of the Versailles treaty. The
seriousness of the loss to the industry
by war, nevertheless, is helghtened by
the great necessity for metal ¢ nstruc-
tion throughout 1/ oratéd districts and
the dependence of nearly one hundred
and fifty thousand inhabitants of thesa
regions on the blast furnaces and met-
al mills for a livelihood.
In Valenciennes, Denain, Trict,
St. Leger, Fresnes, Anzin and other
towns of this distriet the destruction
suffered as the result’of the conflict is
estimated at 98 per cent, Including
the obliteration of the Denain and An-
#in works, which were the most im-
portant in France,
Of the more than flve hundred small
metal treating and metal construction
plants of the devastated region govern-
ment reports show 47 per cent, have
resumed work, but with only 14 per
cent, of the preswar force. This does
not include the large plants which
alone are said to be capable of meet:
ing the country's chief needs in the

third of that before the war. Al} agree
that rehabilitation is proceeding more
1apldly each month as the looted ma
chinery ls being returned from Ger
many or new Installation are comin

from England and the United States. c

Some of the equipment was not re.!
moved, but merely damaged by the
Germans, and this is being repaired.

Twenty Bllllon Damage to Textiles.

{war has not got commenced at the
Direct damage to the textile indug 'largest mill, und they declare this ia
try is estimated by the Ministry of Ke: due to the necessity of designing a

construction at 20,000,000,000 francs.
In this section of France, the heart of
the industry, mills for the most part
were knocked to pleces and the rest
were damaged. All of the electric ma-
chinery, belting, shafting and simflar
equipment were taken by the Gon
mang, and seven<tenths of the spindles,

(ed during the war.

construction before the nation can re-

way of structural material and import-
ant machinery taken away or des‘roy-

No note of pessimism is intended,
it is said, by the engineers who fore-
ast an eight to ten year period of re-
{galn her former place in the iron and
{steel industry. These men, in support
tof their position, cite the fact that the
work of clearing away the debris of

'huge plant with equipment to cost mix
lons of dollurs and to other prepara-
tory considerations. Actual accom-
plishments to this end, they state, are
being delayed also by the general con-
ditions holding up all construction pro-
Jects, such as lack of transportation
facilities, labor troubles and shortage

8teel and Iron Production In France

Valenciennes, Dec, 31.—(By The As-

Shaw, of Toronto, are holiday guests
of Mr. and Mrs. Reed Bedell.

Mr. Thomas Bedell came from St.
John to spend the Christmas season
with his family here,

Mr. George Montgomery spent the
week-end at Woodstock.

On Friday afternoon Miss Gertrude
Tibbits was hostess at a small tea,
when her guests were Misses Kva and
Daisy Miller, Janet Curry, Lilllam
Rawles (Bristol, Bngland), and Pearl
Wade.

Miss Myrtle Crawford, St. John, s
visiting her aunt, Mrs, Harry Mec-
Alary,

Miss Lilllan Beck, of the Western
Union, has been enjoying a short va.

Jennle Watson on Saturday.
Miss Gertrude Tibbits
Houlton, Saturday, to

Helen Colwell.

Miss Emma Wootton returned
Saturday from a months' visit

Ottawa friends.

Mr. Pringle Kelly was home from
Wapske to spend Christmas
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Charles Elliott at.St.
Mr. Malcolm McKellar, Rad Rapids,
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Carolyn Armstrong.

Miss Annie Bedell came home from
Toronto spend the holldays with her
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Miss Velma Grant,
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sous were holiday guests

visiting his parents, Mr, and Mrs. R.

Mr. and Mrs. Wellington Keirstead, Patterson, "
of Presque Isle, Me., have been visits Mr. Arthur O'Brien of Chatham,
Ing Mrs, Robert Ervin. visited friends here this week.

A jolly bunch enjoyed a straw ride b s e
to Fort Fairfield on Christmas night,
where they attended a dance. S

Miss Kathleen Beveridge is home ussex
for a few days from Fredericton.

Mrs. Howard Shaw and Miss Irma Sussex, Jan. 2—C. I Falrweather

of the Bank of Nova Scotia staff, To-.
ronto, was the guest of his parents,

Mr, and Mrs. C. H. Fairweather, this
week,
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Fletcher’s Castoria is strictly a remedy for Infants and Children.

Foods are specially prepared for babies.

is even more essential for Baby.
for grown-ups are not interchan

a remedy for the common ailments of Infants and Children
that brought Castoria before the public after years of research,
and no claim has been made for it that its use for over 30

years has not proven.

What is CASTORIA? [

Castoria is a harmless substitute for

Drops and Soothing Syrups.
age is its guarantee.
been in constant use for the relie
Wind Colic and Diarrhoea;

the assimilation of Food; giving

The Children's Comfort—The Mother’s Friend.

GeNUINE CASTORIA /ALWAYS

Bears the Signature of

o

THE CENTAUR COMPANY,

Children Cry fer
: :

It is pleasant,
neither Opium, Morphine nor other =arcotic substance. ls
For morc than thirty years it has

allaying Feverishness arisvag
therefrom, and by regulating the Stomach

A baby’s medicine
Remedies nrimarily prepared
geable. It was the need of

’ C

Castor 0il, Paregoric,
1t contains

f of Constipation, Flatulency, M
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