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The Mission of the Church.

By Rev. E. J, Grant.

Those who have mever sttemptled to define what
they mean by the term Church es commonly used
may expeot me to do that, the others will fot,

One would find it difficult, il not impossible, 10
give o delinition that would be satisfactoiy to him
woll, ‘much less may be hope to satisfy ot

And yet, it is necessary in this viscussion 10 have
an understanding of the seise in which the w.m is
usod. And so, we will Jet it stand for the louis or
gnoizations  collectively of the various bodies of
Christians,

There 18 no such thing in -the New Testament as
the Church’' in the sense of one vast orgamzation,
and henoe in discussing the mission of the church
we must have in mind the whole body di believers as
they are organized in local bodiés,

The mission of the Church so*understood is noth
ing less, and nothing other, than to herald the good
tsings of Salvation to the ends of the earth; to dis
ciple all nations, and then to seach those decipled
all things ‘that Christ has commanded.

Humanity is universally sinful; the rave is in &
condition of moral disorder from which it needs to
be saved, and must be saved, if it is ever 1o reach
the sublime destiny which the Creator manifestly in-
tended.

That mankind is in a state of moral disorder is
abundantly evidenced by the multifarious schemes
that have been devised, and the ccaseless efforts
made, with a view to overcoming the evil tendencies
of man’s nature, and lifting him to a higher moral
plane.

And if one would see how completely the greatest
and best of these schemes have failed of their pur-
pose, one has but to glance at the present moral and
spiritual condition of the peoples that gave them
birth, and among whdm the virtue of these great
systems have been tested under most favorable con-

ditions.

In all cases they have become national oreeds, and
have swayed hundreds of miillions of people, who
have been taught that their eternal happiness ae-
pended upon their putting in practice the principles
of these creeds. Look at China. for example, where
for at least 25 centuries Buddhism and Confucianism
have heen doing the best they could for the teeming
millions of that vast empire.

But except the few who have come under the in-
fluence of the Christian Gospel, the people have made
litule or no advance toward morality or righteous-
ness. They' are as dark in regard to saving truth as
they were before Buddha was born.

What is true of China in this respect, is no less
true of India where for ages before Christ came Brah-
manism had been exerting what power it had to
bring the people of that land to a more enlightened
condition, but with what dismal failure, the moral
condition of the masses there today proclaims with
appalling emphasis. .

If you then turn to the Buropean countries where
for twelve or thirteen centuries Mohammedanism has
had its hundreds of thousands of fanatical adher-
ents you have the same sad story of darkmess cover-
ing the land and gross darkmess the people.

Not only have these great systems of moral philo-
sophy been powerless to propogate themselves be-
yond their respective national boundaries, but they
have utterly failed to better the moral condition of
the people within those boundaries.

Culture also, has had a fair chance, and has tried
itsa hand at saving men from 'moral degeneracy.

It is said by those who ought to know, that the
highest intellectual attainments of modern times,
fall far below the attainments of ancient Egypt,
Greece and Rome, but it did not and could not save
those peoples from decay and final extinction, and
we need not expect that intellectual enlightenment
and mental culture alome will be more potent in the
future. than in the past.

All human schemes and devices therefore have fail-
ed to bring the deliverance of ‘which the world stands
s0 deeply in need, and hence il deliverance is ever to
come to alost world, it must come from other than
a human source.

Now this clears the way for a brief #iscussion of
the question “What is the Mission of the Church?”
If the Church has a mission at all it is incomparab
ly the most important, and imperative mission ever
committed 10 man. It is nothing less than to pro
claim salvation through Christ to every human be
ing in the world .

The Divine Founder and Head of the Church with
great boldness and sublime assurance, declared this
to be the object and purpose of His coming, to draw
all men unto Himsel by giving Himsell a ransom
for all, and so making possible the forgiveness of
sin, and the bringing of the fact and knowledge of
that forgiveness into the comscious experience of man.
Thus furnishing the means of man’s moral regenera:
tion and spiritual quickening, and so placing before
him motives sufficiently = powerful to overcome the
base and evil tendency of his nature,

MFESSENGER AND VISITOR

his inherent moral kn much less do
they pretend to bring to him regeneration or spirit-
ual quickening.
This is precisely what the Chrisuian religion claims
to do, and in this its claim is absolutely unique.

