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Still further to the right was a detached post of about 75 Mounted
Infantry. Several hundred Boers swept down on this post on the
right, stampeding the Mounted Infantry, who galloped through
the line occupied by our men. Lieut. Carruthers. assisted by
Sergt. Perry. Corporal Wilkinson, Lance-Corporal Bond and
Private McCall, kept his men in hand, dismounted them, and
formed in a half-moon shape to face the Boers. Sergt. Hodgins,
whose men were being swept off in the stampede, rallied about
ten of them and dismounted to meet the attack. The splendid
stand made by Lieut. Carruthers' party, without cover of any kind
and against overwhelming odds, was well worthy of the best
traditions of Canada and the whole Empire. Before their ammuni-
tion was exhausted 17 out of the 21 wereeither killed or wounded.
Gergt. Perry, although badly wounded, fought until he was killed.
Corporal Wilkinson, shot twice through the arm and body, con-
tmued fighting until he was shot through the eye. He then threw
the bolt of his rifle into the long grass to render it useless to the
enemy. Private Evans, although mortally wounded through the
bowels, exhausted his own ammunition, secured another bandolier,
used it up. and as the Boers were making their final rush, he broke
his rifle, rendering it useless. Private Evans died shortly after
being brought into camp. Private Minchin, although wounded in
SIX places, fired his last shot when the Boers were only 25 yards
off, and threw his rifle bolt into the grass. * * • »

"I have mentioned a few individual incidents showing the
spirit displayed by this party, but an equal invincible courage and
devotion to duty was displayed by Lieut. Carruthers and every
man of the party with him.

" The coolness and steadiness of the whole regiment in its
first action was very remarkable, and the effect of the leavening of


