
hon member (Mr. P™t.r) who lutpoke would have mcogniled only what
i» due to the Hou« h»d he endeavoured
to curtail hi. remark, more than he did.
I-he hon. gentleman spoke five hour, and
twenty minutes on this .ubject. thua
M'ng up in thi, one speech almost the
whole t.me of two member, for the
•cssion. I am not going to deny that its po».Mbte there are gentlemen on the
other s,de who might be willing to give
tne.r t.me, or a portion of their time,
to the hon. gentleman (Mr. Foster) cou-
Mdenng the position V occupies in thi.
House. That is a courtesy that is
often extended by one member to
another where there is a limit set to the
ength of speeches. It i, quite possible
that some hon. members opposite might
be wdhng to yield a share of their time.
But we must remember that it is not
only during the last two days of thi.
d^cussion that the hon. gentleman has
been on his feet. I have tot gone
mto It carefully, but I should think that
at least the time of six members of the
opposition has been occupied by that
hon. gentleman. I do not know who the
SIX may be. I trust that the leader of
the oppoKlion (Mr. R. L. Borden) i.
not one of them. For we on this side
think that the leader of the oppo.ition
haa Ideas as good as those of the hon
member for North Toronto (Mr. Poster)
and wo think it is a little more pleawnt
to listen to him than it is to listen to the
hon. member for North Toronto. The
hon. leader of the opposition has not
the inveterate habit of our friend from
North Toronto of speaking for the sake
of speaking, repeating and repeating,
and repeating until the repetition be-
comes tiresome to members on this side
of the House—I think I detected signs of
weanness on the countenances of some
hon. gentlemen opposite. And I do
trust that my hon. friend from East
Grey (Mr. Sproule) may not have given
his time to the hon. member from North
Toronto. For it is very evident con-

cerning my hon. friend from East (iriy
that thoughts within him bum at tinie.
and seek expression in worda—ami ht
is generally kind in gratifying those
thoughts with words for their express.
ion. We do not want the hon. genllt.
man's time curtailed. And I hope thai
ray hon. friend from Montreal. Si
Antoine (Mr. Ame.) ha. not given up
any of hi. time. V.e should like that
hon. gentleman to throw the limeliRhi
on the canvas, and give us a picture of
the timber limits of the northwest. And
our friends from Prince Edward Islana
too—

I do not know that they have not a
perfect right to tunnel in and take a pun
in debate. What conception, then, has
this hon. gentleman (.Mr. Poater) of his
importance and standing in this House
when he coolly uses that time, if it is net
courteously given him—of course, if the
time has been given him. by members on
that side, I humbly bow to their will.

But if they have given the time, I hope
they will not try to recoup themselves
by taking from the time of hon. mem.
bers on this side. I have noticed in the
deb«tes in this House, especially when
we are in Committee of Supply, that
hon. gentlemen opposite Kerned to re-
sent it if any member on thi. side
ventured to make a remark or even ask
a question. I beg to remind such hon.
members—if such there be. and I think
there are—that every member on this
side has just the same right, the same
duty is incumbent upon him, to have a
thorough understanding of the estimates
and of the votes he i. called upon to give
as hon. gentleman oppoaite; and, when
he seeks information, he ought to have
it. The reason why they do not take
up more time in this part of their parlia-
mentary work is because, having asked
a question, and received a full answer,
they are satisfied, and do not repeat, and
repeat, and repeat the same question only
to receive the same answer. Now, this
question of the occupation of the House,
I think, is worthy of conaderation.