It reveals man to himself, and so, disposes him to

flee from that self; it reveals God as a Being of in-
finite power, and love yearning .over man with um-
utterable dewire, for his happiness and well being,
and se moving the heart of man to grateful re-
sponse, or'in other words loving him into love.

As an illustbation of this unigue power of the Gos-
pel of love over the most impregnable of human
hearts, might be instgnoed the experience of the
mighty Saul of Tarsus, whom ite fust touch med
dened to frenzy, and then moved to deepest ocontri
tion, and finally fillked with ever deepeming gratitude
and ever broadening sympathy it thrust him forth
into service, furnished with arguments that were un
answerable, n purpose that was indomitable, a zeal
that was irresistable, and a devotion which all the
powers of darkness could not quenoch.

Such is the claim and such the method of the
Chrigtian Gospel; touching men not enmass from
without but individually from within, and thus open-
ing as the apostle expresses it, the eyes of the heart;
arousing to life the slumbering sensibilities of the
moral nature, and placing fpefore the soul thus
aroused, the strongest possible incentives to holy
living and to earnest endeavor.

There is ome force that has succeeded where all
others have failed, that one force is the Gospel of
the grace of God, and to propogate, or proclaim
this #firto the ends of the earth is the mission, the
sole business of the Church of God.

“Go ye into all the world and preach the Gaspel to
every creature,”’ is a command the meaning of
which the Church . has been slow in apprehending,
and slower still in obeying, but a command never-
theless that will not be abrogated in ome jot or
uittle until the mighty task shall have been accom-
plished.

We say that the Church has been slow in grasping
the full significance of these words, but it has never
altogether ignored them, and its efiorts have always
been attended with such resulfs, as can be aceounted
for only on the ground that the supernatural power
which the Gospel claims for itself, has waited upon
the steps of every herald of the blessed message, and
notwithstanding the opinion of many good and

‘learned men %o the contrary, we believe that the

church is to fight it out to the end on this line, and
that ite great and sublime mission of teaching the
Gospel to every creature will be successfully accom-
plished during the’present dispensation.

This belief is based on two considerations, either
of which would be a sufficient guarantee for the ulti-
mate triumph of this greatest of all enterprises.

1st. The progress already made. Since the day
that the twelve were called unto this hour, the pro-
gress has continued without interruption, or rather
in spite of perpetual interruptions, the mast formid-
able of the powers of darkness, and ingenuity of
wicked men could devise. 3

But the advance has never ceased, not even during
that period known in history as ‘“T'he Dark Ages.”

There were more believers in Jesus Christ at the
end of that period than at the beginning of it. But
time does not permit me to trace the advance di the
kingdom from its earliest days. The marvellous tri-
umphs of the Gospel during the past hundred years,
are more or less familiar to all, and need nat be
dwelt upon here, further than to say that Christ
has won more followers during the lifetime of some
now living, than during all the centuri¢gs of the
Christian era up to that time. :

There is not today a nation on earth; whose boun-
daries the Gospel has not crossed in the last hun-
dred years, nor a people that has.not come more or

"less under its influence.

Wherever the message has been carried the resulte
have been even more gratifying than could have been
anticipated by the most hopeful of those interested.

The. church has now just fairly entered upon its
great mission, and is at this hour accumulating
means, and marshaling forces as never before, And
now let me ask, if during the past century, with so
few going forth to the work; such a small percent-
age of the membership interested, and such limited
means at command, the church has been able to ac-
complish so much, what, with the entire membership
fully assured, comsecrated, richly endowed with the
Holy Spirit, and with ever increasing millions of
money at command; 1 say, that with these changed
conditions, what may not be expected in the diree-
tion. of triumph and of world wide conquest during
the century upon which we have so recently entered,

No man can look thoughtfully over the past cen:
tury ol sore trial and sublime achievement and mot
be filled with brightest hopes for the future.

But, however bright our hopes; however large our
expectations; however penetrating or far-reaching
our vision, at the present, they will all be infinitely
surpassed by the actual facts of history as centuries
shall advance from strength to strength and from

oc wt to ent,

This is clearly the point at which all k ly de-
vised systems of morality and religion have failed.

Some of them were mnot wanting in depth of
thought, in ideals, or in sublime moral maxims,
But they :

o furnish man with the power 4o

g

P g peace
hea , and domdinion extending from
#0a 1o sen, and from the fiver even unto the ende of
the earth.

David saw the kings of Tarshish and of the Isles
bring presents to Him, the kings of Sheba and Seba
offering gifte; yéa, he saw all kings falling down be-
fore Him; all nations serving Him,

He saw Ohrist asking for and receiving the heath-
en for an inheritance, and the uttermost parts of
the earth for a possession,

These and many similar paseages can have but one
meaning, and that is, that the Kingdom of Ohrist is
to embrace all kindreds, and peoples and nations of
the earth; that His reign is to become universal, and
that His righteousmess is to prevail in all the earth.

And then, turning to the New Testament, and ex-
amining the utterances of our Lord, we find that
His view of His mission and work; the extent of His
kingdom and universality of His reign is in fullest
accord with the broadest of the Old Testament pre-
dictions. “And 1 if I be lifted up from the earth
will draw all men unto Me,” can mean nothing less
than universal dominion over the hearts of men.

When the disciples asked when this age should end,
He assured them that it would not be until the Gos-
pel should have been preached in all the world, for a
witness unto all nations, and with this the commis-
sion delivered to the church is in perfect agreement.
“All power is given unto me, go ye therefore into
all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature
and lo, I am with you alway even unto the end of
the world.”

This, then is our authority for asserting that the
mission of the church is nothing less than to make
known the good news to every man,

This is our guarantee for believing that the Gospel
of the grace of God that has triumphed in the past,
not by allying itself with man’s inclinations and na-
tural tendeneies, but in spite of the fact, that it has
set itself squarely against every corrupt desire and
ambition of the human heart, will continue to tri-
umph even more gloriously in the future. Or in the
beautiful figure of Oarlyle,. “Like the melody of mus-
ic which floats far beyond the discords, this, which
is so sweet to ever oconscientious souls—however
wrong headed he may be—will float ever widening
down the ages until the world is full of ite sweet-
ness.”’

The Relation of the Christian’s Wealth
to the Progress of the Kingdom.

Rev. Ruper.t Osgood Morse, M. A.

Rom. 12:11. In -diligence, not slothful; fervemt in
spirit; serving the Lord,-

2 Cor. 8:5. But first they gave their own selves
unto the Lord, and to us by the will of God.

These two exts give us, the one, the secret of the
acquisition, the other, the secret of the administra-
tion of the Christian’s wealth,

The term “‘wealth” as here used applies to that
which has immediate ‘purchasing power. It does rot
include the devotion of the Christian’s time, energy,
mental and spiritual powers to direct effort for the
promotion of ‘the kingdom. Taken thus our topic
readily divides into two parts, viz.:

The relation of the Christian’s wealth to the pro-
gress of the kingdom— s

1. In the acquisition of that wealth.

2. In the administration of that wealth.

Or to imply more forcible Anglo-Saxon, in the get-
ting and ‘the using of wealth,

1. The Getting of the Christian’s Wealth: How is
the Christian to get his wealth? By working for it!
“Io diligence not slothful; fervent in apirit; serving
the Lord.,” Here is the Gospel of work. Tt is still
needed, Wealth is the product of work. The capital
of today is the product of yesterday’s labor. The
only honest means for the production of -vealth is
labor. Henoce the Gouspel of work. Lazihess and shift-
leweness are sins which rebound against the »ne who
commits them,

And the Christian ought to work along most re-
munerative lines, “In diligence not slothful.” Here is
a man, who working 200 days of the year ekes cut
an existenos for himself and family. Thet man wine
aguinst God. He has ohe hundred days in which he
may work thus adding largely to his income. Not to
use this time diligently is to affront the Divine pur-
pose. Here again is o hard working farmer, who by
working worn-out lands by worn-out methods gath-
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